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chofen and authorized, or any twelue of them, fhall determine
and appoint. And that fuch owners, their heires, and affignes,
thall haue fuch reafonable remedie, by a&ion of debt, or di-
ftrefse, or otherwife to recouer, haue, and obteine the faid re-
compence, as the Lord Chancellor, or Lord Keeper of ‘the
great feale of England for the time being, together with the fiid
fixteene Commiffioners, or with any twelue of them, fhall ap-
point: any thing in this A& to the contrary notwithftanding. '

.

Anno tricefimo nono Régine ELIZABETHE,

A T the Parliament begun and holden at Wefminfer,
the four and twentieth day of Offober, in the nine
and thirtieth year of the reign of our moft gracious fove-
reign Lady Elizabeth, by the grace of God, of England,
France, and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith, &,
and there continued until the dificlution thereof, being

the ninth of February next following, one thoufand five

hundred ninety feven; to the high pleafure 'of Almighty
God, and the weal publick of this realm. ) )

CAP III.
An A for the reliefe of the poore.

B E E it enatted by the authority of this prefent Parliament, That
the Churchwardens of euery parifh, and foure fubftantialt
houfeholders there being Sybfidie men, or fgr want of Subfidié
men, foure other fubftantiall houfeholders of the faid parith

‘who fhall be nominated yeerely in Eafter weeke, vnder the h,ami
and Seale of two or more Juftices 'of the peace in the fame
County, whereof one to be of the Quorum, dwelling in, or neere
the fame parith, fhall be called ouerfeers of the poore of the
fame parith, and they or the greater part of them fhall take or-
der from time to time, by, and with the confent of two or more
fuch Jultices of peace, for [etting to worke of the children of

all fuch whofe parents fhall not by the faid perfons be thought .

able to keepe and mainteine their children, And alfo zall fuch
perfons married or vnmarried, as hauing no means to mainteine
them, vfe no ordinary and dayly trade of life to get their living
by, and alfo to raife weekely or otherwife (by taxation of euery
inhabitant, and euery accupier of lands in the faid parith, in
fuch competent fum and funs of money as they fhall think fit)
a conuenient ftocke of Flaxe, Hempe, Wooil, Threed, Iron,
and other neceffary ware and ftuffe to fét the poore on worke,
and allo competept fums of money, for, and towards the ne-
ceflary reliefe of the lame, impotent, old, blind, and fuch other
among them being poore, and not able to work, & alfo for the
puting out of fuch children to be apprentites, to be gathered
out
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out of the fame parith, according to the abilitie of the faid parith,
and to doe and execute all other things as well for the difpofing
of the faid ftocke, as otherwife concerning the premiffes, as to
them fhal] feeme conuenient : which faid churchwardens and
ouerfeers {o to bee nominated, or fuch of them as fhall not bee
let by fickng(le or other iuft excufe, ta bee allowed by fuch two
JuBtices of peace 6r more, thall meete together at the leaft once
euery moneth in the Church of the faid parith, vpon the Sun-
day in the afternoone, after diuine Seruice, there to confider of
fome good courfe to be taken, and of fome meete orders to bee
fet downe in the premiffes, and fhall within foure dayes after
the end of their yeere, and after other ouerfeers nominated as
aforefaid, make and yeeld vp to fuch two Juftices of peace, a
true and perfet account of all fums of monie by them receiued
or rated and fefled, and not receiued: and alfo of fuch flocke
as fhall be in their hands, or in the hands of any of the peore
to worke, and of-all other things concerning their faid office,
and fuch fum or fums of monie as fhal be in their hands, fhall
pay and deliuer ouer to the faid Churchwardens and ouerfeers,
newly nominated and appointed as aforefaid, vpon paine thac
cuery one of them ablenting themfelues without lawfull caufe
as aforefaid, from’fuch monethly meeting for the purpofe afore-
fayd, or being negligent in their office, or in the execution of
the orders aforefaide, beeing made by, and with the affent of

- the fayde Juftices-of Peace, to forfeit for euery fuch defaul,

twentie fhillings. And be it alfo ena&ted, That if the fayd Ju-
ftices of Peace doe perceiue that the Inhabitaunts of anie Parith
are not able to leuie among themfelues fufficient fummes of
money for the purpofes aforefayd, that then the faid Juftices
fhall, and may taxe, rate, and aflefse, as aforefayd, anie other
of other Pari(hes, or out of any Parith within' the hundred
where the fayde Parith is, to pay fuch fumme and fummes of
money to the Churchwardens and Querfeers of the fayde poore
Parifh, for the fayde purpofes, as the fayde Juftices fhall thinke
fit, according to the intent of this Lawe. And jf the fayde
Hundred fhall not bee thought to the fayd Juftices, able, and
fit to relieue the fayde feuerall Parithes not able to prouide for
themfelues as aforefayde, then the Juftices of Peace, at their
generall Quarter Seffions, or the greater number of them, thall
rate, and affefle, as aforcfayde, anie osher of other Parithes, “or
out of any Parifh within the fayde Countie, for the purpofes
aforefayd, as in their difcretion #hall feeme fit.

II. And that it thall be lawfull for the fayd Churchwardens.
and Querfeers, or anie of them, by warrant from anie two

.fuch Juftices of Peace, to leuie as well the fayd fummes of mo-

ney of euery one that fhall refufe to contribute according as
they fhall be affefled, by diftrefle and fale of the offendours
goods, as the fummes of money or ftocke which fhall be be
hind vpon any account to be made as aforefayd, rendering to the
artic the overplus, and in defe&t of fuch diftreffe, it fhall be
‘-waull for any fuch two Jultices of the Peace, to commit him to
Prifon,
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Prifon, there to remayne without bayle or maineprife, till pay-
ment of the fayd fumme or ftocke. And the fayd Juftices of
Peace or any one of them, to fend to the houfe of Corre&tion
fuch, as (hall not imploy, themfelues to worke, beeing appoynted
thereunto as aforefayd : Andalfo any two fuch Juftices of Peace,
to commiit to Prifon euery one of the fayde Churchwardens and
Ouerfeers, which fhall refufe to accompt, there to remayne
without-Bayle or Mayneprife, till hee haue made a true accompt,

and fatisfied and payed fo much as upon the fayde accompt
thall be remayning in his hands.

III. And be it further ena&ed, That it fhall bee lawfull for-

the fayd Churchwardens and Querfeers, or the greater part of’
them, by the affent of anie two Juftices of the Peace, to bind
anie fuch children as aforefayd to be Apprentices,  where they
fhall' fee conuenient, till fuch manchild fhall come to the age
of foure and twentie yeares, and fuch woman-child to the age
of one and twentie yeares : The fame to be as effectuall to all
purpofes as if fuch child were of full age, and by indenture of
Gouenant bound him or her felfe. .And to the intent, that necefs
[arie places of babitation may more ‘comueniently be prousded for fuch
poore impatent people.  Be it enaéted by the authoritie aforefayd,
That it fhall and may be lawfull for the fayd Charchwardens
and Overfeers, or the greater part of them, by the leaue of the
Lord or Lords of the Manor, whereof anie waft or common
within their Parith is or fhall be parcell, and vpon agreement
before with him or them made in Writing, vrider the hands and
Seales of the fayd Lord or Lords, or otherwife, according to anie
order to be fet downe by the Juftices of Peace of the fayde
county, at their generall Quarter Seflions, or the greater part
of them, by like leaue and agreement, of the fayd Lord or Lords
it Writing vnder his or their hands and Seales, to ere&, build,
and fet vp in fit and conuenient places of habitation, in fach
wafte or common, at the generall charges of the Parifh, or
otherwife of the hundred or Countie as a%orefayde, to bee tax-
ed, rated, and gathered, in manner before exprefled, conuenient
houfes of dwelling for the fayd impotent poore, and alfo to place
Inmates, or more families then one in one cottage or houle:
One A& made in the one and thirtieth yeare of her Maiefties
raigne, intituled, An A& againft the erecting and maintaining
of cottages, or any thing therein contained to the contrary not-
withftanding. ‘ " '

-IV. Prouided alwayes, That if any perfon or perfons thall find
themfelues grieued with any Sefle or Taxe, or other A& done
by the fayd Churchwardens, and other perfons, or by the fayd
Juftices of Peace, that then it thall bee lawfull for the Juftices
of Peace at their generall quarter Seffions, or the greater num-
ber of them, to take fuch order therein as to them fhall be

thought conuenient, and the fame to conclude and bind all the-

faid parties.

V. And be it further ena&ed, That the parents or children .

- of euetie poore, olde, blinde, lame, and impotent perfon or
L other
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other poore perfon; not able to worke, being of fufficient abi-
litie, fhall at their owne charges, relieue and maintaine euery
fuch poore perfon in that manner, and according to that rate,
as bk); the Juftices of Peace of that Countie where fuch fufficient
perfons dwell, or the greater number of them, at their generall
quarter Seffions fhall be affefled, vpon payne that euery one of
them to forfeit xx. s. for euery moneth; which they thall faile
therein.

VI.- And be it further hereby enaéted, That the Maiors,
Bailiffes, or other head] Ofticers of euery corporate Towne
within this Realme being Jufice or Juftices of Peace, fhall
haue the fame authoritie by vertue of this A&, within-the li-
mits and precin&s of their corpofations; afwel out of Seflions,
as at their Seflions, as is hercin limitted, prefcribed and
pointed to any of the Juftices of Peace of the Countie, for all
the vles and purpoles in this A&e prefcribed, and no other Ju-
ftices of Peace to enter or meddle there. T

VII. And be it alfo ena&ted, That if it fhall happen any
Parifh to extend it felfe into moe Counties then one, or partto.
lye within the liberties of any Citie or Towne corporate, and
part without, that then, alwell the Juftices of Peace of euarie
Countie, as alfo the head officers of fuch citie or towne co
rate, fhall deale and intermeddle only in fo much of the faid
parith as lieth within their libertie, and not any further.

VIIL And be.it further enated by the authoritie aforefaid,
That from the firft day of Nouember next enfuing the end of
this Seflion of parliament, no perfon or perfons whatfoeuer thall
goe wandring abroad, and begge in any place wherelocuer, by
licence or without, vpon paine to be efteemed, taken, and pu-
nithed as a Rogue. .

IX. Prouided alwaies, That this prefent AQ thall not extend
to anie poore people, which (hall afk reliefe of victualls onely
in the fame parith where fuch poore people doe dwell, fo the
fame be in fuch time ouely, and according to fuch order and
dire&ion, as (hall be made and appointed by the Churchwardens
and Ouerfeers of the poore of the fame Parith, according to the
true intent and meaning of this A& =

X. And further be it enacted by the authoritie aforefayd,
that all penalties and forfeitures before mentioned in this A&,
fhall goe and be imployed to the vie of the paore of the fame
Parith, and towardes a ftocke and habitation for them, and
other neceffarie vles and reliefe, as before in this A& are men-
tioned and exprefled, and fhall be leuied by the fayde Church-
wardens and Querfeers, or one of them, by warrant from anie
two fuch Juftices of Peace by diftrefle & fale, as aforefayd, or
in defe thereof, it fhal be lawful for anie two fuch Juftices of
Pejce to commit the otfender to ptilon, there to remayne with-
opt bayle or mayneprife, tll the faid forfeitures fhail be fatisfied
and payed : And forafmuch as all begging is forbidden by this pre-

XI. Bee
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© . X, Bee it further enafed by the authoritie aforefayd, That

the Juftices of Peace of eugry Countie or place ¢orporate, or the

‘more part of them in their generall Seflions to be holden, next
after the end of this Seffion of Parliament, or in default thereof,
at the Quarter Seflions to be holden, about the Feaft of Eafter
next, fhall rate euery Parith to fuch a weekely fumme of money
as they fhall think conuenient, fo as no Parith be rated aboue
‘the fumme of fixe pence, nor vnder the fumme of an halfe-
pennie, weekely to bee payed, and -fo as the totall fumme of
fuch taxation of the Parithes in -euerie Counti¢, amount not
aboue the rate of two pence for euerie Parith in'the fayde Coun-
tie, which fammes fo taked, fhall bee yearely afitfled By the
‘agreement of the Parithioners within themfelues, or in default
thereof by the Churchwardens and ‘Conftables-of the fame Pa-
rifh, or the more part of them, or-in default of their agrees
ment, by the order of fuch Juftice or Juftices of Peace as fhall
“dwell in the fame Parith, or (if none be there dwelling) ‘in-the
parts next adioyning : And if any perfon fhall refule, or neglec
to pay any fuch portion of money fo taxed, it fhall be lawfull
far the fayd Churchwardens and Conftables, ot in their default
for the Juftices of the Peace, to leuie the fame bgdiftreﬂ'e, and
fale of the goods of the partie {o refufing or neglecting, render-
-ing to the partie the overplus, and in default of fuch diftrefle,
it thall be lawfu]l to any Juftice of that limit, to commit fuch
perfons to prifon, there to abide without bayle or mayneprife

till he haue payed the fame.
XI1. And bee it alfo enacted, that the fayd Juftices of the Peace,

at their generall Q;larter Seffions to bee holden at the time of
fuch taxation, fhal

ney fhall be fent quartérly out of euery countie or place corpo~
rate, for the reliefe of the poore Prifoners of the Kings Bérich,
and Ma(halfey, and alfo of fuch Hofpitdlls, and Almes-houfes,
as fhall be in the fayd Countie, and what fummes of money

fhall be fent to euery one of  the fayde Hofpitalls, and Almes-

houfes, fo as there be fent out of euery Countie yearely twens
tie fhillings at the leaft, to- the fayde Prifoners of the Kings
Bench, and Marthalfey, which fummes ratablie to bee affeflfed

vpon euerie Parifh, the Chutthwardens of euetie Parith fhall-

truely colle& and pay ouer to the High-Conftable, in whofe Di-
uifion fuch Parifh fhall bee fcituate from time to time quartetly,
tenne dayes before the end of euerie Quarter: And euerie fuch
Contftable at euerie fuch Quarter Seffions in futh Countie, fhall
pay ouer the fame to two fuch Juftices of the Peace, or to one
of them, as fhall bee by the more part of the Juftices of Peace
of the Countie, eleted to bee Treafurers of the fayde Collec-
tion, which Treafurers in euerie Countie fo chofen, fhall con-
tinue but for the fpace of one whole yeare, dand then giue vp
their charge with a due account of their receipts and difburfe-
ments at their meeting in the Quarter Seflions, to bee holden
after the Feaft of Eafter in euerie yeare, to fuch others as fhall
from yeare to yeare in fourme aforefayde, fuccefliuely bee elec-

VoL, XXIII. Ce ted
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fet downe what competent fumme of tho-
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ted, which feyde Treafurers, or ose of them, fhall - ,pugg
thefametothc Lord chiefe Juftice of England, and
Maréhall for the time being, equally to bee divided tp the »
aforefayd, taking their acquittanices for the fame, or .ip
of the fayde chiefe Juftice, to the next auncientt Jufhce of the
Kings Bench, as aforefayde. And if anie Churchwarden, or
(table, or his Executours, or Admxmﬁratouww
fz le to make payment in fourme aboue fpecified, then euene
Churchwarden, his Executors, or Adminiftratours fo offending,
fhall forfeite for euerie time, the fumme of tenna dhilli
everie High-Conftable, his' Executours or Adminiftratotirs,
forfeit for euesie time the fumme of twentie fhillings, the famse
forfeitures together with the fummes behind, -to be. leniad by
the fayde Treafurer and Treafurers by zofdtﬂnﬂ'e, aud- &l
of the goods as aforefayd, in forme aﬁore d, znd by them. to
®e imployed, towards the charitable vfes: compnfed in ﬁnM
; X I. And bee it further enacted, That all the furplufageoef
which fhall be remayning in  the faid focke of any o
zxe, all by difcretion of the more part of the Juftices of Neak
in their Quarter Seflions, be ordered, difiributed and befvavied
Yor. the velwefe of. the poore Hofpitalls of that.Ceurtie;: snd of
ghofe that thall fuftayne loffes by fire, watery the-Ses,. orsorther
xafualties, and to fuch other charitable purpofes, forthe :relinte

7of the poore, as to the more part of the fayd Juftices of 1 Prace

. mll feeme conuenient, . : G1q
i . XIV. And bee it further ena&ed, That if: my Traﬁmehlh%l |
wilﬁ:lly refufe to take vpon him the faid office of T'reatuvroribip,
‘or refufe to diftribute and giue reliefe according to fuch fdremtms
fhall be. appoimted by the more part of the fayde Jufticesief
Peace, that then it thall be lawfull for the Juftices. of Péaoe:in
~ their quarter Seffions, or in their default for the Juftices ofAfitne,
.atthe Affizes to be holden in the fame-county, to fine the fhme
“Freafurer by their diferetion > the fame fine to be leuyed le
of his. oods, and to be profecuted by anie two of du ﬁy Ju-
fices of Peace whom they (hall authorife. z
XV, Prouided alwayes nexertheleffe, T hat everie ﬁoﬂicr
difcharged of his feruice, or otherwife lawfully. licenfed so;
into his Countrie, and not hauing wherewith ta rdlieve hims-
ﬁelfc in his trauells homewards, andcuery Sea-faring man land-
ing from Sea, not hauing wherewith to relieue himfelfe: dmdis
trauels homewardes, hauing a teftimoniall vnderthe Band. .vf
fome one Juftice of the Peace, of, or neere the place wheve be
landed or was dikcharged, fetting downe thesein the place; aad
time, where, and when he land » or was difcharged, : 4ngl-the
splace of the parties dwalling or birth, vato mhich he istopafle,
.and a. conuenient time therein to be limited. for:his padiage,
Shall and mrzy without incurring the danger or. pesaltie of, 4his
. Ade in the rviuall wayes, . du'cékl ‘to theplate ¥ntewhich| hee
ie direQed to pafle, and within the time in fuch his tef\iopaniall
. lnmmd for Im p;ﬂ'age, afke, and. meanfuch nheft ae vilall
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bee heceflarie, “in, and for kis paflage: ‘This ARedriaty thibg
thérein contained to the wmuﬁdmg‘mﬁm&ng; ,:'fzn;» PR
" RWI, Provided ahwayes, That this:AQ¢ full endureribdéngbd
then to the ende of the next Seffion of Partiament.. - .1 11— -
wl 5 7 v A Y L T NIRY TR
MR . T G AP. I“ Y N oL e s'f"-:’..f!

N ; : . y 1 g - P
ﬁh ‘{M‘(’ for puniﬁmt of ; é‘g?:;?, Vggi;%ﬂdf, /gnd ]fard}{
- AL Ot
~JPOR the fuppmfling of Roguesy Vaiahands, and Aturdig
‘ rF Beggets:’ Bee it enacted by the-huthorftie of this prefens
Parnliameatr, .that from and after-she ¥Fealt of £afir next ;coms
ming; all Statutes heretofore made fof the punifiment of Roglesi
Usagebonds, or . frardie Bepgers, .o for the evection vr, saingdy
oaunce of houfes of Carnedton; -ar tonching. the fames fhall fog
fi muck as concerneth the fame be viterly sepealed: And tha
from anfl after the faid Feaft of Eaffer, from tume.toitingg it
fhall and may be fawfull to and for the Iuftices of Peace of -anie
Countie or Citie in this Realme, or the Dominiotis' of W ales,
aflembled st any quarter Seffions of the Peace within the fame
LCountie, Citie, Borough, or. Towne corpotate, ar the mare part
of them, 0 fet downe order to.ere@®; and to caufe to be ere@ed
“one or more houfes of Corre@ion within their feuerall Counties
a0 Citles ;s for the doing and performing ‘whereof, and for the
of money, and all other things neceffary

s ]
s o

g‘ouidin of ftockes
tbe&nt, and for raifing and gouerning of the fame, -and

fot corre®ion and punifhment of offenders thither to be com-~
mitted, fuch orders as the fame Iuftices or the more part of
“them {hall from time to time take, reforme, or fet downe in
any their faid quarter Seflions in that behalfe thal be of force,
and be.duely performed and put in execution. S
~[1,./And be it alfo fusher enacted by the authoritie afordfid,
-‘That 2l perfons calling themfelves Schollers going about beg -
ing, all Sea-faring-men-pretending loffes of their fhippes ot
ﬁods on the Sea going about the countrie begging, All idle per-
“fons going about. in anie countrie either begging or vfing any
. pubstile cvift, or valawfull games and playes, or fayning themi-
felues to haue knowledge in Phifiognomie, Palmeftrie, or other
- Jike craftie fcience, or pretending that they can teil deftenies,
fonunes, or (uch other like fantafticall imaginatioas :. All per-
* fons that bee,.or wtter thenifelues to be- Pro@ors, Proocurers,
- Patest: zatherers, or Colle@ors for Gaoles, Prifons, or Hofpi-
t-eslls - &1} Fencers, Berewards, common Players of Entertudes,
« smd Minfirelld, wandering abroad (other then Playera of Emtor-
Judes belonging to anie Bavon of this Realme; or aaie jotberhyo-
nourdble perfonage of preater:degree, to bet authorifedst
~ whder the hand and Seale of Armes of fuch Baron ar perf ;
- All huglers, Tinckers, Pedlers, and pettie Chapmen wandeAng
: sbread, ‘All. wandering perfons and common Labouseys;ibeing
i:sHerfons able in body, vfing loytering, and refufing to wexke. For
13flich reafonable wages, as is taxed or conmmonly giuen in fuch
Cc2 parts,

387



