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C AP. XVIL

An a& for appointing commi(lioners to put in execntion an a&t of this-
feflion of parliament, intituled, An aét for graming an aid to hts Ma-
jefty by a land tax, to be raifed in Great Britain, for the fervice of the
year one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-tour, together wirh thefe
named in two former alts for appointing commiflioners of the bed

Tax.
' C AP. XVIIIL

~ An aét for defraying the charge of the pay and cloathing of the militia i»

that part of Great Britain called England, for one year, beginning the
twenty-fifth day of March, one thoufand feven hundred and fevemty-
four. - )

C AP XIX.

An afl to difeontinue, in fuch manner, and for fuch time as ors
therein mentioned, the landing and difcharging, lading or fbipping,
of goods, wares, and merchandife, at the town, and within the

arbour, of Bofton, in the province of Maflachufet’s Bay, ia
North America. ‘

W HER E AS dangerous commotions and infurreitions bove
been fomented and raifed in the town of Bofton, in the pre-
vince of Maflachufet’s Bay, in New England, by divers ill-cffeéied
perfons, to the fubverfion of his Majefly's government, and to the
utter deflrullion of the publick peace, and good order of the [ad

‘town ; in which commotions and infurreélions certain valuable cargoes

of teas, being the property of the Eaft India Company, and on board
certain veffels lying within the bay or hbarbour of Boften, zwere
Jeized and deflroyed : And whereas, in the prefent condition of the Jsid
town and barbour, the commerce of bis Majefly’s fubjeéls cannst be
Jafely carried on there, nor the cufloms payable to his Majefly duly
collecied 5 and it is therefore expedient that the officers of bis Majefly’s
cufloms fhould be forthwith removed from the faid town : May it
pleale your Majefty that it may be enacted ; and be it enacted
by the King’s moft excellent majefty, by and with the advice
and confent of the lords fpiritudl and temporal, and commons,
in” this prefent . parliament affembled; and by the authority
of the fame, That from and after the firft day of Fume, one
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-four, it fhall not be lawful
for any perfon or perfons whatfoever to lade put, or caufe or
procure to be laden or put, off or from any quay, wharf, or
other place, within the faid town of Bsflon, or in or upon any

“part of the fhore of the bay, commonly called The Harbour of

Bofion, between a certain headland or point called Nobant Paint,
on the eaftern fide of the entrance into the faid bay, and a cer-
tain other headland or point called Alderton Point, on the weft-
ern fide of the entrance into the faid bay, or in or upon any
ifland, creek, landing-place, bank, or other place, within
the faid bay or headlands, int6 any fhip, veflel, lighter, boat, or
bottom, any goods, wares, or merchandife whatfoever, to be
tranfported or carried into any other country, province, or

place
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place whatfoever, or into any other part of the faid province of
the Adaffachufer’s Bay,in New England ; or to take up, difcharge,
or lay on land, or caufe or procure to be taken up, difcharged,
or Jaid on land, within the faid town, or in or upon any of the’
places aforefaid, out of any boat, lighter, thip, veflel, or bottom,
any goods, wares, or merchandife whatfoever, to be brought
from any other country, province, or place, or any other part
of the faid province of the Maffachufet’s Bay in New England,
upon pain of the forfeiture of the faid goods, wares, and mer-
chandife, and of the faid boat, lighter, fhip, veflel, or other
bottom into which the fame (hall be put, or out of which the
fame fhall be taken, and of the guns, ammunition, tackle,
furniture, dnd ftores, in or bclqnging) to the fame: And if any
-fuch goods, wares, or merchandife, fhall, within the faid town,
or in any the places aforefaid, be laden or taken in from the
fhore into any barge, hoy, lighter, wherry, or boat, to be
carried on board any fhip or veflel butward-bound to any other
country or province, or other part of the faid province of the
Maffachufet’s Bay in New England, or be laden or taken into
fuch barge, hoy, lighter, wherry, or boat, from or out of any
thip or veflel coming in and arriving from any other country or
province, or other part of the faid province of the Maffachufet’s
Bay in New England, fuch barge, hoy, lighter, wherry, or boat,
fhall be forfeited and loft.

II. And be it fusther enatted by the authority aforefaid, penalty, if the
That if any warfinger, or keeper of any wharf, crane, or quay, wharfingers,
or their fervants, or any of them, (¥|all take up or land, or or perfonsal-
knowingly fuffer to be taken up or landed, or thall thip off, or ﬁﬁ"(‘,?t‘;“fe“
fuffer to be waterborne, at or fidm any of their faid wharfs, f:::,-,bome,
cranes, or quays, any fuch goods, wares, or merchandife; in contrary to
every fuch cafe, all and every fuch wharfinger, and keeper of fuch the faid regu-
wharf, crane, or quay, and every perfon whatever who fhall be lations.
afliting, or otherwife concerned in the thipping or in the load-
ing or putting on board any boat, or other veffel, for that
purpofe, or in the unthipping fuch goods, wares, and merchan-
dife, or to whofe hands the fame (haﬁl knowingly come after the
loading, fhipping, or unfhipping thereof, fhall forfeit and lofe
treble the value thereof, to be computed at the higheft price
which fuch fort of goods, wares, and merchandife, thall bear
at the place where fuch offence fhall be committed, at the time
when the fame fhall be fo committed, together with the veflels
and boats, and all the horfes, cattle, and carriages, whatfoever
made ufe of in the thipping, unfhipping, landing, removing,
carriage, or conveyance of any of the aforefaid.goods, wares,
and merchandife. ,

III. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, Power of the
That if any fhip or veflel fhall be moored or lic at anchor, admiral, chief
or be feen hovering within the faid bay, defcribed and bounded {ommander,
as aforefaid, or within one league from the faid bay fo defcribed, =
or the faid headlands, or any of the iflands lying between
or within the fame, it fhall may be lawful for any admil?l%



338

‘This at not
to extend to
military
ftores, nor to
fuel, &c for
the ufe ot the
gahabitants.

Seifures, Pe-
naldes, &c.
to be profe-
_cuted by any
admiral, &c.

sool. Penalty
on perfons
canoiving at
the lading or
unlading of
goods, &c.

Anrio decimo quarto Geora 111, c. 19. T [y

‘chief commander, or commiffioned officer, of his Majefty’s

ficet or fhips of war, or for any officer of his Majefty’s cuttoms,
to compel fuch thip or veflel to depart to feme other port
or harbour, or to fuch ftation as the faid officer thall appaint,
and to ufe fuch force for that purpofe as_thall be found necef-
fary: And if fuch fhip or veffel fhall not depart accordingly,
within fix hours after notice for that purpofe given by fuch
perfon as aforcfaid, fuch (hip or veflel, together with all the
goods laden on board thereon, and all the guns, ammunition,
tackle, and furniture, fhall be forfeited and loft, whether bulk
fhall have been broken or not. -

IV. Provided always, That nothing in this a& contained
fhall extend, or be conftrued to extend, to any military. or
other ftores for his Majefty’s ufe, or to the fthips or veflls
whereon the fame fhall be laden, which fhall he commiffioned
by, and in the immediate pay of, his Majefty, his heirs or fuc-
ceflors ; nor to. any fuel or victual brought coaftwife from any
part of the continent of ‘America, for the neceflary ufe and
fuftenance of the inhabitauts of the faid town of Boffen, pro-
vided the veflels wherein the fame are to be carried thall be
duly furnifhed with a cocket and let-pafs, after having been
duly fearched by the proper officers of his Majefty’s cuftoms at
Moarblebead, in the port of Salem, in the faid province of Mafs-
¢hufet’s Bay; and that fome officer of his Majefty’s ciiftoms be
alfo there put on board the faid veflel, who is hereby authorifed
to go cn board, and proceed with the faid veflel, together with
a fuflicient number of perfons, properly armed, for his defefice,
to the faid town or harbour of Boffon; nor to any fhips or vef-
fels which may happen to be within the faid harbour of Bsfien
on or before the fir(t day of ‘fume, one thoufand feven bundred
and feventy four, and may have either laden or taken on board,
or be there with intent to load or take on board, or to land or
difcharge any goods, wares, and merchandife, provided the faid
fhips and veflels do depart the faid harbour within fourteen
days after the faid firft day of Fuze, one thoufand feven hundred
and feventy-four. ‘

V. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid,
That all feizures, penalties, and forfeitures, inflited by this
ac,, fhall be made and profecuted by any admiral, chief com-
mander, or commiffioned officer, of his Majefty’s fleet, or
thips of war, or by the officers of his Majefty’s cuftoms, or
fome of them, or by fome other perfon deputed or authorifed,
by warrant from the lord high treafurer, or the commiffioners
of his Majefty’s treafury for the time being, and by no other
perfon whatfoever: And if any fuch officer, or other perfon
authorifed as aforefaid, fhall, dire@ly or indiredly, take or
receive any bribe or reward, to coanive at fuch lading or
unlading, or fhall make or commence any collufive feizure,
information, or agreement for that purpofe, or fhall do any
other a& whatfoever, whereby the goods, wares, or merchan-
dife, prohibited as aforefaid, thall be fuffered to pafs, either

. inwards
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inwards or outwards, or whereby the forfeitures and penalties

inflied by this a& may be evaded, every fuch offender fhall

forfeit the fum of five hundred pounds for every fuch offence, -
and fhall become incapable of any office or employment, civil

or military ; and every perfon who fhall give, offer, or promife, ‘
any fuch bribe or reward, or fhall contraét, agree, or treat with

any perfon, fo authorifed as aforefaid, to commit any fuch
oftence, fhall forfeit the fum of fifty pounds.

VI. And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, .

“That the forfeitures and penalties inflited by this at fhall and Penalties in-

may be profecuted, fued for, and recovered, and be divided, gg‘;‘if’;g'g:
paid, and applied, in like manner as other penalties and forfei- profecuted,

tures inflited by any a& or aé&s of parliament, relating to the &c.

trade or revenues of the Britih colonies or plantations in
_America, are dire&ted to be profecuted, fued for, or recovered,

divided, paid, and applied, by two feveral acts of parliament,

the one paffed in the fourth year of his prefent Majelty, (inti-

tuled, An aét for granting certain duties in the Britith colonies and

plantations in America; {or continuing, amending, and making per-

petnal, an ol paffed in tbe fixth year of the reign of bis lare majefly ,
King George the S«cond, intituled, An act for tire better fecurin
and encouraging the trade of his Majefty’s [ugar colonies in ,1%
merica : for applying the produce of fuch duties, and of the duties to
arife by virtue of the faid afd, towards defraying the expences of de-
fending,. protelding, and [ecuring, the fod colonies and plantations ;
Jor explaining an ai? made in the twenty-fifth year of the reign of
King Charles the Second, intituled, An aét for the encouragement
of the Greenland and Eaftland trades, and for the better fecuring
the plantation trade; and for altering and difallowing feveral
drawbacks en exports from this kingdom, and more effeltually prevent-
ing the clandefline conveyance of geods to and from the faid colonies and
plantations, and improving and fecuring the trade between the fame
and Great Britain ;) the other paffed in the eighth year of his
prefent Majefty’s reign, (intituled, An af? for the more eafy and
effeclual recovery of the pemalties and forfeitures infiﬂed by the afis
of parliament relating to the trade or revenues of the Britith colonies
and plantations in America.) :

VIIL. And be it further enacted by the suthority aforefaid, That Charter party
every charter party bill of loading, and other contract for con. billsof loading
figning thipping, or carrying any goods, wares, and merchan- t© be void.
dize whatfoever, to or from the faid town of Boflon, or any part
of the bay or harbour thereof, defcribed as aforefaid, which have
been made or entered into, or which fhall be made or entered
into, fo long as this act fhall remain in full force, relating to any
fhip which fhall arrive at the faid town or harbour, after the firft
day of fune, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-four, fhall
be, and the fame are hereby declared to be, utterly void, to all
intents and purpofes whatfoever. His Majefty

VIII. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, 't'}‘,e';rﬁ& b
That whenever it thall be made to appear to his Majetty, in his Boam,e,':,::, ,
privy council, that peace and obedience to the Jaws fhall be fo by proclama-
far reftored in the faid town of Boffen, that the trade of Great tion. aproing
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Britain may fafely be carried on there, and his Majefty’s cuftoms
duly collected, and his Majefty, in his privy council, thall ad-
judge the fame to be true, it fhall and may be lawful for his
Majefty, by proclamation, or order of council, to aflign and ap-
point the extent, bounds, and limits, of the port or harbour of
Boflon, and of every creek or haven within the fame, or in the
iflands within the precin&s thereof; and alfo to affign and ap-
point fuch and fo many open places, quays, and wharfs, within
the faid harbour, creeks, havens, and iflands, for the landing,
difcharging, lading, and (hipping of goods, as his Majefty, his
heirs or fucceffors, thall judge neceflary and expedient; and alioto
appoint fuch and fo many officers of the cuftoms therein as his
- Majefty fhall think fit; after which it (hall be lawful for any
~ perfon or perfons to lade or put off from, or to difcharge and
land upon, fuch wharfs, quays, and places, fo appointed within
the faid harbour, and none other, any goods, wares, and mer-
chandife whatever.

Provifo as to IX. Provided always, That if any goods, wares, or merchan-
oods, be. 4. dize, fhall be laden or put off from, or difcharged or landed up-
e:, :?. ;'l-ac?: " on, any other place than the quays, wharfs, or places, fo to be
prowbited.  appointed, the fame, together with the fhips, boats, and other
N veflels employed therein, and the horfes, or other cattle and car-
' riages ufed to convey the fame, and the perfon or perfons con-
cerned or affifting therein, or to whofe hands the fame fhall
knowingly come, fhall fuffer all the forfeitures and penalties im-
ptqfed gy this or any other a¢t on the illegal fhipping or landing
of goods. :
Not to extend )g( . Provided alfo, and it is hereby declared and ena&ted, That
to enable his nothing herein contained fhall extend, or be conftrued, to enable
Majetty to ap- hjs Majefty to appoint fuch port, harbour, creeks, quays, wharfs,
f:_’e’?,: spgc':”ti“ places, or officers, in the faid town of Boflon, or in the faid bay
fatistaction be OF iflands, until it (hall fufficiently appear to his Majefty that full
made to the fatisfaction hath been made by or on behalf of the inhabitants of
Eatt India  the faid town of Boflon to the united company of merchants of
Company.  England trading to the Eoft Indies, for the damage fuftained by.
the faid company by the deftruction of their goods fent to the
faid town of Byflon, on board certain fhips or veffels as aforefaid;
and until it thall be certified to his Majefty, in council, by the
governor, or lieutenant governor, of the faid province, that rea-
fonable fatisfation hath been made to the officers of his Ma-
jefty’s revenue, and others, who fuffered by the riots and infur-
rections above mentioned, in the months of Noveméber and De-
¢cember, in the year one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-three,
" and in the month of fanuary, in the year one thoufand feven

hundred and feventy-four.
Limitation of _ X1. And beit further enated by the authority aforefaid, That
aions. if any action or fuit fhall be commenced, either in Great Britain
or America, againft any perfon or perfons, for any thing done in
purfuance of this a& of parliament, the defendant or detendants,
General iffue, 1n fuch a&ion or fuit, may plead the general iffue, and give the
faid act, and the fpecial matter, in evidence, at any trial mh:
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had thereupon, and that the fame was done in purfuance and by

the authority of this aét: and if jt fhall appear {o to have been

done, the jury fhall find tor the defepdant or defendants ; and

1f the plaintiff Mall be nonfuited, or difcontinue his a&ion, after

the defendant or defendants (hall have appeared : or if judgment

fRhaall be given upon any verdiét or demurrer, again(t the plaintifF,

the defendant or defendants:fhall recover treble cofts, and haye Treble cofts.
the like remedy for the fame, as defendants have in other cafes

by law. :

C AP XX,

An all for the relisf of prifoners charged with felony, or other crimes,
who fball be acquitted or difcharged by proclamation, refpefiing 1he
payment of fees to gaolers, and giving a recompence for Juch feesy
cut of the county rate;.

W HEREAS perfons in cuftody for felonies, or other crimes, Preambles
or on fufpicion thereof, or as acteffaries thereto, though no

bills of indiéiment are afterwards preferred or found againfl them, or

they are acquitted on their trials, are neverthelefs frequently detained

Jor certain fees to the fheriffs, gaolers, or keepers of prifons, in whife

cuflody they bappen to be, wkich is both oppreffive and unjuft : for re-

medy whereof, may it pleafe your Majefty that it may be en-

acted; and be it enaéted by the King’s moft excellent majefty,

by and with the 'advice and confent of the lords fpiritual and

temporal, and commons, in this prefent parliament aflembled,

and by the authority of the fame, ‘That every prifoner who now Prifoners

18, or hereafter {hall be, charged with any feloly or other crime, charged with
or as an acceflary thereto, before any court holding criminal t‘l'ﬁ’“." or .
jurifdiQion, within that part of Great Britain called Englandand ;g :;',',':f'
Wales, againft whom no bill of indictinent (hall be found by the for want of
grand jury, or who, on his or her trial, fhall be acquitted, or profecution to
who fhall be difcharged by proclamation, for want of profecu. b¢ fet atlarge.
tion, fhall be immediately fet at large in open court, without

the payment of any fee or fum of money to the fheriff, gaoler,

or keeper of the gaol or prifon, from whence he or fhe thall be

fo difcharged, and fet at liberty, for or in refpect of fuch dif-

charge. '

1I. And be it further ena&ted by the authority aforefaid, That speifs, gaol.
all fuch fees as have been ufually paid, or payable, to the feveral ers, or keep-
theriffs, gaolers, and keepers of prifons in England and Bales, ¢7's 'ces, aboe
in any of the cafes aforefaid, fhall abfolutely ceafe, and the fame "¢
are hereby abolithed and determined; and from and after the
pafling of this act, no gaoler, or keeper of any goal or prifon,
fhall afk, demand, take, or receive, any fum or fums of money
from any of the faid prifoners, as fees, for, upon, or in refpeét
of his or her difcharge. ) . CoT

IH. And be it further ena@ed by the authority aforefaid, That, '1;.‘“ treafurers
in lieu of fuch fees fo abolithed as aforefaid, the treafurers, or gch‘:‘:";r':‘; ot
other proper officers of the feveral counties, or of fuch diftricts, affeffed ac
hundreds, ridings, or divifions, of a county, as are not ufuallylarge, on re-

A Aaz allcffed cerpt of a cera



