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knowledge and furetie of the keeping of him. And that if any
perfon or perfons doe take, or helpe to take any fuch bond of
iron from any fuch flaue, that then euerie perfon fo doing, with-
-out licence or affent of his miafter, thall forfeit for euery Fuch de-
fault ten pounds fterling. ,

XXI. Bee it further enaced, That this prefent a& fhall be-
fore the firft day of Marchnext comming, bee operily proclaimed
in euerie Citie, corporate Town, and market Towne, vpon
the market daie: and alfo from thenceforth (hall yerely be read
in euerie Shire openly, in two generall quarter Seflions of Peace,
that is to fay, at the generall quarter Seffions next after Mid-
Jummer, and the generall quarter Seffions next after Chriftma/fe,
to the inient that euefie perfon may haue knowledge thereof,
and that this a& thall indure vnto the end of the next Par-
liament,

XXII. Prouided alwaies and bee it enaced, That it (hall bee
lawfull to the Lord Chaunceller of England, or to the Lord
Keeper of the great Seale for the time being, at their difcretions
to grant commiflion vnder the great Seale of England, to euerie
zr any perfon or perfons, that hath or thall haue his of their

oufes or barnes burnt, of fuch loffes, to gather the reliefe and
charitie of others for their ayde and helpe of his or their lofles,
decay, or hinderance, asin time hath paft beene vfed: any
thing conteined in this a& notwithftanding.

= . - . soul

Anno tertio & quarto EDWARDI fexts.

CTS made in the Seflion of Parliament holden

vpon Prorogation at #efiminfler, on the fourth day
of November, in the third yeere of the reigne of our late
Soueraigne Lord EDWARD the fixt late King of Englend,
and there continued and kept vntil the firft dayof Fedrwary
iln the fourth yeere of the reigne of the faid King, as fol«
oweth.

CAP. XVL .

An A& touching the punithment of Vagabonds and other
idle Perfons..

¢ FORAS MUCH as it is notorioufly feene and knowen,
¢ that Vagabonds and Béggers doe dailyincreafc within this
¢ the Kings hi%hneﬂ'e Realme into very great numbers, chiefely
¢ by occafion of idlenes, tother and root of all vices, whereby
¢ doe infue continuall thefts, murders, confpiracies, and other
¢ fundry heinous offences, and partly for that the good and
¢ wholefome lawes and Statutes of this Realme, hath not beene
¢ put in due execution, and partly alfo, by reafon of the mul-
¢ titude of the fame (the extreamitie of fome whereof haue beene

¢ occafion that they haue not beene put in vre) therefore, a‘g\d
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¢ for diuers good confiderations it is enaced by the King our
¢ Souereigne Lord, with the affent of the Lords Spirituall and
¢ Temporall, and the commons in this prefent Parliament af-
r¢ fembled, and by the authoritie of the fame:* That the Sta-
tute made in the firft yeere of the Kings highnes moft noble
reigne conctrning idle perfons and Vacabonds in certaine cafes,
to be made flaues and fo forth, and all and euery article, matter,
K;'rouifo, branch, and fentence therein contained, fhall be from

Repeale.

encefoorth vtterly repealed, made fruftrate, voide, and of none
effeét.

Confirmation. = II. And that the Statute concerning how aged impotent per-
fons fhould be ordered for their better reliefe, and how' Vaca-
-bonds and ftrong Beggers fhould be punifthed, made in the
xxii. yeere of the late King of moft famous memorie King
Henrie the eight, and euery matter, article, prouifo, branch, and
fentence therein contained, to be from hencefoorth reuiued,
made good, and ftand in full ﬁréng;)h and vertue, and fhall con-

tinue and remaine a perfe& a& of Parliament for euer.

ITI. And be it therefore enated by the authoritie aforefayd,
‘That all Juftices of peace, and euery of them within the limits
of their commiffion, and the Maiors, Shiriffes, Bailiffes, and
other officers within their feueral rules and offices, fhall within
their feueral limits affemble together and make their feueral di-
uifion, according to the purport and effe¢t of this a&, at the
‘next generall quarter feflions of the peace to be holden after the
fealt of Eafler next to come, for the due, fpeedy and diligent
execution of the fame aét. And that if any fuch aged or im-
potent perfon after the feaft of Eafler next to come, ﬁxall offend
contrary to this Statute, that then the fayd offendor thall be
vled and punithed, as in the fame Statute of the two and twen-
tieth yeere of King Henrie the eight is provided. And that be-
fore the feaft of Eaffer no punithment (hall be put in execution
againft any fuch impotent, lame, and aged perfon, but only by
the difcretion of the next Juftice of peace of the fame Shire where
fuch an offendor (hall be apprehended, any thing in thefayd A&
to the contrarie notwithftanding. '

IV. And for the auoiding of the idle loitering of common
labourers of husbandry within this Realme: be it enalted by
the authoritie aforefayd, That fuch common labourers, being
perfons able in ‘body, vfing loitering, and refufing to worke for
fuch reafonable wages as is moft commonly given in the partes
where fuch perfons (hall dwell, (hall bee for euvery fuch time as
he or they refufe to labour, hauing reafonable wages, as is afore-
fayd, adiudged Vacabonds, and fhall be punifhed as ftrong and
mighty Vacabonds, in fuch maner and forme as is declared in
the fayd a& of two and twentith againft vacabonds. A4nd touchr-
.ing maimed, lamed and fore, aged and impatent perfms, which re~
forte to the Citie of London, and to other Cities, Townes and vil-
lages on begging: Bee it ena&ted by the authoritie aforefayd, That
all and fingular Maiors, Shiriffes, Bailiffes, Conftables, or
other head officers of any Citie, Towne or village, to w?ich

: ' uch
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Huch refort is, or fhall be, fhall before the feaft of the Purifica-
tion of our Lady next following, fee all fuch idle, impotent,

maimed, and aged perfons who otherwife cannot by their dif-

cretions be taken for vacabonds, which were borne within the
fayd Citie, Towne or village, or haue beene there moft conuer-
fand abiding by the fpace of three yeeres, and now decaied, be-
ftowed and prouided for, of the Tenantries, Cottages, orother

conuenient houfes to ke lodged in, at the cofts and charges of |

the fayd Cities, Townes, Boroughs, and villages, there to be
relicued, and cured by the deuotion of good people of the fayd
Citie, Borough, Towne or village, and that they doe not fuffer
after the time before rehearfed, any other then fuch as either
were borne, or hath been for the moft part conuerfant, or abid~
" ing by the fpace-of threeyeeres, asis aforefayd in the fayd Bo-
rough, Towne, or Village, to remaine and beg abroad within
the precin&s of fuch Cities, Townes, Villages, or Boroughs,
Except it be fuch as haue letters, or are authorifed or licenfed by force
g‘ this A& : Upon paine that euery fuch Maiors, Shiriffes, and
Bailiffes, Conftable, or other head officer, by what name foeuer
he be called, fuffering any perfon to beg within the precinét of
- his or their fuch iurifdi®ion, other then is before rehearfed, for
euery three daies fhall forfeit ten fhillings, to whom: focuer will

‘fue therefore, by bill, information, or A&ion of debt, in any-

Court of record, in the wkich futes, no Efloine, ne wager of
Jaw, or protection thall be allowed for the defendant.
V. And beit further enacted by the authoritie aforefayd, That

the Maior of the Citic of Lordon, and all other Maiors, Bailiffes,

Shiriffes, Conftables, and other head officers of euery Citie,
Borough, or Towne corporate, and of euery other Towne and
‘Village, doe with all conuenient fpeede by themfelues or their
fufficient deputies, before the feaft of the Purification of our Lady
néxt comming, and fo from time to time euery moneth once,
make a view and examination of aged, impotent, and. lame
perfons, beggers, as be within the precinét of their iurifdiGions,
and fee all fuch as were not borne nor haue beene for the moft
part conuerfant and abiding by the fpace of three yeeres com-
plete, or haue not letters, and authorifed or licenfed by the
force of this Statute, conueied on horfeback, Cart, or other-
wife, as fhall feem by their difcretions, to the next Conftables,
‘and they to conueie the fame to the next Conftables, and fo from
Conftable to Conftable, till'the fayd perfons be brought to the
place where they were borne, or moft conuerfant and abiding,
as is aforefayd, there to be prouided for, kept and nouriihed of
Almes, as is aforeflayd, 'vpon the paine that euery fuch Maior,
Shiriffe or Conftable, headborough, or other head officers, not
making view, nor fendingor conueying away, nor receiuing or
not prouiding, as is before appointed, according to the true
purport or meaning of this A&, to forfeit for euery fuch default
ten fhillings, whergof the one halfe thali be to the Kings vfe,
the other to the party that will fue thereforein any of the Kinge
Courts of record, by.bill, information, A&ion of debt, in the
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which futed, no Effoine, wager of law, or Prate&ion thall bs
allowed for the defendant. .

VI. Prouvided alwaies, and be it ena@ted by the authoritie
aforefayd, That if any of the fayd aged, maimed, or impotent
perfons, of the Cities, Townes, or villages where they were
borne in, or had their moft abiding, as is aforefayd, be not fo
Jame or impotent, but that they may worke in fome maner of
worke: that then fuch Citie, Towne, Parith or Village, doe ei-
ther in common prouide fome fuch worke for them, as they may
be occupied in, or appoint them to fuch as will find them worke
for meate and drinke. And if they refufe of wilfulnefle and
ftubbornefle to worke, or do runne away and beg in other
places, then to punifh the fame according to their difcretions,
with ftocking, beating, or otherwife as fhall feeme conuenient.

VIL. Be it alfo enalted by the authority aforefayd, That all
leproufe and poore bedred creatures, whatfocuer they be, may
at their owne kberty remaine and continue in fuch houfes as are
appointed for leproufe ar bedred people, as they now be in, and
fhall not be compelled to repaire into any other Countries qr
places by vertue of this A&, any thing therein contained to the
contm}' notwithftanding. And thatalfo it (hall be lawful unto
the fayd leproufe and bedred people, for their better relief to ap-
point their pro&or or pro&ors, fo there be not appointed aboue
the number of two perfons, for any one houfe of leprofie or bed-
red people, to gather the charitable almes of all fuch inhabit:mts:J
as fhall be within the compaffe of foure miles of any of the fay
houfes of leproufe and bedred people.

VIII. Prouided alwaies, and be it enagted by the authoritie
aforefayd, That it fhall be lawfull to the Lord Chancellop of
England, or Lord Keeper of the great feale for the time being,
at their dilcretions to grant commiffion vnder the great feale of
England, to euery or any perfon or perfons, that hath, or fhall
haue his or their houfes or barnes burnt, or fuch loffes, or to
fuch as be or fhall be leproufe perfons, to gather the relief and
charitie of others for their relief, or for their aid, and helpe of his
or their loffes, decay, or hinderance, as in time paft hath been
vied, any thing in this A& notwithftanding.

IX. And be it further enaed by the authoritie aforefaid,

" “That all and euery Statute and A& of Parliament made for pu-

nifhment of vacabonds, flaues, aged and impotent perfons, or
any of them, and euery Article, fentence, claufe or provifo,
therein contained, other then this prefent A& and Statute made,
and the fayd A& made in the faid two and twentith yeere, thall

" be from henceforth vtterly void, repealed, and of no effe&t or

force.
¢ X. And forafmuch as diuers men and women going oa
¢ begging, impotent and lame, and fome able inough to labour,

" $'doe carry children about with them of tender age, and fome

¢ of four, fiue or fixe yeeres of age, or yonger, or elder, which
‘ ‘being once brought vp in idleneffe, will hardly be brought af-
¢ ter to any good kind of labour, paine, trauell or feruice:*

Be
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Be it enaled by the authoritie .aforefayd, That if soy child

aboue the dge of fiue yeeres, and vnder the age of fourteene, go
about wandering, as is aforefayd, or elfe alone, in cafe any maner
perfon that is able to keep any fuch child, will take it, be it male
or female, of and from any fuch begger being the father or mo-
ther thereof, nouri(her or keeper, whether they be willing ot
not, or without any fuch Nurfle, father, mother or keeper, by
him or her felfe wandrin?, and bring fuch child fo taken, before
one of the Conftables of the Parith, where the child fhall fo
- fortune to be taken vp, and at the next generall quarter Seflions
ta be holden in the Shire next to the place where the fayd tak
ing vp fhall fortune to be, prefent the fame in the prefence of the
fayd Conftable, before the Juftices of peace at the fame Seflions,
and there in open Seflions promife to bring the fame child vp

in fome honeft labour or occupation till the woman childe come.

to the age of fifteen yeeres and the man child to the age of eigh~
teen yeeres, if the Maifter or Miftrefle fhall chance fo long ta
liue, that then and immediately the fayd Juftices of peace by their
difcretion fhall adiudge by vertue of this A&, the fayd child vnto
the ages before fpecified, to be feruant or feruants to the fayd

rfon or perfons, fo taking and promifing, as is afarefaid, fuch
child to be vied and ordered, in all points according as the law
and cuftome of the Realme is of feruants without wages, to
what labour, occupation, or feruice foeuer the fayd taker vp, or
Maifter or Miftrefle thall appoint him or her, during the fayd
tearme, and the fayd iudgement fhall be entered by the Clearke
of the peace in the fayd Seflions in forme followiag:

¢ EMORANDUM, That at the Seflions of the peace
¢ holden at W, the day, &c. One 1. B. of the Towne of
¢ L. had deliuered to him, according to the forme of the Statute
¢ in that cafe prouided B. T'. efteemed to be of the age of feauen
¢ or eight yeeres, to be ordered according to the forme of the

¢ fayd Statute.?

XI. Andif it fhall fortune fuch child foadiudged to runn away

t any time, once, Or mare times, trom his, or her Maifter or
?\/Iiﬁr'cﬂ'e, tbat then it fhall be lawfull for euery fuch Maifter or
Miftrefle, totake the fayd child againe, and to keepe and punifh
the fayd child in the ftockes, or otherwife by dilcretion, or other-
wife at the liberty of fuch Maifter or Miftrefle, ta haue a warrant
from any Jultice of peace in the fame Shire where the child fq
runns away, for fuch child running away, or going away, as is

prouided by the Statute of labourers, for fuch feruants as de--
part away from their Maifter or Miftrefle, without a reafonable

caufle before the end of their tearm. S
XII. And that euery Juftice of peace thall by farce of this
A& haue authoritie and power, to make fuch warrant againft
euery fuch perfon fo geing, and running away, in like forme as
they or any of them may doe againdt any feruant departing out
of his Maifters feruice witho}\;tl:icen{é, or reafonablg caufe, and
| 204 - by
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by foroe of the fame watrant, the child (o running or-goin
away, to be taken and ordered in euery degree, asis proui

- by the -fayd Statute of labourers for feruants departing‘ out of
t

their Maifter or Miftrefle feruice, as is aforefayd.

XIII. -And be it further enaéted by the authoritie aforefayd,
‘That if, and as often as it fhall chance the father, mother,
nurfle, or other bearer about of the child, or any other pérfon
or perfons, to fteale, or intife away any fuch child, adiudged
for a feruant, as is aforefayd, that then, and fo often it fhall be
lawfull for the maifter, or miftrefle of the fame child to be at his
or their liberty, to take an A&Qion vpon the Statute of labourers,
againft euery fuch perfon fo ftealing, orintifing away fuch child as
he or they might haue, by reafon of the faid Statute for labourers,
sgain@t him, or them that retaines any mans feruant out of his
feruice, before the end of the fayd tearme, or elfe to take an
A&ion of Trefpafle azainft fuch offendor, in which A&ion hes
fhall recouer his dammages, and treble coftes of his fute.

XIV. Prouided alwaies, and be it ena&ted by the authoritie
aforefayd, That if the Maifter, or Miftrefle, to whom fuch
child as is aforefayd fhall be adiudged to be feruant, be vnrea-
fonable in ordering, and bringing vp of fuch child, that then
at all times vpon complaint made at the generall quarter Seffions
of the peace, in the Countie where the fayd child (hall be by
two honeft neighbours of the fame place, or Towne where ‘the
faid child fhall fortune to be fo vnreafonably ordered, if it fhall
appeare by honeft witnefie to the Juftices of peace at the fame
Seffions that the complaint thereof made fhall be true, then the
Juftices of peace at ‘their generall Seffions in the fame Shire,
where fuch complaint fhall be made, fhall by vertue of this A&
haue authoritie and power to difcharge the fayd child from his or
their vnreafonable maifter, or miftrefle, and appoint the fame to’
fome other honeft maifter, or miftrefle, vato the fayd ages, to be
ordered in euery degree as the fayd child thould haue beene with
h's former maitter or miitreffe, and that order, and appointment

* to be written in the Booke of the Clearke of the peace, for the

which entrie the faid Clearke of the peace (hall haue foure pence
for his labour, and not aboue, and in like maner (hall have foure
pence and notaboue, for the firft entrie of thechild to be feruant, as

- isa‘orefayd, tobe payd by the mailter,or miftrefle of thefayd child.

XV. Prouided alwaies, and be it enalted by the authoritie
aforefayds That if the woman child to be appointed a feruant,
as is aforefayd, te married afore her age of 15. yeeres, that then
by that marriage, (he (hall be difcharged of feruice. This a&t
or any thing therein contained to the contrarie notwithftanding.

XVI. Prouided alwaies, and be it enacted by the authoritie
aforefaid, That all and euery vacabond, or begger, being barne
in any other nation, or Countrie then within this Realme, thall
in maner, and forme afarefayd, and vpon the forfeitures, and
penalties before mentioned, bee conueyed from place to place,
or to the place, or marches next adioyningy to his or their na-
tiue countrie, or to the next Port, if there be a fea hetweene
this Realme, and his or their faide countries, there to be kept

of
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of the inhabitants of the faid next Port, in conuenient labour
from idlenefse, or othrerwife till they may be conueyed ouer,and
then at the cofts of the inhabitants of the faid Port, if them-
felues fhall not aue wherewith, to be conueyed ouer intp their
natiue countries. ‘ S

v T

‘ . Anno decimo tertio Regine ELIZABETHE.
-TH

AT the Parliament begun and holden at We¢fminfer
the fecond day of Apri/, in the thirteenth year of
the reign of our moft gracious fovereign Lady. Elizabeth,
by the grace of God, of England, France, and Ireland,
Queen, Defender of the Faith, {J¢. and there continued
until the diffolution of the fame, to the high pleafure: of
Almighty God, and the weal publick of this realm.

3 CAP. XVIIL '
'An aét for bringing of tbe Riuer of Lee, to the Northfide of
the Citie of London, .

ORASMUCH as it is perceiued by many grave and wife
X" men, afwell of the Citie of London, as of thq Countrey, that
st were very commodious and prgitable, both for the Citie and the
Countrey, that the River of Lee, otherwife called Ware River,
might be brought within the land, ‘to the North - part of the fayd
Citie of London, the [ame to be cut out of the fayd River, in the

moft apteft and meeteft place of the [ayd Riuer of Lee, to haue from Furtber im-
trence the leading and paffage o t[e Jayd water, tba;ow Jfuch a con- proved by 1»

aenient and meete cut, as may [crue for the nauigation of Barges and
other veffels for the carriage and conueying afwell of all Merchandifes,
corne, and vitluals, as other neceffaries, from the Towne of Ware,
and all other places neere the faid Riuer, vato the fayd Citie of Lon:
don, and from the [ayd Citie, to the [a5d places, and the Fowne {

Ware, and alfo for Tiltbotes and Whirries, for conueying of the

Queenes fubiells to and fro, to their great eafe and commoditie. In
confideration of the premiffis, and of diuers fundry commodious, pro-
fitable, and beneficiall caufes, which are like to infue to the bodie of
this common wealth, and fo incidently to many particuler perfons : Be:
it enacted by the Queenes moft excellent Maieftie, with the af-
fent of the Lords Spirituall and Temporall, and the commons
in this prefent Parliament affembled, and by the authoritie of
the fame, That it fhall be lawfull to the Lord Maior, Com-
-minaltie, and Citizens of the Citie of London, and their fuc-
ceffors, at any time or times hereafter, to beginne and continue
the laying out of fuch conuenient limits of ground, for -the
making of the trench for the fayd Riuer, at fuch breadth, asto
them and their deputies and workemen thall be feene conueni-

ent and meete for the fame, and in that place that they:fhall

find to be moft apt and mecete for that purpofe, to haue, take,
B ‘ | | . - and

G. 3. ¢. 312,



