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+ AMERICAN STATES.

r782. HE provifional articles of peace and
~ 30 Nov. reconciliation between Great Britain
and the American States.

| 1783. The definitive treaty of peace and friend-
3 Sept. fhip betwen Great Britain and the United
| States of America.

[The followmg is printed from the copy, which was
publithed by authority, in 1783.]

" 9be Definitive Treaty of Peace and Friendfbip, between
bis Britannic Majefly, and the United States of
America. Signed at Paris, the 3d of September,

1783.
In the name of the moft Holy and Undivided Trinity-

IT having pleafed the Divine Providence to difpofe
the hearts of the moft Serene and moft Potent Prince
George the Third, by the grace of God, King of Great
Bntaln, France, and Ireland, Def'ender of the faith,
"Duke of Brunfwic and Lunenburgh Arch-treafurer
and Prince Elector of the Holy Roman Empire, &c.
and of the United States of America, to forget all paft
mifunderftandings and differences that have unhappily
interrupted the good correfpondence and friendthip
which they mutually wifh to reftore; and to eftablith
- fuch a beneficial and fatisfactory intercourfe between
the two countries, upon the ground of reciprocal ad-
vantages and mutual convenience, as may promote
- and fecure to both perpetual peace and harmony ; and
having for this defirable end already laid the founda-
tion of peace and reconciliation, by the provifional ar-
ticles figned at Paris, on the joth of November, 1782,

by
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by the commiflioners empowered on each part; which
articles were agreed to be inferted in, and to conftitute,’
the treaty of peace, propofed to be concluded between
the Crown of Great Brirain and the faid United
States, but which treaty was not to be concluded until
terms of - peace fhould be agreed upon between Great
Britain and France, and his Britannic Majefty f(hould
be ready to conclude fuch treaty accordingly ; and the
treaty between Great Britain and France having fince
been concluded, his Britannic Majefty and the United
States of America, in order to carry into full effect the
provifional articles above-mentioned, according to the
tenor thereof, have conftituted and appointed, that is.
to fay, his Britannic Majefty, on his part, David Hart-.
ley, Efq; member of the parliament of Great Britain;
and the faid United States, on their part, John Adams,,.

Efq; late a commiffioner of the United States of Ame-
rica at the court of Verfailles, late delegate in Con-
grefs from the ftate of Maflachufets, and chief juftice
of the faid ftate, and minifter plenipotentiary of the
faid United States to their High Mightinefles the,
States General of the United Netherlands ; Benjamin
Franklin, Efq; late delegate in Congrefs frem the ftate
of Pennfylvania, prefident of the convention of the faid
ftate, and minifter plenipotentiary from the United
States of America at the court of Verfailles; John
Jay, Elq; late prefident of Congrefs, and chief juftice
of the ftate of New York, and minifter plenipotentiary
from the faid United States at the court of Madrid; to
be the Flcnipotgntiaries for the concluding and figning
the prefent definitive treaty: who, after having reci-
procally commmunicated their refpective full powers,
have agreed upon and confirmed the following ar-

ticles : a

I. His Britannic Majefty acknowledges the faid
United States, ¥iz. New Hampthire; Maffachufets
Bay, Rhode Ifland and Providence Plantations, Con-
necticut, New York, New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, De-
laware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Seuth
~ Vou.lIl. M m ' Carolina,
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Carolina, and Georgia, to be free, fovereign, and inde-
pendent ftates ; that he treats with them as fuch; and
for himfelf, his heirs and fucceflors, relinquifhes all
claims to the;government, propriety, and territorial
rights of the fame, and every part thereof. -

II. And that all difputes which might arife in fu-
ture on the fubje@® of thé boundanes of the faid
United States may be Frcvcnted, it is hereby agreed
and declared, that the following are and fhall be their
boundaries, viz. from the north-weft angle of Nova
Scotia, viz. that angle which is formed by a line
drawn due north, from the fource of Saint Croix river
to the Highlands, along the faid Highlands which di-
vide thofe rivers that empty themfelves into the river
St. Lawrence, from thofe which fall into the Atlantic
ocean, to the north-wefternmoft head of Conneéticut
river ; thence down along the middle of that river to
the forty-fifth degree of north latitude ; from thence
by a line due weft on faid laticude until it ftrikes the
river Iroquois or Cataraquy; thence along the middle
of faid river into lake Ontario; through the middle of
faid lake, until it ftrikes the communication by water
between that lake and lake Erie; thence along the
middle of faid communication into lake Erie; through
the middle of faid lake, until it arrives at the water-
<communication between that lake and lake Huron;
thence along the middle of faid water-communication
into the lake Huron ; thence through the middle of
faid lake to the water.communication between thac
- lake and lake Superior { thence through lake Superior,
northward of the ifles Royal and Phelipeaux, to the
Y.ong Lake; thence through the middle of faid Long
Lake, and the water-communication between 1t and
the Lake of the Woods, to the faid Lake of the
Woods ; thence through the faid lake to the moft
north-weftern point thereof, and from thence cn a due
weft courfe to the river Miﬂiﬂippi(;[)mthencc by a line to
be drawn along the middle of the faid river Mifliffippi,
undl it fhall interfe¢t the norchernmoft. part of the

thirty-
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thirty-firft degree of north latitude :—South, by a liné

to be drawn due eaft from the determination of the

line laft-mentioned, in the latitude of thirty-one de-

grees north of the equator, to the middle of the river

Apalachicola or Catahouche ; thence along the middle
thereof to its junction with the Flint river; thence

ftrait to the head of St. Mary’s river, and thence down-
along the middle of St. Mary s river to the Adantic

ocean -—Eaft by a line to be drawn along the middle.

of the river St. Croix, from its mouth in the bay of
Fundy to its fource ; and from its fource direély north

to the aforefaid Highlands, which divide the rivers that’
fall into the Atlantic ocean from thofe which fall into

the river St. I.awrence: comprehending all iflands

within twenty leagues of any part of the fhores of the

United States, and lying between lines to be drawn due

eaft from the points where the aforefaid boundaries be-

tween Nova Scotia on the one part, and Eaft Florida

on the other, fhall refpe&ively touch the bay of Fundy;

and the Atlantic ocean; excepting fuch iflands as now
are, or heretofore havc béen, within the limits of
the faid province of Nova Scotia.

III. It is agreed, that the people of the United
. States fhall continue to enjoy unmolefted the right to
take fith of every kind on the Grand Bank and on all
the other banks of Newfoundland: alfo in the gulph
of St. Lawrence, and at all other places in the fea,-
where the inhabitants of both countries ufed at any
time heretofore to fith. And alfo that the inhabitants of
the United States fhall have liberty to take fith of
every kind on fuch part of the coaft of Newfound-
land, as Britifh fithermen thall ufe (but not to dry or
cure the fame on that ifland) and alfo on the coafts,
bays, and creeks of all other of his Britannic Majefty’s
dominions in America ; and that the American fither-
men fhall have liberty to dry and cure fith in any of
the unfettled bays, harbours, and creeks of Nova Sco-
tia, Magdalen iflands, and Labrador, fo long as the
fame fhall remain unfettled ; but fo foon as the fame,-
Mm 2 or
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ar either of them, fhal] be fettled, it fhall not be lawful
for the faid fithermen to dry or cure fifh at fuch fetde-
ment, without a previous agreement for that purpofe
with the inhabitants, proprietors, or poffeffors of the
ground.

IV. It is agreed, that creditors on either fide fhall -
meet with no lawful impediment to the recovery of
the full value in fterling money of all bond fide debts
‘heretofore contrated.

V. It is agreed, that the Congrefs fhall earneftly re-
commend it to the legiflatures of the refpective ftates,
to provide for the reftitution of all eftates, rights, and
properties which have been confifcated, belonging to
real Britith fubjefts: and alfo of the eftates, righrs,
and properties of perfons refident in diftricts in the
pofleflion of his Majefty’s arms, and who have not
borne arms againft the faid United States : and that
perfons of any other defcription fhall have free liberty
to go to any part or parts of any of the Thirteen
United States, and therein to remain twelve months
unmolefted in their endeavours to obtain the reftitution
of fuch of their eftates, rights, 4xd properties, as may have
been confifcated : and that Congrefs fhall alfo earneft-
- ly recommend to the feveral ftates, a re-confideration
and revifion of all aéts or laws regarding the premifes,
fo as to render the faid laws or acts pcrfec"tly confiftent,
not only with juftice and equity, but with that fpirit of
conciliation, which, on the return of the bleflings of

ace, fhould umvcrfally prevail.- - And that Congrefs

all alfo earncftly recommend to the feveral ftates,

~ that the eftates, rights, and properties of fuch laft-men-

tioned perfons fhall be reftored to them, they refund-
Ing to any perfons who may be now in pofieflion the
bond fide price (where any has been given) which fuch
Ferfons may have paid on purchafing any of the faid
ds, rights, or properties, fince the confifcation.
- And it is-agreed, that all perfons who have any inte-
reft in conﬁfcated lands, cither by debts, marriage
' fcttlcmcnts,

-* ~

)
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fettlements, or otherwife, fhall meet with no lawful

~ impediment in the profecution of their juft rights. -

VI. That there fhall be no future confifcations
made, nor any profecutions commenced againft any
perfon or perfons, for or by reafon of the part which he
or they may have taken in the prefent war; and that
no perfon fhall on that account fuffer any future lofs or
damage either in his perfon, liberty, or property ; and
that thofe who may be in confinement on fuch charges
at the time of the ratification of the treaty in America,
fhall be immediately fet at liberty, and the profecutions
fo commenced be difcontinued.

VII. There fhall be a firm and perpetual peace be-
tween his Britannic Majefty and the faid States, and
between the fubjets of the one and the citizens of the
other, wherefore all hoftilities, both by fea and land,
fhall from henceforth ceafe : all prifoners on both fides
fhall be fet at liberty; and his Britannic Majefty fhall
with all convenient {peed, and without caufing any de-
ftruttion, or carrying away any negroes, or other pro-
perty of the American inhabitants, withdraw all his
armies, garrifons, and fleets from the faid United
States,. and .from every port, place, and harbour within
the fame ; leaving in all fortifications the American
artillery that may be therein : and fhall alfo order and
caufe all archives, records, deeds, and papers belong-
ing to any of the faid States, or their citizens, which in
the courfe of the war may have fallen into the hands
of his officers, to be forthwith reftored and delivered
to the proper ftates and perfons to whom they belong.

VIII. The navigation of the river Mifliffippi, from.
its fource to the ocean, fhall for ever remain free and
open to the fubjeéts of Great Britain, and the citizens
of the United States,

IX, In cafe it fhould fo happen that any place or
territory belonging to Great Britain, or to the United
States, fhould have been conquered by the arms of
cither, fram the other, before the arrival of the fad

| " Mm 3 eigher,

- ———
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provifional articles in America, it is agreed that the
fame fhall be reftored without difficulty, and without
requiring any compenfation.

. X. The. folemn ratifications of the prefent treaty,
expedited in good and due form, fhall be exc
between the contracting pardes in the fpace of fix
months, or fooner, if pofiible, to be.computed from
the day of the fignature of the prefent treaty.

In witnefs whereof, we, the underfigned, their mini-
teys plcmpotentlary, have in their name, and in
virtue of our full powers, figned with our hands
the prefent definitive treaty, and caufed the feals
of our arms to be affixed thereto.

" Done at Paris, this third day of September, in the
year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and
¢ighty-three.
(L.S.) D. Hartlt?'. (L. S.) Fobn Adams.
| ‘ (L. S.) B. Frankiin.

(L. S.) Jobn Fay.

His Britannic Majefly's Full Power,
GEORGE R.

GEORGE the Third, by the grace ofGod King
of Great Britain, France, and Ircland Defender of the
faith, Duke of Brunfwic and Lunenburg, Arch-trea-
furer and Prince Elettor of the Holy Roman Empire,
&c. ; to all to whom thefe prefents thall come, greet-
ing. Whereas for the perfecting and eftablifhing the
peace, friendthip, and good underftanding, fo happily
commenced by the provifional articles, figned at Paris
the thirtieth day of November laft, by the commiffion-
ers of us and our good friends the United States of
America, viz. New Hampfhire, Maffachufets Bay,
Rhode 1fland, Conne&icut, New York, New Jerfey,
Pcnnfylvama, the three lower counties on Delaware,
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina,
and Georgia, in North America; and for opening,
promoting, and rendering perpctual the mutual inter-
gpurfe of trade and commerce betwccn our kingdoms

2 and
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and the dominions of the faid United States, we have
thought proper to inveft fome fit perfon with full
powers, on our part, to meet and confer with the mi-
~ nifters of the faid United States, now refiding at Paris,
duly authorized for the accomplithing of fuch laudable
and falutary purpofes; Now know ye, that we, repof-
ing fpecial truft and confidence in the wifdom, loyalty,
diligence, and circumf{petion of our trufty and well-
beloved David Hartley, Efquire (on whom we have
therefore conferred the rank of our minifter plenipo-
tentiary) have nominated, conftituted, and appointed,
and by thefe prefents do nominate, contftitute, and ap-
' Foint him our true, certain, and undoubted commif-
ioner, procuraror, and plenipotentiary; giving and
granting to him all and all manner of faculty, power,
and authority, together with general as well as {pecial
order (fo as the general do not derogate from the fpe-
cial, por on the contrary) for us, and in our name,
to meet, confer, treat, and conclude with the minifter
or mijnifters furnithed with fufficient powers on the
part of our faid good fiiends the United States of
America, of and concerning all fuch matters and
things as may be requifite and neceffary for accoms
plifhing and completing the feveral ends and purpofes
herein-before mentioned; and alfo for us, and in our
name, to {ign fuch treaty or treaties, convention or -con~
ventions, or other inftruments whatfoever, as may be
agreed upon in the premifes, and mutually to deliver
and receive the fame in exchange ; and to do and per-
form all fuch other aéts, matters, and things, as may
be any-ways proper and conducive to the purpofes
above mentioned, in as full and ample form and man-
ner, and with the like validity and effe&, as we ourfelf;
if we were prefent, could do and perform the fame:-
engaging and promifing, on our Royal word, that we
will accept, ratify, and confirm, in the moft effeCtual
manner, all fuch ats, matters, and things, as fhall be
fo tranfacted and concluded by our aforefaid commif-
fioner, procurator, and plenipotentiary ; and that we

will never fuffer any perfon to violate the fame, in the
| whole
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" whale or in part, or to a& contrary thereto. "~ In tefti-
many and confirmation of al which, we have caufed
our great feal of Great Britain to be affixed to thefe
prefonts, figned with our Royal hand. Given at our
palace at St. James’s, the fourteenth day of May, in
the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and
etghty-three, and in the twenty-third year of our reign.

Fuil Power of the United States ¢f America.

* THE United States of America, in Congrefs af-
fembled, to all to whom thefe prefents fhall come,
fend greeting. Whereas thefe United States, from a
fincere defire of putting an end to the hoftilities between
" his moft Chriftian Majefty and thefe United States on
the one part, and his Britannic Majefty on the other,
and of terminating the fame by a peace, founded on
fuch folid and equitable principles as reafonably to pro-
mife a permanency of the bleflings of tranquillity, did
heretofore appoint the honourable John Adams, late a
commiffioner of the United States of America at the
court of Verfailles, late delegate in Congrefs from the
ftate of Maflachufets, and chief juﬁicc of the faid ftate,
their minifter plenipotentiary, with full powers, general
and fpecial, to act in that quality, to confer, treat, agree,
and conclude with the ambaffadors or plenipotenti-
aries of his moft Chriftian Majefty, and of his Britannte
Majefty, and thofe of any other princes or ftates whom
It might concern, relating to the re-eftablithment of
ce and friendfhip: and whereas the flames of war
ve fince that time been extended, and other nations
and ftates are involved therein: Now know ye, that
we fhll continuing earneftly defirous, as far as de
upon us, to put a ftop to the effufion of blood, and to
convince the Powers of Furope, that we with for no-
“ thing more ardently, than to terminate the war by a
fafe and honourable peace, have thought proper to re-
new the powers formerly given to the faid John Adams,
and to join four other perfons in commiffion with him;
and having full confidence in the integrity, prudence, .
L and
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and ability of the honourable Bcnjamm Franklin, our
minifter plenipotentiary at the court of Verfailles, and

the honourable John Jay, late prefident of Congrefs,
and chief juftice of the ftate of New York, and our
minifter plenipotentiary.at the court of Madnd and:
the honourable Henry Laurens, . formerly. prcﬁdent of
Congrefs, and commiffionated and fent as our agentto -
the United Provinces of the Low Countries ; -and the
honourable Thomas Jefferfon, governor of the om-
monwealth of Virginia ; have nominated, conftituted,
and appointed, and by thefe prefents do nominate, con-
ftitute, and appeint, the faid Benjamin Franklin, John
Jay, Henry Laurens, and Thomas Jefferfon, in addi-
tion to the faid John Adams, giving and granting
to them the faid John Adams, Benjamin Franklin,
John Jay, Henry Laurens, and Thomas Jefferfon, or
the majority of them, or of fuch of them as may affemn-
~ ble; or, in cafe of the death, abfence, indi{pofition, or
other impediment of the others, to any one of them,
full power and authority, general and fpecial, conjunétly
and feparately, and general and {pecial command, to
repair to fuch place as may be fixed upon for opening
negotiations for peace; and there for us, and in our
name, to confer, treat, agree, and conclude with the
ambafladors, commxfﬁoners and plenipotentiaries of
the Princes and ftates whom it may concern, vefted
with equal powers, relating to the eftablithment of
peace ; and whatfoever fhall be agreed and concluded,
tor us, and in our name, to fign, and thereupon make 3
treaty or treaties ; and to tranfact every thing that may
be neceffary for completing, fecuring, and ftrengthen-
ing the great work of pacification, in as ample form,
and with the fame effect, as if we were perfonally pre-
fent, and alted therein; hereby promifing, in good
faith, that we will accept, ratfy, fulfil, and execute
whatever fhall be agreed, concluded, and figned by
our faid minifters plenipotentiary, or a ma_]onty of
tlem, or of fuch of them as may affemnble ; or, in cafe
of the death, abience, indifpofition, or other 1mpedxmem

of
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of the others, by any one of them; and that we will
never a&t, nor fuffer any perfon to a&, contrary to the
famhe, in whole, or in any part. In wimefs whereof,
we have caufed thefe prefents to be figned by our pre-
-fident, and fealed with his feal.

Done at Philadelphia, the fifteenth day of June, in
the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred
and eighty-one, and in the fifth year of our inde-
pendence, by the United States in Congrefs af-
jembled. |

(Signed) Sam. Huntinglon, Prefident.
Atteft
(Signed)
Charles Thomfon, Secretary.,

S
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