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hereby allowed the liberty and benefit of returning home navi-
gated in the manner as herein before is provided.

CAP. IV.

Anal for the more effefiual fecuring and emaur.agi;:g the irade
 of his Majefly's Britith fubjects o America, and for the
encouragement of [eamen to enter into bis Majefly’s fervice.

WHEREAS the trade of his Mujefly’s fubjels in America
hath’ for mary ycars been greatly annayed by the. Spanjards,
their undeubted 'righ! to navigate in thofe feas, withaut any malefla-
ticn, bath been unjuftly-interrupted, on pretences ajtogether groundlefs
and unwarrantable, divers [bips and veffels belonging to Britith fab-
jedls bave been feized and confifeated, the [ailors bave been .injuriouf-
ly imprifoned, and barbaroufly treated, and the Britith zolours have
been infulted in the meft ignominious manyer : and whereas bis. Maje-
fly hath been obliged to declare war againf! the king of Spain, hisvaf-
Jaisy and fubfels, to rivenge the injuries, and obtiiu ample. fatisfac-
ticu [or the wrongs done to his fubjefls: now for the better car-
rving on the faid war with 'vigour, and for the encouragement
ot the officers and feamen of his Majefty’s thips.of war, and the
officers and feamen of all other Briti/b thips and veflels having
‘commiflions or letters of marque, and for, inducing all Briig
feamen, who may be in any foreign fervice, .to return into this
_kingdom,” and become ferviceable to his Majeity, and for the
more cffectual fecuring and extending the trade of his Majeity’s
fubje&ts to America, and clfewhere, be it enated by the King’s
moft exccllent Majefty, by and with the advice and .confent of
the lords fpiritual and temporal, and commons, in this prefent
Officers, fea- parliament affembled, and by the authority of the fame, That
m‘j‘}orl“;‘i‘;‘;;e" the flag-cfficers, commanders, and other officers, feamen,
o have the. Tnarines, and foldiers, on board every fhip and veffe} of war in
fole property his Majefty’s pay fhall have the fole intereft ard property of and
of all prizes in a]l and every fhip, veflel, goods, and merchandize, which
they taken they fhall take after the fourth day of Fanuary, in the year of
4"3‘_;?,‘?:‘739. ‘our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and thirty nine, in Ex-
And in any ‘rope; 2nd after the.twenty fourth day of Fune, in the year of
other part of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and forty, in any. other
e “’j’&dc' af- part of the world (being firk adjudged lawful prize in ‘any of
,74:_ > his Majefty’s courts of admiralty in Great. Britain, or in his
: plantations in America, or elfewhere) to be divided in fuch pro-
portions, and after fuch manner, as his Majefty, his heirs and
fucceffors fhall think fit to order and direct, by proclamation to

"be iffued for that purpole. -
; . I1. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid,
Lord high ad- “Thar the lord high admiral of Great Britain, or the commii-
miral, X 10 -fioners for executing the office of lord high admiral of Great
*ons to com- Britare for the time being, or any three or more of them, or
manders of ‘any perfon or perfons in any part of America, or elfewhere, by
provatects.  him or them impowered or appointed, thall, from and after the
fourth dzy of awuary, one thoufand feven hundred and thirty

nine,

Preamble.
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nine, at the requeft of any Briti/h owner or owners of any fhip
or veflel, giving fuch bail and fecurity as have been ufually taken
upon granting commiffions, or letters of marque (except only
for the payment oft the tenths of the value of prizes which fhall
be taken, to the lord high admiral, or commiflioners for exe-
cuting the office of lord high admiral for the time being) caufe
to be iffued forth in the ufual manner, one or more commiffion
or commiffions, to any perfon or perfons whom fuch owner or
owners {hall nominate to be commander, or in cafe of death
fucceflively commanders, of fuch fhip or veffel, for the attack-
ing, furprizing, feizing, and taking, by and with fuch fhip or
veffel, or:the crew thereof, any place or fortrefs upon ‘the land,
or any-fhip or veffel,* goods, ammunition, arms, ftores of war,
or merchandizes; belonging to 6r poffeflfed by any of his Maje-
fty’s enemies, in any fea, creek, haven, or river; and that fuch
thip or thips, veffel or veffels, arms, ammunitions, ftores of war,
goods,: and- merchandizes whatfoever, ‘with all their furniture,
gackle, or apparel fo to be taken by or with fuch private owner
ot owners, {hip-or veflel, according to fuch commiffion an
ommiffions, being firft adjudged lawful prize in any of his Ma-
jofty’s courts of admiralty as aforefaid, fhalF wholly and intirely
‘bulong- to, ‘and be divided between and among, the owner and
owners of fuch thip or veflel, and the feveral perfons which
fhall bt on board the fame, and be aiding and affifting to the
taking tRéreof, in fuch fharesand proportions, as thall be agreed
on- with the owner or owners of fuch fhip or veffel, as fhall b¢
the captor thereof, their agents, or fattors, as the proper goods
and chittels of ‘fuch owner or owners, and the perfon's that fhall
be: thus intitled thereto, by virtue of fuch agreements among
themfelves; and'that neither his Majefty, his heirs or fucceffors,
or-any admiral, vice-admiral, governor or other perfon commif-
fionéd by or claiming under his Majefty, his heirs or fucceffors,
or any perfon or perfons whatfoever, other than the owner or
owners of fuch fhip or veffel, being the captor of fuch prize,
thip, or veffel, arms, ammunition, ftores of war, goods, and mer-
thandizes, and the perfons claiming under him or them, fhall
be intitled to any part or fhare thereof, except as to the cuftoms
and duties herein after mentioned; any cuftom, ftatute, or other
law to the contrary notwithftanding. _
III. And for the more fpeedy proceeding to condemnation, How the priz-
or other determination of any prize, fhip or veflel, goods or ::igal:b?mn.
merchandizes, taken as aforefaid, and for leffening of the ex- gemnation.
pences that have been ufual in the like cafes, be it further en-
acted by the authority aforefaid, That the judge or judges of
fuch court of admiralty, or other perfon or perfons thereto au-
thorized, fhall, within the fpace of five days, ‘after requeft to
him or them for that purpofe made, finifh the ufual preparatory
examination of the perfons commonly examined in fuch cafes in
order to prove the capture to be lawful prize, or to enquire
whether the fame be lawful prize or not, and that the proper
monition ufual in: fuch cafes fhall be iffued by the perfon or per-
fons proper to iffue the fame, and fhall be executed in the ufual

mail-
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manner by the perfon or perfons proper to execute the fame,
within the fpace of three days after requeft in that behalf made;
and ia cafe no claim of fuch capture, fhip, veflel, or goods, (hall
be duly entered or made in the ufual form, and attefted ypon
oath, giving twenty days notice after the execution of fuch mo-
nition; or if there be {uch claim, and the claimant or claimants
fhall not within five days give fufficient fecurity (to be approved
by fuch court of admiralty) to. pay double cofts ta the captor or
captors of fuch thip, veflel, or goods, in cafe the fame fo claim-
ed fhall be adjudged lawful prize, that then the judge or judges
of fuch court of admiralty fhall, upon producing to him or
them the'faid examinations or copies thereof, and upon pro-
ducing to him or them upon oath all papers and, writings which
fhall have been found taken in or with fuch capture, or upoa
oath made that no fuch papers were found, immediately and
without further delay, proceed to fentence, either to difc
and acquit fuch capture, or to adjudge and condemnthe fams as
lawful prize, according as the cafe thall appear to him or thém,
upon perufal of fuch preparatary examinations, and alfo of. the
writings found taken in or with fuch captare,.if ‘any foch wriv
ting fhall be found ; and in cafe fuch claim.thall bg duly entred
or made, and fecurity given thereupon, according to the tenof
and true meaning of this a&, and there thall appear no ecca~
fion to examine any witnefles, ather than what fhall be thea
near to fuch court of admiralty, that then fuch judge or judges
fhall farthwith caufe fuch witneles to be examiged, and withia
the fpace of ten days after fuch claim made and fecurity gives,
Erbcccd. to fuch fentence as aforefaid, touching:fuch capture;
ut in cafe upon making or entring fuch claim and the allegation
and oath thereupon, or the producing fuch writings as fhail
have been found taken in or with fuch capture, or upon the faid
preparatory examinations, it {hall appear doubtful ta the judge
or judges of fuch court of admiralty, whether fuch capture be
lawful prize or not; and it fhall appear neceffary according to
the circumftances of the cafe, for the clearing and determining
fuch doubt, to have an examination of witnefles that are remote
from fuch court of admiralty, and fuch examination (hall be
defired, and that it be fill infifted on behalf of the captors that
the faid capture is lawful prize, and that the contrary be il
perfifted in on the claimants behalf, that then the faid judge or
judges fhall forthwith caufe fuch capture to be appraifed by per.
fons named on the part of the captor, and fworn truly to ape
raife the fame according to the beft of their fkill and knowledge;
or which purpofe the faid judge or judges fhall caufe the goods
found on board to be unladen, and put into proper wareho
with feparate locks of the colle&tor and. comptrollen of the eu-
ftoms, and where there is no comptroller,, of the naval officer,
and the agents or perfons employed by the captors and claimants
at the Charge of the party or parties defiring the fame, and-(hall
after fuch appraifement made, and within the. fpace of: fourteta
days after the making, of fuch claim, proceed tpitake gaod Enlft-l
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fufficient fecurity from the claimants to pay the captors the full
value thereof, according to fuch appraifement, in cafe the fame
fhall be adjudged lawful prize; and after fuch fecurity duly given,
the faid judge or- judges fhall make an interlocutory order, for
releafing or delivering the fame to fuch claimant or claimants, or

“his or their agents, and the fame fhall be attually releafed or
delivered accordingly.

IV. And it is further enacted by the authority aforefaid,
That if any claimant or claimants fhall refufe to give fuch fecu~ .
rity, the judge or judges fhall caufe the captor or captors in like
manner to give good and fufficient fecurity, to be approved of
by the claimant or claimants, to pay the faid claimant or clai-
mants the full value thereof according to the,appraifement, in

" cafe any f[uch capture or captures fhall be adjudged not to bg
lawful prize; and the faid judge or judges thall thereupon pro-
ceed to make an interlocutory order, for the releafing and de-
livering of the fame to the faid captor or captars, or their agents.

V. And it is further enatted by the authority aforefaid,
That all fuch captures as aforefaid, which fhall be brought into
any of his Majefty’s colonies or plantations in America, thall
without breaking gulk ftay there, and be under the joint care
and cuftody of the colletor and comptroller of the cuftoms, or
where there is no comptroller, of the naval officer of the pért or
place where the fame fhall be brought; and all the captors
thereof, and their agents, until either the fame fhall by final
fentence have been ecither cleared and difcharged, or adjudged
and condemned as lawful prize; or that fuch interlocutory or-
ders, as aforefaid, fhall have been made for the releafing or de-
livering of the fame; and upon the condemnation or adjudica-
ion thereof as lawful prize, fhall in cafe the fame were taken

y any fuch private fhip or thips commiffioned as aforefaid, be
immediately delivered unto the captors thereof, and their agents,
to be by them difpofed of as their goods and chattels; and in
cafe the fame were taken by any of his Majeity’s thips of war,
unto fuch perfon or perfons, and to be fo divided and difpofed
of, as his Majefty, his heirs and fucceffors, fhall by proclama-
tion for that purpofe order and direct. '

V1. And be it further enalted by the authority aforefaid, Penaity on
That if any judge or judges, or other officer or officers, in any.iudgf' neglect
of his Majefty’s plantations or dominions abroad, to whom re- °f duty.
fpeively it (hall appertain, fhall delay the doing, performing,
making, or pronouncing any of the feveral proceedings, mat-
ters, or things for, towards, or relating to condemning or dif-
charging, releafing or delivering of any fuch capture, in manner.
aforefaid, within the refpeéive times herein before limited, or
as foon as the fame or any of them ought to be done, according.
to the tenor and true meaning of this ad&, all and every fuch
judge and judges, and other officer and officers, fhall for every
fucﬁ offence forfeit the fum of five hundred pounds; one moiety

thereof to his Majefty, his heirs and fucceffors, the other moiety
thereof, with full cofts of fuit, to fuch perfon or perfons who,
_ | . " fhall,
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fhall inform or {ue for the fame, in any of the courts in or for
any of his Majeity’s faid colonies or plantations, orin any of his
Majefty’s courts of record within his kingdom of Great Britain.

VII. And it is hereby further enaéted by the authority afore-
faid, That there fhall not be paid unto or among all the judges
and officers of fuch court of admiralty in any of his Majelty’s
plantations or dominions abroad, for, towards, or relating to
the adjudging or condemning of fuch capture as aforefaid, as
lawful prize, above the fum of ten pounds, in cafe fuch prize,
fhip, or veflel be under the burthen of one hundred tons; nor
above the fum of fifteen pounds, in cafe the fame be of that or
any greater burtuen; and that upon payment of either of the
faid refpetive fums, as the cafe thall require, to the faid judge
or judees, or any of them, to be by him or them dilpofed or
divided, as he or they fhall think fit, among the officers of fuch
court, fuch judges and officers, and every of them, fhall be
liable to all and every the feveral penalties hereby impofed, for
negle&ing or delaying to do and perform their feveral and re-
fpective dutics or offices in and relating to the feveral proceedings
atorefaid, within the refpective times hereia for that purpole
limited. : ' ' ' '

VIII. Provided neverthelefs, and it is hereby further enacted
by the authority aforefaid, That if any captor or captors, clai-
nmant or claimants, fhall not reft fatisfied with the fentence
given in fuch court of admiralty in any of his Majefty’s plan-
tations or dominions abroad, it fhall and may be lawful for the
party or parties thereby aggrieved, to appeal from the faid court
of admiralty to the commiflioners appointed or to be appointed
under the great feal of Great Brivain, for receiving, hearing,
and determining appeals in caufcs of prizes; fuch appeal to be
allowed in the like manner as appeals to fuch commiflioners are
now allowed from the court of admiralty within this kingdom;
fo asthe fame be made within fourtcen days after featence, and
a «o0od fecurity be likewife given by the appellant or appellants,
that he or they will eifectuaily profccate fuch appeal, and anfwer
the condemuation, as alfo pay treble cofts, as fhall be awarded,
in cafe the fentence of fuch court of admiralty be affirmed; any
thing in this act before to the contrary hereof in any wife not-
withftanding.  Provided always, That the execution of any
fentence fo appeaied from as atorefaid (hall not be fufpended b{
reafon of fuch appeal, in cafe the party or parties appellate thall
aive fufficient fecurity, to be approved of by the court in which
fuch fentence {hall be given, to reftore the thip, veffel, goods,
or effe@s, concerning which f{uch tentence thall be pronounced,
or the full value thereof, to the appellant or appellants, in cafe
the fentence fo appealed from fhall be reverfed.

I1X. And be it further ena®ed by the authority aforefaid,
That if any commander or commanders, officer or officers,
feamen, marines, foldicrs, or others, fhall break bulk on board,
or embezil any of the money, jewels, plate, goods, merchan-
dize, tackle,.furniture, or apparel of or belonging to fuch prize

or prizes fo taken, {uch commander, officer, feaman, marine,
fol-
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foldier, or others, fhall forfeit treble the value of all fuch money,

jewels, plate, goods, merchandizc, tackle, furniture, or apparel,

as he or they fhall embezil ; one third part thereof to be to the '
ufe of Greenwich Hofpital, and the other two third parts thereof

to him or them that will fue for the fame, by action of debrt,

plaint, or information, in any court of record in Great Britain,

in which no effoin, protefion, or wager of law, or more than

one imparlance fhall be allowed. '

X. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That Agents for fale
all appraifements and fales of any thip or fhips, goods, wares, of prizes, how
or merchandizes, as fhall be taken by any of his Majefty’s (hips t‘;"‘ appoint-
of war, fhall be made by agents, or perfons nominated and ap- o
pointed in equal numbers by the commander, officer, or fhip’s
company, and others intitled thereunto (that is to fay) That if
the commander or commanders of fuch thip or fhips, as fhall
take any fuch prize or prizes, fhall nominate and appoint one or
more perfon or perfons, agent or agents, to fell or appraife the
fame as aforefaid, then the officers intitled thereunto, or the
majority of them, fhall nominate and appoint the like number
¢f perfons or agents to act for them, and the thip’s company
and others, or the major part of them, fhall alfo nominate and
appoint the fame number of perfons or agents to at on their
behalf in fuch appraifement or fale ; provided that nothing here-
in contained fhall extend or be conftrued to alter or make void
any agreement or agreements made or to be made in writing
between the owners, officers, and fcamen of any private fhips
or veflels of war. :

XI. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, Publick notice
That after the fale or fales of fuch prize or prizes, as fhall be to be sivengz'
takep from the enemy by any of his Majefty’s fhips of war, :L': agents,

. . . . y ap-
publick notification fhall be given by the perfons or agents ap- pointed to pay
pointed as aforefaid, of the day appointed for the payment of the captors
the feveral fhares to the captors aforefaid ; after which publick fhares.
notification if any mens fhares fhall remain in the hands of the 51““3’('1‘9‘ de.
perfons or agents appoinfed as aforefaid, and fhall not be legally ;‘1.2',‘.,;0'203
demanded within three years, then fuch fhare or fhares fo re- to Greenwich
maining in the perfons or agents hands fhall go and be paid to Hofpital.
the ufe of Grecnwich Hofpital. ' , '

XII. Provided always, and be it declared and enacted by the Provifo.
authority aforefaid, That nothing herein contained fhall extend,
or be conftrued to extend, to exempt any fhips, goods, wares,’
or merchandizes, which fhall be taken as prize, and brought or .
imported into this kingdom, or any of his Majefty’s plantations
in America, from the payment of any cuftoms or duties, or from
being fubjed to fuch reftri®ions and regulations, to which the
fame now are or fhall hercafter be liable by virtue of the laws
and ftatutes of this realm.

XIII. Andforthe encouraging his Majefty’s fubje&s to enzage in oparers, &e.
joint and united as well as feparate expences, expeditions, and to be granted
adventures, be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, to adventu-
That his Majefty be, and he, and his heirs and fucceflors, are rers.

herebyl
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hereby impowered, from time to time during the continuance
of the prefent or any future war, to grant or make any clarter,
commiffion, or grant, charters, commiffions, or grants, for the
better or more effectual enabling any fociety or focieties, or par-
ticular perfons, to join in any expeditions or adventures by fea
or land, and to fail to and in any of the feas in America, for the
attacking, furprizing, taking, or deftroying any fhips, goods,
moveables and immoveables, fettlements, fattories, creeks, har-
bours, places of ftrength, lands, forts, caftles, and fortifications,
now belonging, or hereafter to belong to, or to be pofleifed by
any enemy of his Majefty, his heirs or fucceffors, in any part
or parts of America; and for the better making and carrying on
any preparations for fuch purpofe and purpofes, and for the
making and affuring to the focieties and perfons which may be
concerned, their heirs, fucceflors, executors, adminiftrators and
affigns, full and undoubted properties, rights, and titles, of, in,
and to, and the full enjoyment of all and every the thips, am-
munition, ftores of war, goods,. chattels, moveables and im-
moveables, fettlements, faétories, places of ftrength or fecurity,
lands, forts, caftles or fortifications, now belonging to, or pof-
fefled by, or hereafter to belong to, or to be pofiefled by any
enemy of his Majefty, his heirs or fucceflors, in any of the parts
of America, which fuch fociety or perfons fhall take, or caufe to
be taken from any fuch enemy, together with all the proceed,
profits and advantages, which may accrue of or by the fame,
or any of them, with and under fuch regulations, and in fuch
manner and form as his Majefty, his heirs and fucceffors thall
think fit; and at any time and times afterwards, by any further
grants or charters, to confirm, corroborate, and further affure
the premiffes, and every or any of them, to the faid focieties or
perfons concerned, their and every of their heirs, fucceffors,
executors, adminiftrators or affigns, fo as to enable them, and
every of them, to have, hold and enjoy the full benefit thercof
according to the true intent and meaning of this a&; any law,
ftatute, provifion, or declaration to the contrary in any wifé not-
withftanding.

XIV. Provided always, That nothing fhall be contained in
any charter, commiffion, or grant, made in purfuance of this act,
to exclude or reftrain any of his Majefty’s fubjects from having
a full and free trade to and in any part of Americc.

XV.Andasafurtherencouragementtotheofficers, feamen, ma-
rines, foldiers, and others on board his Majefty’s fhips of war, as
alfo of privateers, to attack, take and deftroy any thips of force be-
longing to the enemy; be it enacted by the authority aforefaid,

Bountymoney That there fhall be paid by the treafurer of his Majefty’s navy,
to be paid for ;545 bills to be made forth by the commiffioners of the *navy,

taking or de-
ftroying the e-
nemies fhips.

to be paid according to the courfe thereof without fee or reward,
unto the officers, feamen, marines, foldiers or others, that fhall
have been actuallyon board fuch of his Majefty’s thip or fhips of
war, or privatcer or privateers, inany action where any fhip of
thips of war, or privateers, fhall have been taken from thé éneiny,

funk, burnt, or otherwife deftroyed, five pounds for every man
which
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which was living on board any fhip or fhips fo taken, funk,
burat, or otherwife deftroyed, at the beginning of the engage-
maent between them; the numbers of fuch men to be proved b
the oaths of three or more of the chief officers, or men, whic
were belonging to the faid thip or fhips of war, or privateers of
the enemy, at the time of her or their being taken as prize,
funk, burnt or otherwife deftroyed, before the mayor, or other
chief magiftrate of the port, whereunto any prize, or officers, or
men of fuch fhips, as were funk, burnt or otherwife deftroyed,
fhall be brought; which oaths the faid mayor, or other chief
1 of any fuch port, is hereby impowered and required
to adminifter, and fhall forthwith grant a certificate thereof,
without fee or reward, direted to the commiffioners of the navy ;
upon producing which certificate to the commiffioners of his
Majefty’s navy, together with an authentick copy of the con-
demnation of fuch thip fo taken, or if fuch fhip be funk, burnt
or otherwife deftroyed, on producing only a certificate from the
mayor, or other chief magiftrate as aforefaid, the faid com-
miffioners of his Majefty’s navy, or fuch perfon or perfons as
they thall appoint for that purpofe, thall, according to the courfe
of the navy, within fifteen days make out bills for the amount
of fuch bounty, directed to the treafurer of the navy, payable to,
and to be divided among(t the officers, feamen, marines and
foldiers on board his Majefty’s fhips of war, in manner, form
and proportion, as by his Majefty’s proclamation to be iffued
for that purpofe fhall be direfted and appointed ; and amongft
the owners, officers and feamen of any private veflel, or fhip of
war, in fuch manner and proportion, as by any agreement in
::fittmg they fhall have entred into for that purpofe, fhall be di-
ed. :

XVI. And be it furthes enacted by the authority aforefaid, Captors toap-
That the bill or bills to be made out for the bounty hereby point agents
granted to the commanders, officers, feamen, marincs,'foldiers,;‘;“C““ the
and others of his Majefty’s fhips of war, for taking, finking, pey. -
burning or otherwife deftroying any fhips of war, or privateers,
belonging to any of his Majefty’s encmies, fhall be made pay-
able to fuch perfon or perfons as fhall be authorized and ap-
pointed by the commander, and by the majority of the officers,
and the major part of fuch thip’s company, and others, as fhall
have taken, funk, burnt or otherwife deftroyed the fame, to be
diftributed and divided by the faid perfon or perfons fo autho-
rized and appointed, amongft the captors, in fuch manner,
form and proportion as aforefaid; the feveral fhares of which
captors, if not legally demanded within three years after pub-
lick notification, fhall be applied to the ufe of Greenwich Fof-
gital; and that the bill or brlls to be made out for the bounty
hereby granted to privateers, for taking, finking, burning or
atherwife deftroying any fhips of war or privateers bclonginlg to
aay of his Majefty's enemies, fhall be made payable to fuch
perfon or perfons as (hall be nominuted and appointed by the
owner or owners,- officers and feamen of fuch privateer or pri-

. - vateers
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vateers, who thall have taken, funk, burnt or otherwife deftroy-"
ed the fame, or the major part of .them, to be divided in fuch
manner and proportion as' fhall have been agreed by them as
aforefaid. _ . T
Prizes of gal- ~ XVII, Provided neverthelefs, and be it further enaGed by
l""-l;‘e" d&.“’a":’; the authority aforefaid, That nothing herein contained fhall
Ez th: A‘:mg extend, or be conftrued to extend, to oblige or authorize any
rican courts of judge of any of his Majefty’s courts of admiralty in the planta-
admiralty.  tions or colonies in America, or elfewhere out of Great Britain,
to adjudge or determine concerning the validity of the capture
of any fhip or thips, whether men of war or merchant fhips,
commonly called Flota Ships or Galleons, or any fhip having a.
regifter, bound from Busnos Ayres or Honduras, or any goods on
board any fuch fhip ; but that all fuch fhips called Flota Ships,
or Galleons, and every fhip baving a regifter, bound from Buenes
Ayres, or Honduras, which fhall be taken by any thip or fhips,
fhall with. their cargoes be tried and adjudged in his Majefty’s
high court of admiralty ; any thing in this act to the contrary
in any wife notwithftanding,. '
fBri. XVIII. Provided always, and be it enacted, That if an
gﬁ;‘i’e&:" thip, veflel or boat taken as prize, or any goods therein, th
retaken from appear and be proved in the court of admiralty to be belonging
the enemy,  tc any of his Majefty fubje&s of Great Britain or Ireland, or any
how to be dif- of the dominions 3nd territories remaining and continuing un-
pofedof.  ger his Majefty’s prote&tion and obedience, which were before
taken or furprized by any of his Majefty’s enemies, and. after-.
wards again furprized and retaken by any of his Majefty’s fhips.
of war, or any private man of war, or other fhip, veflel, or boat,
under his Majefty’s protection or obedience ; that then fuch
fhips, veflels, boats, and goods, and every fuch part and parts.
thereof as aforefaid, belonging to fuch his Majefty’s fubje@s,
fhall be adjudged to be reﬁored, and (hall be by decree of the
faid court of admiralty accordingly reftored to fuch former own-:
er or owners or proprietors, heor they paying forand in lieu of
falvage, if taken by one of his Majefty’s thips of war, an eighth
part of the true value of the fhips, veflels, boats, and goods,
refpetively {o to be reftored ; which falvage fhall be anfwered
and paid to the captains, officers and feamen in the faid man
of war, to be divided in fuch manner as before in thss a& is di-
rected touching the fhare of prizes belonging to the flag officers
captains, officers, feamen, marines and foldiers, where prizes
are taken by any of his Majelty’s fhips of war : and if taken by
a privateer or ot{mr fhip, veflel or boat, after having been in the
poflelion of the enemy twenty four hours, an eighth part of
the true value of the faid thips, veflels, boats and goods ; and.
if above twenty four hours, and under forty eight hours, a fifth
part thereof ; and if above forty-eight hours, and under ninety-
fix hours, a third part thereof ; and if above ninety-fix hours,
a moiety thereof : all which payments to be made to any priva-
teer or other (hip, veficl, or boat, fhall be without any deduc-
tions ; and if fuch fhip (g retaken (hall appear to havg been, af-
ter
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ter the taking by the enerhy, by them fet forth as a man of war,

the former owners and proprietors to whom the- fame fhall be

reftored, fhall be adjudged to pay, and fhall pay for falvage,

the full moiety of the true value of the faid thip fo taken and

reftored, without dedu®ion as aforefaid ; any law, cuftom, or-

ufage to the contrary notwithftanding.

IX. And be it further enafted, That il ¢afé any fhip or penaities on
veflel, or any goods or merchandizes, fhall be taken by any fhips taken by
privateer through confent or clandeftinely, or by collufion or colluGon,
connivance, fuch fhip and veflel, and fuch goods and merchan-
dizes, and alfo the thip’s tackle, apparel, furniture and ammu-
nition of fuch privateer, fhall, upon proof thereof to be made in
his Majefty’s court of Exchequer, or in the court of admiralty,
be declared and judged to be guod prize.to his Majefty, one
moicty thereof fhall be to the ufe of his Majefty, his heirs and
fuccefiors, and the other moiety to the ufe of fuch perfon who
fhall difcover and fue for the fame; and the bond given by the
captain of fuch privateer, fhall be and is hereby adjadged to be
forfeited to his Majefty : and in cafeany fuch thip or veffel, or
any goods or merchandizes as aforefaid fhall be taken by any
man of war through confent, clandeftinely, or by coilufion or
connivance of the commander or captain, fuch commander or
captain fhall forfeit the fum of one thoufand pounds; one
moiety thereof to the ufe of his Majefty, his heirs and fuccef-
fors, and the other moiety to the ufe of fuch perfon who thalldif-
cover and fue for the fame ; to be recovered by action of debt,
bill, plaint, or information, in any of his Majefty’s courts of
record, wherein no effoin, prote&ion, privilege, or wager of
law, or any more than one imparlance (hall be allowed ; and
fuch captain or officer fhall forfeit his command and employ-
ment, and fhall be and is hereby difabled and made incapable
of any office or employment under his Majefty during the fpace
of feven years ; and the faid goods and merchandizes, and the
thip, tackle, apparel, furniture, guns and ammunition, {o taken
:y it:llluﬁon, thall be and is hereby adjudgedto be good prize to

isMajefty.

XX Jc zﬁ!}::d whereas good and neceffary laws have been made, and privateer,
are fiill in force, within [everal of bis Majefly's eolonies or planta- &c.'in Ameri-
Zions in America, for the preventing the carrying off from :b;[aid ca, to take on
wolonies or plautations any fervant or flave without the confent Yof the :’:::d o f;':
owner, or the carrying off from thence any other perfon or perfons copine ofo
whatfoever, until fuch perfon fball bave taken out bis ticket from the the mafter.
Juretary’s office within fuch refpettive colony or plantation, in fuch
manner, and under [uch penalties and forfeitures, as in and by the
faid feveral laws is declared and provided ; be it therefore further
enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all commanders of Butin all caf
private thips of war, or merchant thips having letters of marque, . ' b e ve the
thall upon their going into any of thofe ports or harbours, be Jaws of that
{ubje@ and they are hereby determined to be fubje& to the fe- country,
veral directions, provifions, penalti¢s and forfcitures in and b

Vor. XVII, Bb fuch
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fuch laws made and provided; any thing in this a&t contained ta
the contrary thereof in any wife notwithftanding.

CAP. V,

An a& for making more effeftual three feveral a&s of parliament, one of
the fixth year of the reign of her late q:aietty Queen Anne, and another
of the eleventh year of the reign of his late majefty K"? George, For
repairing the bighwvays from Old Stratford in the mfug of Nortbampten, te
Dunchurch in the county of Warawick ; and the third made in the tenth
year of his prefent M;jcﬂy‘s reign, for making more effeftual the fad
two former aéts.

Tbe tolls are further continued for ax years,

CAP. VL

An a& to indemnify perfons who have omitted to qualify themfelves for
offices and employments within the time limited by law, and for allow-
ing further time for that purpofe. Perfons taking the oaths r Geo. 1.
¢. 13. by 8 Nov, 1740. and receiving the facrament, indemnified, aad
recapacitated, and their ats valid. But pecfons not hereby reftored to
places already avoided or filled up.

¢ CAP. VIL

" An ait for naturalizing [uch foreign protefiants, and ctbers
therein mentioned, as are [eitled, or fhall fetsle, in any of
bis Majefly’s colonies in America. :

WH EREAS the increafe of people is a means of advancing the
wealth and flrength of any nation or country : and whereas
many foreigners and flrangers from the lenity of our government, the
purity of our religion, the benefit of our laws, the advantages of sur
trade, and the fecurity of our property, might be induced to come and
Jettle in fome c{ his Majefly’s colonies in America, 1f they were made
partakers of the advantages and privileges which the natural bern
Jubjecis of this realm do enjoy 3 be it therefore ena&ed by the
King’s moft excellent majefty, by and with the advice and cen-
fent of the lords piritual and temporal, and commons, in this
Fordaiitss prefent parliament affémbled, and by the authority of the fame,
ligingg: years I hat from and after the firft day of Fune, in the year of our Lord
in any of our one thoufand feven hundred and forty, all perfons born out of
colonies, to be the ligeance of his Majefty, his heirs or fucceflfors, who have
deemed na-  jnhabited and refided, or fhall inhabit or refide, for the fpace of
tives, on tak- . : - S i
ing the oaths, feven years or more, in any of his Majefty’s colonies in Am-
&c. rica, and (hall not have been abfent out of fome of the faid co-
o lonies for a longer fpace than two months at any one time du-
ring the (aid feven years, and fhall take and fubfcribe the oaths,
and make, repeat, and fubfcribe the declaration appointed by
an a¢t made in the firlt year of the reign of his late majefty King
George the Firft, intitu{ed, An all for the furtbér fecurity of ki
Majefly’s pe’rZBn and government, and the fucceffion of the croum i
the beirs of the late Princefs Sophia, being proteflants ; and feor ex-
tinguifbing the bopes of the pretended prince of Wales, bis cpen cxd
Q%*‘.“ 0 fecret abettors 5 or being of the people called Quakers, thall make
fl“ cc{:'rﬁfo::‘;f and fubfcribe the declaration of fidelity, and take and affirm the
fdelity, &c, et of the abjuration oath, appointed and prefcribed by an
ad

Preamble.



