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~ ‘ CAP. XXXI. . ‘ :

An alt for making perpetual an afi for the better regulation
and government of feamen in the merchamts [ervice; and

 for extending the provifions thereof to bis Majefly’s colomies
iz America,.

Preamble, THEREAS the low herein after mentioned, which bath by
: experience, been found ufeful and beneficial, is near expiring,
may it therefore pleafe your mofl excellent Majefly, that it may be em-
afied; and be it enacted by the King’s moft excellent Majefty,
by and with the advice and confent of the lords fpiritual and
temporal, arid commons, in this prefent parliament affembled,
Act of 2 Geo, 3nd by the authority of the fame, That ar act made in the fe-
I1. which was cond year of his late Majefty’s reign, intituled, * 4n a2 for
continuedby ¢ the better regulation and government of feamen in the merchants
feveral fubfe- ¢ fro;i;r” which was to be in force for five years, from the
made perpe. twenty fourth day of Fune, one thoufand feven hundred and
tual. twenty nine, and from thence to the end of the then next feffion
of parliament ; and which a¢ was, by an a& made in the eighth
year of thereign of his faid late Majefty, further continued un-
til the twenty fifth day of Afarch, one thoufand feven hundred
and forty nine, and from thence to the end of the then next
. feflion of parliament; and which a& was, byan a¢tmadein the
twenty third year of the reign of his faid late Majetty, further
¢ continued until the twenty fifth day of March, one thoufand fe-
ven hundred and fixty four, and from thence to the end of the
then next feflion of parliament, is temporary, and near expir-

ing ; fhall be, and is hereby, made perpetual
From and af. - 1J- And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, That
ter 1 May, from and after the firft day of Ay, onethoufand feven hundred
1764, all the and fixty four, all the provifions, penalties, claufes, matters,
Pr 0";2_003» and thinﬁ, contained in the faid a¢t of the fecond year of his
P tters. and 12id late Majefty’s reign, fhall be, and the fame are hereby, ex-
things, inthe tended to all his Majefty’s colonies in America; and that all pe-
faid act of 2 nalties and forfeitures to be incurred by the faid a&, and dire&ted
g::;-“ 513 e to be applied to and for the ufe of Greemwich hofpital, fhall be
his Majefty’s paid to fuch officer or officers in the faid colonies, as fhaill on
coloniesin  that behalf be appointed by the lord high admiral of Great Bri-
America; and tain, or the commiffioners for executing the office of lord high
the IfOYfglltm'eS admiral of Great Britain for the time being: and in cafe any
g‘:?ce’:iic;m mafters or commanders, or owners, of any fhips or veflels {hall
hofpital are to deduct out of the wages of any feaman or mariner any of the
be paid there penalties and forfeitures which, by the faid aét, are directed to
to ':;? Ofigeg deducted and applied to and for the ufe of Greenwich kofpital,
e a:';:xii'alt)}:- and fhall not pay the money fo deduéted to fuch officer or officers
and mafters of 10 to be appointed in the port or place in the faid colonies where
thips deduct- fuch deduction fhall be made, within three months after fuch
Ing any, of the deduction, every perfon fo negle@ing to pay the money deducted
A IOrITICUreS as aforefaid, fhall forfeit and pay the treble value thereof to the-

“th . . ; .
f-;;:n‘fnts ;a_ ufe of the faid hofpital ; which, together with the money de-

8¢5 . ; ducted
and not duly paying overthe fame, forfeit treble the value to the ufe of the faidhofpital.
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dudted as aforefaid, fhall and may be recovered by the fame

faegns and methods as any penalties and forfeitures can or may
be recovered by the faid a&t, ‘

CAP. XXXII

Ar a& for draining and preferving certain low lands called

The Fens, king on both fides of the river Witham, ix
2be county of Lincoln 3 and for refloring and mairitaining
tbe navigation of the [aid river, from the High bridge
sn tbe city of Lincoln, through the borough of Bofton,
20 the fea.
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WHEREAS the river Witham, in the county of Lincoln, tvas Preamble,

Jormerly navigable for lighters, barges, boatéy and other vef
Jels, from the fea, through Bofton, to the High bridge in the city
of Lincoln; but, by the fand and filt brought in by the tide, the
ezsfall thereof into the fea hathy for mawy years lafl paft, been greatly
bindered and obfirutted, andis now, in a great meafure, flopped up,
fof?, and defiroyed, and thereby great part of the low lands and fens
lying on both fides of the faid river (and which contain together about
ene bundred thoufand acres) are frequently overflowed, and rendered
«felefs and unprofitable, to the great lofs of{be refpeciive owners there-
of, the decay of trade and commerce, and the depopulation of the
country : and whereas, in the judgment and opinion of experienced
engineers, and perfonsof known fRill and ability, the navigationof the
Jad river Witham, and the autfall tb:rebaf into the Jfea, are ca=
pable of being reflored and maintained, and the faid low lands and fens
of being drained, cultivated, and improved; but, as the neceffary
works, for the effelting the good pra/é: aforefaid, cannot be made,
done, and performed, without the authority of parliament, may it
tberg’ore pleafe your Majefly, that it may be enaéted; and be it en-
a&ed, &c, &c, '
Thbe boundaries of the low- lands and fens defcribed. —— Lands divided
into fix diftri®s. Firft diftri®, and boundaries thereof. Second diftrict,

and boundaries thereof. Third diftrict, and boundaries thereof. Fourth

and boundaries thereof. Fifth diftri®, and boundaries thereof.
Sixth diftrict, and boundaries thereof. —— Commiffioners of diftriéts ap-
pointed. Manner of eleion s firlt diftrict; ad. diftriét; 4d- diftrict; 4th
diftri€t; sth diftriét; 6th diftrict. Soush Kyme deemed 2 parith. ——Eleétors
may appoint deputies. — Ele€tors to certify elettions at. firft meeting
of general commiffioners for drainage. —— Commiffionersto dire¢t the
feveral works to be made within their feveral diftrits. Commiflioners of
tbe diftri€ts to meet and ele& general commiffioners. General com-
miffoners. Commiffioners for diftri¢ts may adjeurn their meetings,
~—— Qualification of gemeral commifsioners Oaths of general
commifsioners Penalty on perfons acting if not qualified, ~——
Heirs :pyarent of 200l. per ammum, taking the oath of office, mayatt as
commifsioners. eneral commifsioners may appoint agents. ——
Continuvance of the commifsioners of the diftriéts, continuance of the
eral commifsioners. Commifsioners of diftrits d{ing, others to
clefted. General commifsioners dying, others to be eletted. —— If
mew commifsioners are not eleted, former commifsioners to.continue,
Firft meeting of the general commifsioners. Aunnual meetings.
-— Commifsioners to make contralts with workmen,&c. which are to
entered in a book, e=~= The acre-;ax for the general ,dnlmxe'-r-—-
g 2
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