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land, the Lord Treafurer, the Lord Prefident of the Kings
Councell, and the Lord priuie Scale, or two of them Ffor the
time being at the leaft, both knowledging themfelues to be his
highnefle true and loyall fubjelts, and declaring themfelves 1o
be content wiilingly to obferue, kecpe and maintaine all the
Lawes and Statutes of this Realme, as to good and trué fub-
_ie&s apperteineth, or elfe the fame confrere or confréres, mak-
ing default of fuch his repaire and prefentment as is beforefaid,
fhall in no wife claime and enioy any penfion by vertue of thi
a&, any thing in the fame conteined notwithitanding vnkﬂg

4

the perfon or perfons fo making default of repaire and ’dppcar.-
ance, can fhew and declare themfelues to haué been déteined,

or by a neceflary meane impeached and letted of their will, pur-
pofe, and defire to haue come hither and to have accomp i&eﬂ
the whole contents of this Statute accordingly,

Anno primo EDWARDI fext,

Statutes made in the Patliament begumne at 7#72fimiinfler,
the fourth day of November in the firft yeere of the
Raigne of EDWARD the fixt, late King of England,
&c. and from thence continued to the 34. day of De-
<ember then next enfuing, that is to fay in the firft Sefs
fion of the fame Parliament as followeth. r

CAP IIL

An A@ for the punifhing of Vagaborids, and for the re-
liefe of the poore and impotent perfons,

¢ Orafmuch as idleneffe and vagabondrie is the mother and
¢ roote of all thefts, ropberies and all euill aétes and othet
¢ mifchiefes, and the multitude of people giuen thereto hath
¢ alwayes bene heere within  this realme very great, and more
¢ in number (as it may appeare) then in other regions, to the
¢ great impouerithment of the Realme, and danger of the Kings
[4
(4
[
€
[
€

t

highnefle fubje&s; the which idleneffe and vagabondry all the
Kings highnefle noble progenitours, Kings of this Realme,
.and this high Court of Parliament hath often and with great
trauell gone about and affayed with godly Acs and Statutes
_to reprefle; yet vntill this our time i1t hath ndt had that fuc-
cefle which hath beene withed, but partly by foolith pitie and
¢ mercie of them which fhould haue feene the faid godly lawes
¢ executed, partly by the peruerfe nature and long accuftomed
¢ idlenefle oiP the perfons giuen to loytering, the faid godly Sta-
¢ tutes hitherto haue had fmall effect, and idle and vagabond
¢_perfons, being vnprofitable members, or rather enemies of the
¢ common wealth, haue bene {uffred to remaine and increale,
< .and yet fo doe, whom if they fhould be punithed by death,
< whipping, imprifonment, and with other corporall paine, it
¢ were not without their deferts for the example of others, and
4

“to the benefitg of the common wealth, yet if they could be
' * ¢ brought
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< brotght to be made profitable, and de feruice, it were much
¢ to be withed and defired:’ Be it- therefore enatted by the
Kings highnefle, with the confent of the Losds fpirituall and
temporal, and the Commons in this prefent Parliament affem<
bled, and by authoritie of the fame; firft that all Statutes and
A&s of Parliament heretofore made for the punithment of va-

abonds and fturdie beggars, and .all articles comprifed in the

me, fhall be from hencefoorth repealed, voyd and of none
II. Secondly, that whofoeuer after the firft day of Aprill next
following, man or woman being not lame, impotent, or fo aged,
or difeafed with fickneffe, that hee or fhe cannot worke, nor
hauing lands or tenements, fees, annuities, or any other yeerely
reuenues, or whereon they may finde fufficiently their living,
thall either like a feruing-man wanting a mafter, or like a beg-
ger, or after any fuch other fort be lurking in any houfe or
houfes, or loitering, or idle wandering by the high wayes fide,
or in ftreetes, cities, townes, or villages, not applying them-
felues to fome honeft and allowed art, fcience, feruice, or labour,
and fo doe continue by the fpace of three dayes or more toge-
ther, and not offer themfelues to labor with any that will take
them, according to their facultie; and if no man, otherwife
wil take them, do not offer themfelves to worke for meate and
drinke, or after they bee fo taken to worke, for the fpace agreed
betwixt them and their mafter, doe leave their worke out of
conuenient time, or runne away; that then euvery fuch perfon
fhall bee taken for a vagabond, and that it fhal be lawfull for
euery fuch mafter offering fuch idle perfon feruice and labour,
and that being by him refufed, or who hath agreed with fuch
ide perfon, and from whom within the fpace agreed of feruice,
the faid loiterer hath runne away, or departed before the ende of
the couenant betweene them, and to anl other perfon efpying
the famne, to bring or caufe to be brought the faid perfon fo fiuing
idle and loiteringly, to two of the next Juftices of the peace there
refiant or abiding, who hearing the proofe of the idle living of
the faid perfon by the faid fpace living idle, as before faid, ap-
prooued to them by two honeft witnefles, or confeffion of the
partie, fhall immediately caufe the fame loiterer to be marked
with a hot iron in the breaft, the marke of V. and adiudge the
fame perfon living fo idle, to fuch prefentour, to be his {laue,
to haue and to holde the faid flaue vnto him, his executours, or

affignes, for the fpace of two yeeres then next following, and tor,

order the faid flaues as followeth ; that is to fay, to take fuck
perfon adiudged a flaue with him, and onely giuing the faid
flaue bread and water, or fmall drinke, and fuch reffufe of
meate as he fhall thinke meete, caufe the faid flaue to worke
by beating, cheining, or otherwife, in fuch worke and labour
(bow vile focuer it bee) as hee fhall put him ynto. And if any
manner of flaue, either for loytering, or for the caufe beforere-
hearfed fo adiudged, fhall within the fpace of the faid two yeeres
heere appointed runne away, depart, or abfent him fron} !3:

ade
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{aide mafter by the fpace of foutteene dayes together; \withonr
licence:: it fhall.not onely bee lawfull to-his faid mafter to par-
fue and fetch him againe by vertue of this A&, but aifo, tb
punifh fuch faulte by cheines or beating-as is aforefdid: and a-
gainft the deteinour, if any man doe willingly detein¢ him,
knowing him to be a flaue, as is afotefaid, to haue an ‘A&tion
of Trefpafle, and recouer thereby jn damages tenne poundes
befides the coftes and charges of the. fuite for fo deteining ‘his
faide {laue. And further, euery fuch mafter (hewing and proou=
ing by two fufficient witnefes, the faide offence and fault by
his running away before two Juftices of Peace of the. fame
Countie, whereof the one to be of the Quorim, the fime Jufti-
ces {hall caufe fuch Slave, or loiterer to bee marked on the fore-

‘head, or the ball of the cheeke with an hot iron, with-the fign

of an §. that he may bee knowne for a loiterer and a run away,
and fhall adiudge the loyterer and run away to be the faid nra-
iters flaue for ever. And if fuch flaue fhall the fecond tittre
runne away, or ablent himfelfe, if the faid mafter thaltapproove
the fame fecond running away with two fufficient witneffes, be-
fore the Juftices of Peace, in their generall and quarter ons,

' then eugry fuch faulte and running away to be adiudgéd felonie
- and fuch loyterer and runne away to be taken as a felon, and

thereof being lawfully indited and atteinted, or otherwife, con-
demned, to fuffer paines of death, as other felons ought to doe.
AII. Prouided alfo, and be it enalted by authoritie aforefaid,
that no Clerke conuicted fhall hereafter make his purgation, and
vpon fuch purgation be deliuered, and fet at large, -otherwife,
then is in this Statute hereafter exprefled. Tt
" IV. And be it further enatted by authoritie aforefaid, that
cuery Clerke conuid, or hereafter to be conuited, which thould
by the order of the Law inioy the benefit of their purgation,

- fhall and may from hencefoorth finde any man (if hee can) who

thall be bounde with two fufficient fureties to the ordinarie, in-
the fumme of twentie poundes to the Kings highnefle vfe, to
reteine the faid conui& as his flaug, and to keepe the faid per-
fon fo conui& for the fpace of one yeere then next followinp
that he fhall not goe abroad, and at la:Fes, and then the faigj
conuic fhall be delivered to the faid perfon fo taking the fame,
and being bound, as is aforefaid, to be his flape for one whole
yeere then next following by vertue of this A&, in all fuch ma-
ner and forme, and to all fuch intents and purpofes, and with-
all fuch order, lawes, conditions 3nd penalties for ranning awgy,
ot otherwife, as is aforefaid of a vagabond taken loytering, and
made a flaue (burning in the breaft onely except) and the or-
dinarie by the deliuery of the faid conuit to fuch perfon' being
bound, as is atorefaid, to be of the keeping of the faid Conuict
cleerely difcharged, and exonerated by vertue of this A&: -

- V. And if fo be that the faid Clerke fo conui®t cannét fiide
any man to be bounde, as is aforefaid, to whom he may bee
adiudged a flaue in the fpace of one yeere; then at'any timeaf-
ter the endg of one.yeere after his conuiQion, it thall bee laf':vﬁ”
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full for the faid Clerke conuiét to make his purgation, as heg
might before this Statute, any thing in this prelent At to the
contrary notwithftanding. o
¢ VI. And when the Clerkes conuicled, or-attainted by the
¢ order of the Lawes of this Realme, cannot make their pur<
¢ gation, and fhould perpetually by the fame remaine in pri<«
¢ fon:’ Bee it neuertheleflc enated by the authoritie aforef}a)id;
that if there bec any manner of perfon, who will at any time
demand the fame Clerke conuicted, or atteinted, and be bound
to the‘Ordinarie with.two fufficient fureties, as is abou¢ written,’
to keepe the fame as his_flaue¢ by the fpace of five yeeres then
next following, that then the fame fhall bee adiudged his flaue
for like {pace, with all fuch orders, lawes & penalties, for run-’
ning away, and other orders, as is before exprefled of a vaga-!
bond, adiudged to any man for a flaue, (the burning in' the
breaft onely except) and vpon the adiudgement deliuered to fuch-
demandant, the Ordinarie from thenfefoorth of the keeping of®
fuch Clerke conuicted or atteinted, clecrely exonerated, and dif--
charged by vertue of this A&. '
* ¢ V1L And forafinuch as-diuers women and men goe on’
¢ begging waifaring, of the which fome bee impotent and lame,:
¢ and fome able enough to labour, which doe carrie children a-
bout with them, fome foure or fiue yeeres of age, or yonger'
.or elder, which brought vp in idlenefle might be fo rooted in
it, that hardly they may be brought after to good thrift and
"labour: or if any child aboue the age of fiue yeeres, and vn.’
der the age of fourteene yeeres goe idle and wandering about
¢ as a vagabond :’ Be it ena&ted by the authoritie aforefaid, that
if any manner of perfon will take any fuch childe, be it male
or female, of, and from any fuch beggar being the mother
thereof, - nourither, or keeper, whether they bee willing or not,’
or without any fuch nurfe, mother or keeper by himfelfe wan--
dering, and bring the faid child fo taken away before one of®
the Conftables of the parith; and two other honeft and dif-
crecte neighbours witnefles, and before any Juftice of Peace
there refiant and abiding, and promife to bring the fame child
vp in fome honeft labour or occupation, till hee or fhee come
to the age of twentie yeeres the woman childe, or foure and-
twentie the man childe: that then and immediately the faid-
Juftice of Peace and Conftable fhall adiudge by vertue of this
A&, the faid child vnto the ages before'fpecified, to be feruants
or apprentices to the faid perfons fo taking & promifing to be:
vied and ordered in all points according as the Law and cuftome
of this Realme is of feruants and apprentices, to what labour,
occupation, or feruice foeuer the faid Mafter fhall appoint him,
or her, during the faid time. And if it thall fortune fuch childe :
fo adiudged to runne away, at apy time once, or mare times,
from his or her Mafter, or Mafters, that then it thall be lawfull
for euery fuch mafter to take the faid child againe, and to keepe -
and punifh the faid childe in chaines or otherwife, and vfe him-
or her as his flaue in all points far the time before n:hu:arfed,f ’
. )
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f the age of fuch childe, thatis to fay, till twentic the wonran
‘clhild, and the man child foure and twentie. )
VIIIL. Prouided alwayes, that any Mafter, cither of the men,

~or of the women fo adiudged flaues, or of the children adiud

apprentices or feruants, may let, fet forth, fell, bequeath, or
giuethe feruice and labour of fuch flaues or feruants fo adiudged,
as is aforefaid, to any perfon or perfons, -to whomfoeuer he will,
vpon fuch condition, and for fuch time of yeeres, as the faid

~perfons bee adiudged to him for flaues, feruants, or apprentices,
after fuch like fort and maner, as he may doe of any other his
mooueable gaods or chattels; and they forthe faid fpaceand time
to be bound to all points and conftru&ions to fuch Leffze, donee,
vendee, or affignee, as they were to their firlt apprebenders and
mafters, by vertue of this Adt.

IX. Prouided alwayes, aud bee it enacted by authoritie afor-
faid, that if any fuch flaue or flaues, or children fo adiudged,
fhall at any time after fuch adiudgement, maime or wounde
their Malters or Miftreffes, in refifting their corre&ion or other-
wife, or when they bee manumitted or fet againe free, or in the
time of their feruice, fhall conlpire with any other, or by them-
felues goe about to murder and kill, or to maime, wounde, or
beate the faide Mafter or Miftrefle, or any that was their Mafter
or Miftrefle, ar to burne their houfes, barnes, or corne, fo that
their intent came to an a¢t tending tothe effe&; that then euery
fuch maime or wounde, or the going about to murder, kill,
maime, wounde, or beate fuch perfon or perfons, as bee, or
were their Maifter or Miftreffes, or to burne their houfgs,
barnes, or corne, fo that their intent doe come to any a& tending
to the fame effe&, as lying in waite with weapon, or any fuch
like, fhall bee accaunted felonie, and they fhall fuffer therefore
paines of death, as in cafe of felonie, except that any fuch per-
fon or perfons, as bee, or had beene Mafter or Miftrefle to any
of them, or he refufing any other, will take fuch perfon fo ot-
fending to their flaues, & then he or the fo offending, to be
adiudged to the perfon fo willing to take him or her fo offending
{laue for euer, and thereupon to be difcharged of the felony.
The fame law and order to be had in all conditions if it thould
chaunce the father, mother, nurfe, or other the bearer about
of the childe, or any other perfon or perfons, to fteale away
fuch childe adiudged apprentice or feruant, that is, to be flaue
to fuch apprentices or feruants mafter, whofe apprentice or fer-
uant was fo ftollen or intifed away, for euer, and the mafter
neuerthelefle to take and receiue his apprentice or feruant againe,
as if the faid taking away had never beendone.

X. Bee it alfo enacted by authorite aforefa{de, that although
there bee no man which fhall demaund fuch loiterer or loitcere.rs,r
as before exprefled, into their feruice; yet neuerthelefs the Ju-
fice of Peace in that Citie, Borough, Towne, or Hundred
dwelling, if any fuch be, or elfe any other Juftice- of Peacs of
the fame Shire, and alfo there dwellin% by his or their office,.

fhall bee hereafter bound by vertue of this Act, not onely te .
. in-
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inquire of all fuch idle perfons, but alfo if they doe efpy any
fuch vacabonds or idle perfons, or if any fuch bee detected, vn-
te them, tp examine him er her of the time of their vagabon-
drie; and if it (hall appeare to any Juftice of Peace, any fuch.
man ar woman to haue beene a vagarant and vagabond or idle
perfon, by the fpace as is aforefayde, to caufe the fame to bee
marked on the breit with an V. made with an hot iron, and alfo
to learne and inquire of him the Towne, Citie or Village
wherein he was borne, and then thall immediately giue a writ-
ing in parchment, fealed with his feale to the fayde loiterer, of
the tenor and forme which here infueth: : -

¢ 4. B. luftice of Peace in the Countie of §. to the Maior or A teftimonial
¢ chiefe officer of the City of % (if it be a City) or to the Head- &’)‘;‘i“g"’-
< borough, Bailife, or Conftable, or head officer of the towne of *
¢ .Q] (if it bea towne) or to the Conftable or Tithingman of the
< village of C. (if it be a village) greeting. According to a moft
« godly Statute, made in the firft yere of the reigne of our foue-
¢ reiga Lord King Edward the fixt, &c. We baue taken this
¢ bearer /. K vagarantly, and to the cuil? example of others,,
< without mafter, feruice, or labour, whereby to get his liing,
¢ poing loitering idlely about. And becaufe the fame faith, hee
¢« was in C. in the County of §. whereof you are the head of-
¢ ficer or Conftable: We haue fent him to you to be ordered,
¢ according to the purport and cffe@ of the fame Statute

X1. And with this writing (hall dcliuer the fame loiterer to the
Conftables, or other head officer of the fayde City, Towne or
Village, wherein fuch loitercr was taken, to bee fafely conueied
by them to the next Conftable, and fo from Conftable to Con-
fvables, and other head officers, till he or (he be brought to the’
place, the which he or fhe hath named themfelves to bee borne.
in, and then to be deliuered to the head officer or Conftable of
that fame citie, borough or towne, village, hamlet, or parifh,
there to bee nourithed and kept of the fame citie, towne, or
village in chaines, or otherwife, either at the common workes,
ie amending high waies, or other common worke, or from
man to man in order, till they which may beare bee equally
charged, to bee flaue to the corporation of the citie, or to the
inhabitants of the towne or village, that hee or fhee were borne
in, after all fuch forme, condition, fpace of yeeres, orders,
punifhments for running awaie, and all others, as are expreffed
of a common or priuate perfon, to whom any fuch loiterer is
adjudged a flave. And the fayde citie, towne, or village fhalt
fec the faide flaue being able to labor, fet on worke, and not,
live idlie within the faige precinéts, vpon peine for euerie fuch
default that the faid flave doth liue idlie, by the default of the
city, borough, towne, or village, by the fpace of three work-
ing daies together, the citie to forfeit fiue pounds: a borough
or towne incorporate fortie thillings: and other towne or village
twentie fhillings : whereof the one halfe to the King our Soue-

reigne
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reign Lord, the other to him that will fue for the famé, in any
of the Kings Courts of Record, by bill, information, or a&ion
of debt, in fuch fuites no effdine, wager of law, or protedion
fhall be allowed. ‘ S
- XII. Provided and be it enacted, that the citie, towne, and
borough corporate, by the confent of the more part of the cor-
poration, and the towne and village not corporate by the con-
fent of the more part of the inhabitants thereof, may fet, fell
or giue gway, the right, title, and intereft of the faid flaue, to
any other perfon, -as any other common or priuate perfon may
doe with his flaue, by the vertue of this a&. .

XIII. Prouided alwaies and be it enadted, that if it fortune
when the faid vagabond is brought to the faid citie, towne, or
village, where the faid perfon faid he was borne, to appeare
and be manifeft that he or fhe was not there borne; that then
for fuch lie, the faid vagrant {hall bee marked in the face with
an §. and be flaue to the inhabitaunts, or corporation of the
citie, towne, or village where the faid vagrant faid he was borne
in, for euer, upon fuch conditions and orders, in all points as
of a flaue marked in the face is before exprefled: the fame law
and order in all points to bee had of all vagarant perfons.and va-
gabonds, being borne in any other nation or countrie then in
this Realm, as is before exprefled of Engli/b idle perfons (mark-
ing in the breft or face onely excepted) that is to bee had o
the next Port, and there to bee kept of the inhabitants of the-
fayde next Port in conuenient labour, and from idleneffe or
otherwife, till they may bee conueyed ouer; and then at the
cofts of the inhabitaunts of the fayd Port, to bee conueyed ouer
into their countries, '

¢« XIV. And foralmuch as there is many maimed and other-
<.wife lamed, fore, aged, and impotent perfons, which refort to
¢ the City of London, and to othercities, townes, and villages,
¢ on begging, which comming together and making a number,
< doe fill the ftreets or highwaies of diuers cities, townes, mar-
¢ kets and faires; who, if they were feparated might eafily bee
¢ nourithed in the townes and places wherein they were‘bbrne,
¢ or where they were, or haue been moft conuerfant and abiding,
¢ by the fpace of three yeeres.” Be it therefore enacted by the
authoritie aforefaide, that all and fingular Maiors, Shirifs, Bai-
lifs, Conftables, or other head officers of any citie, towne, or
hundred, to which fuch refort is or fhall be, fhall before the
feat of the Purification of our Lady next following, fee all fuch
idle, impotent, maimed, and aged perfons, who otherwife can-
not by their diflcretions bee taken for vagabonds, which were
borne within the faid citie, towne, or hundred, or haue been
there moft conuerfant and abiding, by thé fpace of three yeeres,
as is aforefayde, and now decayed, beftowed and prouided for
of tenantrics, cotiages, or other conuenient houfes to bee lodged
in, at the cofts and charges of the fayde cities, townes, bo-
roughs, and villages, there to be relieued and cured by -the de-
uogion of the good people of the fayde citie, borough, towne, .

. - er
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or.villsge. And that they.doe not fuffer after the tisme before
rehearfed, any other then fuch as either were borne, or haue
been for the moft part conuerfant or abiding, by the fpace afore-
faide, in the faid citie, borough, village; or towae, to remaine
and beg abroad within the precinéts of fuch cities, . townes, vil-
lages, or hundreds, ypon peine that euerie fuch Maiors; Shi-
riffes and Bailiffes,- Conftable, or other officer,: by what name
foeuer hee bee called, fuffering ‘any perfous to beg withia the
precin&t of his or their fuch iurifdiction,- other then is before
rehearfed, for euery three days. thall forfeit ten (hillings ta whom-
foeuer will fue therefore, by bill, information, or a¢tion of debt,

In anyeourt of record, in which fuites no efloine, wager of law
nor proteétion fhal be allowed. . ‘ ’
XV. And for the better performance hereof, bee it ena&ed
by the authority aforefayde, that the Maior of the citie of Lox-
. don, and all other Maiors, Bailifs, Shirifs, Conftables, and other
head officers of euerie Citie, and . Towne corporate, doe with
all conuenient fpeed by themfelues, or by their fufficient depu-
ties by them appointed, hefore the feaft of the Purification next
ecomming; ard fo from time to time, every moneth ornce, make
a view and examination of aged, impotent, and lame perfong
and beggers, as be within the precin& of their iurildiction, and
fee all fuch as wére not borne, nor hath been for the moft part
conuerfant and abiding there by the fpace of three yeeres.com-
plete, conucied on horfebacke, cart, or chariot, or otherwife,
as fhall feeme by their difcretions to the next Conftables, &
they to conuey the. fame to the next Conftables, and fo from
Conftables to Conftables, till the faide perfons be brought ta
the place where they were borne or moft conuerfant and abiding,
as is aforefaid, there to be prouided for, kept, and nourithed
of alms, as is aforefaid, vpon the peine that euery fuch Maior,
Shiriffe, or Conftable, Headborongh, or Head officer, not mak-
‘ing view, nor fending orconueying away, not:receiuing or not
prouiding, as is before.appointed, according to the true purport
or meaning of this a&, to forfeit for euery fuch default Ix. thill-
ings, whereof the one halfe to be to the Kings vfe, the other
to the partie that will fue therefore in any of the Kings courts of
Record, by bill, information, or aétion of debts, in the which

fuites no efloine, wager of law, nor protection fhal be allowed.
XVI. Pronided alwaies, that if any of the faid aged, maimed,
or impotent perfons of the Cities, Townes, or Villages where
they were borne in, or had their moft abiding as is aforefaid,.
. bee not fo lame or impotent, but that they may worke in fome
manner of worke, that then fuch Citie, Towne,\Parith, .on
Village, doe eyther in common prouide fome fuch worke for
them as they might bee occupied in, or appoint them to fuch
as will finde them worke for meat and drinke. And if they re-
fafe of wilfulnefle and ftubbornenefle to worke, or doe runne
away and beg in other places, then to punith the fame accord«
ing to their difcretions, with chaining, beating, or otherwife,’
as ihall feeme to them conuenient, And for the more further<
- Vou. XXIIL Bb ance
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ance of the reliefe of fuch as are in vnfained milerie, and to
whom charitie ought to beextended : Bee it enacted by autho-
ritie aforefayde, that cuerie Sunday and Holiday after the reading
of the Golpell of the day, the Curate of eucrie Parith doe make
(eccording to fuch talent as God hath given him) 2 godly and
briefe exhortation to his Parithoners, mouing and exciting
to remember the poore people, and the dutie of Chriftian cha-
ritie, in relieuing of them which be their brethren in Chrift,
borne in the fame Parith, and needing their helpe.

XVII. Prouided alwaies, that if it fhail chance any fuch ad-
iudged apprentice, fervant, or flaue, as is before rehearfed, to
haue inheritance defcended vato him, or hir, or any other waies®
by the Lawes of this Realm, Ward, or Bondman, or Neife
of bloud, by, or from any of his aunceftors, to any perfon or
perfons; that then it thaibe lawfull toany perfon or perfons, to
whom any fuch Ward, Bondman, or Neife thall apperteine,
to take and feife fach Wards, Bondmen, or Neifes, and them
to returne and keepe as their Wards, Bondmen, or Neifes. °
And the faid Wands, Bondmen, and Neifes fhalbe difcharged
of the faid flauery or other fervitude or bondage aboue rehearfed -
this ftatute or any thing therein conteined to the contrary in any
wife notwithftanding. -

- XVIII. And alfo be it ena&ed, that if any fuch feruant, ap-
prentice, {laue, or flaues, which fhall haue at any time heer-
after any aduancement or lining, accrue, come, or growe vnto
him, or any of them, whereby hee or they may haue a conue-
nient living, that thea and from thenceforth hee or they fo be-
ing aduanced, to bee difcharged of thejr flauerie, feruitude and
bondage: thisaét or any thing therein conteined to the contrarie
in any wife notwithftanding. And if any woman being a feruant
apprentice, or flage, as is aforefayde, being married within the
age of twenty yeres without affent of her mafter, vntil the thall
accomplith and tome to the faid age of tweaty yeres, only ex-

XIX. Be it alfo ena&ted, Thatall leprous and poore bedred
creatures whatfoeuer they bee, may at their owne libertie remaine
and continue in fuch houfes appointed for leprous or bedred peo-
ple, as they now be in, and fhall not be compelled to repaire
into any other countries or places by vertue of this a& : any thi
therein conteined to the contrary notwithftanding. And that
alfo it {ball bee lawfull vnto the fayde leprous and bedred people,

.for their better reliefes, to appoint their pro&or or proctors, fo

there be not appointed aboue the number of two perfons, for any

- one houle of leprous, bedred people, to gither the charitable

almes of all fuch inbabitants as thal be within the compaffe of

foure miles, of any of the faid houfes of leprous and bedred
rfons. » ’

X X. And bee it ordeined and enacted by the authoritie aboue-
faide, That it fhall bee lawfull to euerie perfon, to whom any
perfon in forme abouefaid, fhall bee adiudged a flaue, to put a
ring of iron about his necke, arme, or his leg, for a k:r;orc:
. . OWe
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knowledge and furetie of the keeping of him. And that if any
perfon or perfons doe take, or helpe to take any fuch bond of
iron from any fuch flaue, that then euerie perfon fo doing, with-
-out licence or affent of his miafter, thall forfeit for euery Fuch de-
fault ten pounds fterling. ,

XXI. Bee it further enaced, That this prefent a& fhall be-
fore the firft day of Marchnext comming, bee operily proclaimed
in euerie Citie, corporate Town, and market Towne, vpon
the market daie: and alfo from thenceforth (hall yerely be read
in euerie Shire openly, in two generall quarter Seflions of Peace,
that is to fay, at the generall quarter Seffions next after Mid-
Jummer, and the generall quarter Seffions next after Chriftma/fe,
to the inient that euefie perfon may haue knowledge thereof,
and that this a& thall indure vnto the end of the next Par-
liament,

XXII. Prouided alwaies and bee it enaced, That it (hall bee
lawfull to the Lord Chaunceller of England, or to the Lord
Keeper of the great Seale for the time being, at their difcretions
to grant commiflion vnder the great Seale of England, to euerie
zr any perfon or perfons, that hath or thall haue his of their

oufes or barnes burnt, of fuch loffes, to gather the reliefe and
charitie of others for their ayde and helpe of his or their lofles,
decay, or hinderance, asin time hath paft beene vfed: any
thing conteined in this a& notwithftanding.

= . - . soul

Anno tertio & quarto EDWARDI fexts.

CTS made in the Seflion of Parliament holden

vpon Prorogation at #efiminfler, on the fourth day
of November, in the third yeere of the reigne of our late
Soueraigne Lord EDWARD the fixt late King of Englend,
and there continued and kept vntil the firft dayof Fedrwary
iln the fourth yeere of the reigne of the faid King, as fol«
oweth.

CAP. XVL .

An A& touching the punithment of Vagabonds and other
idle Perfons..

¢ FORAS MUCH as it is notorioufly feene and knowen,
¢ that Vagabonds and Béggers doe dailyincreafc within this
¢ the Kings hi%hneﬂ'e Realme into very great numbers, chiefely
¢ by occafion of idlenes, tother and root of all vices, whereby
¢ doe infue continuall thefts, murders, confpiracies, and other
¢ fundry heinous offences, and partly for that the good and
¢ wholefome lawes and Statutes of this Realme, hath not beene
¢ put in due execution, and partly alfo, by reafon of the mul-
¢ titude of the fame (the extreamitie of fome whereof haue beene

¢ occafion that they haue not beene put in vre) therefore, a‘g\d
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