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'CAP. XXVHIL

* All monafteries given to the King, which bave mot lands .
above two bundred pounds by the year.

Orafmuch as manifeff [ynne, vicious, carnal and abominable ® An act that
living is dayly ufed and committed commonly in fuch little and ak religious
Jmall abbeys, priories:and other religious ba:)zj?s of ‘monksy - canons 9% ‘.“;d"' ,
e oy . . the yearly re-
and nuns, where the congregation of fuch religious perfons is under qepye of tave
the number ;f twelve perfons, whereby the governors of fuch religious bundred
houfes, and their covent, [poyle, defiroye, confume ‘and utterly pounds fball
wafle, as well their churches, monafteries, priories, principal houfes, z;jf@vﬁf‘ % 5
Sarms, granges, lands, tenements and hereditaments, as the or- 4 the Kin
naments of their churches, and their goods and chatells, to the bigh and bis besrs.
difpleafure of Almighty God, flander of good religion, and to the great —Rot. Parl’,
infamy of the King’s highnefs and the realm, y’ redrefs fhould not as:’_":_a
be had thereof. And albeit that many continual vifitations bath been "~ |
keretofore bad, by the [pace of two bundred years and more, for an Tbis flatute is
boneft and charitable reformation y' Juch unthrifty, carnal and abo- omitted by
minable living, yet neverthelefs little or none amendment is hitherto had, Raftal,
but their vicious living fhamelefsly encreafeth and augmenteth, and by
a curfed cuftom fo rooted and infeled, that a great multitude of the
religious perfons in fuch [fmall houfes do rather choofe to rove abroad
in apoflacy, than to conform themfelves to the obfervation of good .
religion ; fo that without fuch fmall houfes be utterly fuppreffed,
and the: religious perfons therein committed to great and honourable
monafleries of religion in this realm, where they may be compelled to.
live religioufly, for refermation of their lives, the fame elfe be no
redrefs nor reformation in that behalf. In confideration wbtrey; -
the King’s moft royal Majefly, being fupreme bead on earth, under
God, of the church of England, dayly [ludying and devyfing the in-
creafe, advancement and exaltation of true dofirine and virtue in the
faid church, to the anly glory and bonour of God, and the totalextirpi
and dyfiruétion of vice and fin, having knowledge that the premg'ﬁ’;egs
be true, as well by the accompts of bis late vifitations, as by fundry
credible informations, confidering alfo that divers and great folemn
monafieries of this realm, wherein (thanks be to God) religion is -
right well kept and obferved, be deflstute of fuch full number of reli-
gious per'fons, as they ought and may keep, hath thought good that a
plain declaration fhould be made of the premiffes, as well to the lords
Spiritual and temporal, as to other his loving fubjelts the commons,
in this prefent parliament affembled : whereupon the faid lords and
commons, by a great deliberation, finally be refolved, that it is and
Shal] be much more to the pleafure of Almighty God, and for the ho-
nour of this his realm, that the poffeffions of fuch fmall religious
houfes now being fpent, [poiled and wafled for increafe and mainte-
nance of fin, fhould be ufed and committed to better ufes, and the un-
thrifty religious perfons, [o [pending the fame, to be compelled to re-
Sform their lives: And thereupon mott humbly defire the King’s .
highnefs that it mdy be e€nacted by authority of this prefent par-
liament, That his Majelt fhally have and enjoy to him alnd
' d2 1is
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All monafte- his heirs for ever, all and fingular fuch monafteries, priories
ries lgveﬂ to and other religious houfes of monks, canons and nuns, of what
‘h;. Sng  kinds of diverfities of habits, rules or order foever they be called
ok above two oF named, which have not in lands, tenements, rents,
hundred portions and other hereditaments, aboye the clear yearly value
wunds‘lmd'- of two hundﬁ: pound. (2) And in like manner fhall bave |
Co“f"l“ *  and enjoy all the fites and circuits of every fuch religious houfes,
Imcumb,  and all'and fingular the manors, granges, meafes, lands, tenc-
c. 48. ments," rents, reverfions, fervices, tithes, penfions, portions,
31 H. 8.¢. 13. churches, chapels, advowfons, patronages, annuities, rights,
35 H.8.¢. 14- engries, conditions, and other hereditaments appertaining o
“ S Fue 74, belonging to every fuch monaftery, priory or other religious
’ houfe, not having, as is afarefaid, above the faid clear yearly
value of two hundred pound, in as large and ample manner
as the abbots, priors, abbefles, priarefles and other governors
of fuch monafteries, priaries and other religious houfes now
_ have, or ought to have the fame in the right of their houfs.
TheKingthall (3) And that alfo his Highnefs (hall have to him and to his
haveallmona- }oivs 211 and fingular fl.lC%l monafteries, abbies and priaris,
fteries before A el pu
affured to him, Which at any time within one year next before the making of
or that have  this act hath been given and granted to. his Majefty by any
been fuppref- abbot, prior, abbefs or priorefs, under their covent feals, or
fed. that otherwife hath been fupprefled or diffolved, and all and
fingular the manors, lands, tencments, rents, fervices, rever-
fions, tithes, penfions, portions, churches, chapels, advowfons,
patronages, rights, entries, conditions, and all other interefts
and hereditaments to the fame monafteries, abbeys and priories,
or to any of them appertaining or belonging ; (4) to haveand
to hold all and fingular the premifies, with all their rights, pro-
fits, jurifdictions and commodities, unto the King’s majefly,
and his heirs and affigas for ever, to do and ufe therewith his
and their own wills, to the pleafure of Almighty God, and ®
the honour and profit of this realm.
They hallen-  II. And itis ordained and enacted by the authority aforefaid,
oy thofeab- That all and every perfon and perfons, and bodies politick,
whog"t‘:‘:m which now have, or hereafter fhall have, any letters patents
King hath  Of the King’s highnefs, of any of the fites, circuits, manqgh
“ given them, Jands, tenements, rents, reverfions, fervices, tithes, penfioss,
portions, churches, chapels, advowfons, patronages, tithes
entries, conditions, interefts or other hereditaments, which
appertained to any monafteries, abbies or priories, heretofore
given or granted to the King’s highnefs, or otherwife fup-
prefled or diflolved, or which appertaineth to any of the mos
nafteries, abbies, priories or other religious houfes, that thal
be fupprefled or diffolved by the authority of this a&, fhall have
and enjoy the faid fites, circuits, manors, lands, tenements,
rents, reverfions, fervices, tithes, penfions, portions, churches
chapels, advowfons, patronages, tithes, entries, conditions, 10-
terefts and all other hereditaments, contained and fpecified In
their lette s patents now being thereof made, and to be contained
and exp;cﬂ:]e)d in any letters patents heseafter to be made, -
cording to the tenor, purport and cffe@ of any fuch ltﬂ:f’
patents;
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patents ; and fhall alfo Have all fuch- a&ions, fu'ts, entries and
remedies to'all intents and' purpofes, for any thing and things
eontained invevery fuch letters- patents now made, or to be con-
tained in any fuch. letters hereafter te be made, in like manner,
form and conditions, as the abbots, priors, abbefles, priorefles,
and other chisf governors of any religious houfes which had
the fame, might orought to-have had, if they had not been
fu?rcﬁ'ed or diffelved. ' —_
HL. Saving to-evary perfont and‘perfons, and bodies politick, A 271€ o

their heirs and fucceffors, (other than'the abbots, priors, abbefles; o,h,rf
priorefles, and: other chief governors-of the faid religious houfes

ified in this a&, and thie covents of the fame, and their

ors, and fuch as pretend to befounders, patrons or do-

nors of fuch zeligious houfes, or of any: lands, tenements or he-
reditaments belonging to the fame, and their Heirsand futceflors)
all fuch right, title, intereft, poffeffions, leafks for years, rents,
fervices, annuities, commodities, fees, offices, liberties and liv-
ings, penfions, portions, cofrodies; fynodies, proxies, and all
other profits, asthey or any of them hathi, ought or might have
had, in or to any of the faid monafteries, abbies, priories or
other religious houfes, or in' or to-any manors, lands, terte:
ments, rents, reverfions, tithes, penfions; portions, or other He.
reditaments: appertaining or belonging, or that appertained to
any of the faid: monafteries, priories or other religious houfes,
as if the fame monafteries, priories or other religious houfes
had not been fupprefled: by this a&, but had'continued in their
effential bodies and ftates that they now be, or were in. :

IV. Provided always, and'be it enadted, That forafmuch as Fraudulent af-
divers of the chief governors of fuch religious houfes, determin- lﬂ“"““;’:ﬁf
ing the utter fpoil and deftruction of their Houfes, and dreading oz-' lf,’u?e, be. -

i the fuppreffing thereof, for the maintenance of their deteftable fore their dife
lives, have lately fraudently and craftily madefeoffments, eflates, folutions thald
. gifts, grants and leafes, under the covent feals, or fuffered reco- ¢ void,
" veries of their manors, lands, tenements and hereditaments in
fee-fimple, or fee-tail, for term of life or lives, or for years, or
charged the fame with rents or corrodies, to the great decay and
. diminution. of the houfes ; that all fuch crafty and fraydulent
secoveries, feoffments, eftates, gifts, grants and leafes, and every
cof them, made b(?r anK of the faid chief governors of fuch reli-
- gious houfes, under their covent feals, witliin one year next be-
‘gsre the making of this a&, fhall be utterly void-and of none ef-
fect: (a2) provided always, That fuch perfon and perfons as
have leafes for term of life or years, whereupon is referved the
old rents and ferms accuftomed, and fuch as have any offices, -
fees or corrodies, that have been accuftomed or ufed in fuch re-
ligious houfes, and Have bought any livery-or living in any fuch -
houfes, fhall have and enjoy their faid leafes, offices,  fees, cor-
rod‘iics, liberties, liveries and livings, as if this act had never been
made. ,
V. And it is further'enacted, by authority aforefaid, That tlie Ornaments,
King’s highnefs fhall have and enjoy to his-own proper ufe, all jewe s, goodsy
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chartels, debts fuch ornaments; jewels, goods, chattels and debts, which
:’_;‘;:“’;‘:ﬁf;o pertained or belonged to any of the chief governors of the faid
the King.  monafteries or religious houfes, in the right of their faid mona-
T fteries or houfes, at the firft day of Muarch in the year of our
* Lord God 1535. or any time [ll'then whenfoever, and to whofe
pofleflion foever they thall come or be found, except only fuch
beatts, grain and woods, and fuch other like .chattels and reve-
nues, as have been fold before the faid . firlt day. of AMiarch oc
fithen, for the neceffary or reafonable expences: or charges of
any of the faid monafteries or houfes. .
¥’rovided always, That {ych of the faid chief governors which
have been elect or made abbot, prior, abbefs or, priorefs of an
of the faid religious houfes fithen the firft day of ‘fanuary, whi
was in the year of our Lord God 1534. and by reafon thereof
be bounden to pay the firft-fruits to the King’s highnefs, at days
to come, limited by their bonds made for the fame, that in every
fuch cafe fuch chief governors and their fureties, or any of them,
thall be clearly difcharged by authority of this 3¢t, againft the
King’s bighnefs, and all other perfons, for the payment of fuch
fums of money as they ftand bounden to pay for the faid firft-
* fruits, or for any part thereof, And forafinuch as the clear
value of all the faid monafteries, prigries and. other religious
houfes’ in this realm, is certified into the King’s exchequer,
imoxhgﬁ the books of the yearly valuation of aﬁ the fpintual
pofieflions of this realm, amongft which fhall and may appear
the certainty and number of fuch fmall and little religions houfes,
as have not in lands, tenements, rents, tythes, portions and
other hereditaments, above the faid clear yearly value of two
s EE hundred pounds: S ’
The King . VI. Be it thercfore enalted by authority aforefaid, That the
Egﬂ:;?“{&f King’s highnefs fhall have and enjoy, according to this a&,
fion of the ab. the actugl and real pofieflion of all and, fingular fuch monafter
bey lands.  ries, priories and other religious houfes, as fhall appear by the
. faid certificate remaining in the King’s exchequer, not to have
in lands, tenements, rents, tithes, portions and other heredita-
ments, above the f3id clear yearly value of twohundred pounds,
fo that his Highnefs m3y lawfully give, grant and difpofe them,
or any of them, at his will and pleafure, to the honour of God,
and the wea]th of this realm, without farther inquifitions or of-
fices to be had or found for the (zme. :
® Allthatfollws  * In ¢onfideration of which premiffes to be had to his Highnefs,
tofefl. 7.4 and to his heirs, 3s is aforefaid, his Majefty is pleafed and con-
f;’;'.f:i;’ K’:’f" tented, of his moft excellept charity, to provide to every chief
ble's flatutes ; head and governor of every fuch religious houfe, during their
but is in the  lives, fuch yearly penfions and benefiges gs for their degrees and
parliament re- qualities fhall be rezfonable and convenjent, wherein his High-
%’::fo::d' nefs will have moft tender refpect to fuch of the faid chief go-
compl. [n-  vernors, as well and truly preferve and ke¢p the goods and orna-
gumb, 536, ments of their houfes, to the ufe of his Grace, without fpoil,
' wafte, or embezzling the fame ; and alfo-his Majefty will ardain
and provide, that the covents of every fuch religious houfe lllhzll
] 2 L s _ i e
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have their capacities, if they will, to live honeftly and virtuoufly
abroad, and fome convenient charity difpofed to them towards
their living, or elfe fhall be committed to fuch honourable great
monafteries of this realm wherein good religion is obfervcci as
fhall be Jimited by his Highnefs, there to live religioufly during

their lives ; and it is ordained by the authority aForefzud, That

the chief governors and covents of fuch honourable great mo-

nafteries l%all take and accept into their houfes, from time to

time, fuch number of the perfons of the faid covents as fhall be

afligned and appointed by the King’s highnefs, and keep them

religioufly, during their lives, within their faid monafteries, in

like manner and form as the covents of fuch great monafteries’

be ordered and kept. _

Provided always, that all archbifhops, bifhops and other per-
fons which be or fhall be chargeable to and for the collection of
the tenths, granted and going out of the fpiritual poffeflions of
this realm, fhall be difcharged and acquitted of and for fuch
parts and portions of the faid tenths wherewith the faid houfes
of religion, fupprefled and diffolved by this a&, were charged or
chargeable to the King’s highnefs, except of fuch fums of mo-
ney thereof, as they or any of them have or fhall have received
for the faid tenths, of the chief governors of fuch religious
houfes. .

Provided alfo, That where the c!cr% of the province of Caz-
terbury ftand and be indebted to the King’s highnefs in grea
fums of money, remaining yet unpaid, of the reft of a hundrecf
thoufand pounds granted and given to his Grace in their cone
vocation, towards the payment whereof the faid religious houfes
fhould have been contributory if they had not been fupprefled
by this act; and alfo fome of the governors of the faid religious
houfes have been collectors for levying of the faid debt, and
have received thereof great fums of money yet remaining in
their hands; the King’s moft royal majefty 1s pleafed and con-
tented to dedud, abate, releafe and defalk, to the faid clergy, of
the faid reft yet unpaid, as well fuch fums of money as any the
chief governors of fuch religious houfes hath received, and not
paid, as fo much money as eve?' of the faid religious houfes,
tupprefled by this act, were rated and taxed to pay in any one
year, to and for the payment of the faid hundred thoufand
pounds : and alfo the King’s majefty is pleafed and contented,
that it be enacted by authonty aforefaid, that his Highnefs thall
fatisfy, content and pay all and fingular fuch juft and true debts
which been owing to any perfon or perfons by the chief gover-
nors of any the faid religious houfes, in as large and ample
manner as the faid chief governors fhould or ought to have
done if this a&t had never been made : _

Provided alwaﬂ, That the King’s highnefs, at any time after .,y g c.20,
the making of this ac¢t, may at his pleafure ordain and declare, 25 H. 3.c. 2
by his letters patents under his great feal, that fuch of the faid f. 3.
religious houfes which his Highnefs fhall not be difpofed to
bave fupprefled nor diffolved by authority of this act, fhall ftill
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continue, remain and be in the fame body corporate, and in the
faid effential eftate, quality and condition, as well in pofieflions
as otherwife, as they were afore the making of this a&t, without
any fuppreflion or (?irﬂblution thereof, or of any part of the fame,
b{ authority of this a&, and that any fuch ordinance and de-
claration, fo to be made by the King’s highnefs, fhall be good
and effetual to the chiefy governors of %uch religious boufes
‘'which his Majefty will not have fupprefled, and to their fuc-
ceflors, according to the tenors and purports of the letters pa-
tents thereof to be made; any thing or things contained in this
act to the contrary hereof notwithftanding.

Provided alfo, That where the clergy of the province of Yeré
ftand and be indebted to the King’s highnefs in great fums of
money yet unpaid, of the reft of fuch fums of money which was
granted by them to his Majefty in their convocation, towards
the payment whereof the religious houfes that fhall be fup-
prcﬂgd and diffolved by this ac, being within the fame province,
fhould have been contributory if they had not been diffolved,
and alfo fome of the governors of the faid religious houfes with-
in the faid province, that fhall be fuppre this act, have
been colleftors for levying of part of the faid fums of money

ranted to the King’s highnefs as is aforefaid, and have certain
ums thereof in their hands yet unpaid, the King's majefty is
Fleaﬂtd and contented to dedu&, abate, releafe and defalk, to the
aid clergy of the faid province of Yor#, of the reft of their faid
debt yet unpaid, as well fuch of the faid furns of money, as any
chief governors of any religious houfes within the fame province,
that (%lall be fuppreﬂ!d by this act, hath colleéted and not paid,
as fo much money as every of the faid religious houfes, fup-
prefled by this a&t, were rated and taxed to pay in any one year,
towards the payment of the faid fums of money granted to the
King’s highnefs.
Aprovifofor  VII, Provided always, That this a&, or any thing or things
2:;::“3 of c therein contained, fhall not extend, nor be prejudicial to any
series g:?:; " abbots or priors of any monafteries or priories being certified
under obe- into the King’s exchequer to have in poffeflions and profits
fience. fpiritual and temporal above the clear yearly value of two
hundred pounds, for or concerning fuch cells of religious houfes,
appertaining or belonging to their monafteries or priories, in
which cells the priors or other chief governors thereof be under
the obedience olP the abbots or priors to whom fuch cells belang,
as the monks or canons of the covents of their monafteries or
priories, and cannot fue nor be fued, by the laws of this realm,
in or by their own proper names, for the poffeflions or other things
appertaining to fuch cells whereof they be priors or governors,
but muft {ue and be fued in and by the names of the abbots aor
priors to whom they be obediencers, and to whom fuch cells
belong; (2) and alfo be priors or governors dative, and re-
movable from time to time, and accountants of the profits of
fuch cells, at the only pleafure and will of the abbots or priors
to whom fuch cells belong ;. but that eyery fuch cell fhall bs
» an
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and remain undiffolved in the fame eftate, quality and con-
dition, as if this aét had never been made; any thing in this
act to the contrary hereof notwithftanding.

VIIIL. Saving always, and referving unto every perfon and The right of
perfons, being founders, patrons or donoss of any abbies, prio- founders and
ries or other religious houfes, that fhall be fappreffed by this a, Patronsfaved.
their heirs and fucceflors, all fuch right, title, intereft, poffeflion,
rents, annuities, fees, offices, leafes, commons, and all other
profits whatloever, which any of them have, or fthould have
had, without fraud or covin, by any manner of means, other-
wife than by reafon or occafion of the diffolution of the faid
abbies, priories or other religious houfes, in, to or upon any the
faid abbies, priories or other religious houfes, whereof they be
founders, patrons or donors, or in, to or upon any the lands,
tenements or other hereditaments appertaining or belonging to
the fame, in like manner, form and condition, as other perFons
and bodies politick be faved by this aét, as is afore rehearfed,
and as if the faid abbies, priories or other religrous houfes had
not been fupprefled and diffolved by this act, but had con~
tinued ftill in their effential bodies and eftates as they be now
in; any thing in this at to the contrary hereof notwith-
fandi p

IX. And be it further enacted, ordained and eftablithed by Hofpitality
authorigr aforefaid, That al and fingular perfons, bodies poli- 2nd husband-
tick and corporate, to whom the King’s majefty, his heirs and ;’;ﬂt“;u b: dia
fucceflors, hereafter fhall give, grant, let or demife any fite or ﬁtf of f:e
precin&, with the houfes thereupon builded, together with the houfes fup-

s of any monafteries, priories or other religious houfes, prefled.

that fhall be diffolved or given to the King’s highnefs by this -7, a1 Jac. w.
aét, and the heirs, fucceflors, executors and afligns of every fuch ~~ =
perfon, body palitick and corporate, fhall be bound by authority

of this a&, under the penalties hereafter enfuing, to keep, or

caufe to be kept, an honeft continual houfe and houfhold in the

fame fite or precind, and to occug; yearly as much of the fame
demeans in ploughing and tillage of hufbandry, that is to fay, 2s

much of the faid demeans which hath been commonly ufed to

he kept in tillage by the governors, abbets or priors of the fame:

houfes, monafteries or priories, or by their farmer or farmers.
occupying the fame within the time of twenty years next before

this a&,

X. And if any perfon or perfons, bodies politick or corporate,
that fhall be bouzxden by this a&, do not keep an honeft houf-
hold of hufbandry and tillage, in manner and form as is afere-
faid, that then he or they fo offending fhall forfeit to-the King’s
highnefs for every mon.trl fo offending, fix pouads. thirteen fhil-
lings and four-pence, to ba recovered to his ufe in any of his.
courts of record. :

XI. And over that it is enacted by authority aforefaid, TFhat J“M“E"fl
all juftices of peace, in every fhire where any fuch. offence thalt FE" ¢2 4™
be committed or done, comtrary to the tftue meaning and iatent punifh offen-
of this prefent act, fhall, in every quarter and general '.’ﬂ_it}):?s ders.

withip
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within the limits of their commiffion, enquire of the premiffes,
and fhall have full power and authority to hear and determine
the fame, (2) and to tax and affefs no lefs fine for every the
faid offences, than is afore limited for the fame offences, (3)
and the eftreats thereof to be made and certified into the King’s
exchequer, according and at fuch time and form, as other
eftreats of fines, iffues and amerciaments been made by the (ame
juftices.

! Cui quidem bille perlett &¢. talit'eft refpons’ le Roy le vult.

Statutes made at Weffminfler, Anno 28 HEN. VIIL
| and Anno Dom. 1536.

AC TS made in the parliament begun and bolden at
Weftminfter the eighth day of June in the eight and
twentieth year of the reign of our moft dread fovereign lord
King Henry the Eightb, and there continued and kept till
the diffolution of the [ame parliament the eighteenth day of
July, to the bonour of Ged, and for the common weal and
profit of this bis reailm.

CAP. L
An al} that abjurers in cafes of peity treafon jball not bave

clergy.

A rehearfal of WHERE in the laft parliament begun and holden at London
the ftatute of the third day of November in the one and twentieth year of
:;u}ghfncgge the King’s moft gracious reign, and from thence adjourned to Weft-
ufing of fanc- minfter, and there holden and continued by divers and fundry prore-
guary-perfons. gations, it was enalled, amongf? other things, That [uch perfon and
; perfons which did flee or refort to any parifb church, cemutory or
other like hallowed place, for tuition of his life, by occafion of any

murder, robbery or other felony by the fame perfon committed, and

thereupon confeffed any murder, felony or other offence before a coroner,

for the which the fame perfon, by the law of this realm afore that

time ufed, fhould abjure and pafs out of this realm, fhall be directed

by the coroner to take his abjuration to any one fanétuary being within

this realm, which the fame perfon would eleét and choofe, there to re-

main as a faniiuary-man abjured during bis natural life 5 (2) and

if after fuch abjuration any perfon fo abjured came out of the Jame

lanétuary to the which he was affigned, and be taken without thefgme

Jfanttuary, not having the King’s [pecial pardon or licence fo 10 do

that then every fuch perfon abjured, and after abjuration taken with-

out [anftuary whereunto he was affigned, fhould fuffer like pain of

death, and :/?er Juch like manner fhould be ordered, as be fhould bave

done and biden in cafe he bad abjured this realm for murder or felony,

gnd after fuch abjuration had returncd again ivto this realm, con-
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