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CAP. LV..

" An A& for eftablithing a Company for carrying on Trade between the Kingdom of Great

Britain and the Coafts, Harbours, and Countries of Afvica; and for enabling the faid
Company to hold, by Grant from his Majefty, his Heirs and Succeflors, and from the
Native Princes of Africa, a certain Diftrict of Land, commonly called The Peninfula of
Sierra Leone, now vefted in his Majefty, or belonging-to the faid Princes, for the
better enabling the faid Company to carry on the faid Trade.

¢ HEREAS the eftablifhing of a general Trade and Commerce from thefe Kingdoms to and with
¢ the Coafts of Af¥ica, and from thence to and with the feveral interior Kingdoms and Countries of
¢ that Continent, would be highly beneficial to the Manufa&ories and other trading Interefts of thefe King-
¢ doms: And whereas the interior Kingdoms and Countries of the faid Continent have not hitherto been
¢ explored by Eurgj;eam, nor hath any regular T'rade ever been carried on therewith from thefe Kingdoms,
¢ nor can fuch Undertakings be conveniently carried on and fuﬁgorted, unlefs a confiderable Capital Joint
¢ Stock is raifed for that Purpofe : And whereas it is alfo neceffary for the Parties engaging therein, that
¢ they fhould have the fole and abfolute Pofleffion of fome Diftri&t of Land on the fai& Coalts, where they
¢ may form a Faory or Settlement for their Servants, a fecure Depofitory for their Goods and Merchan-
¢ dize, and a fafe Harbour for their Shipping : And whereas feveral Perfons bave already formed themfelves
¢ into a Society, and fubfcribed confiderable Sums of Money for the Purpofe of eftablithing and carrying on
¢ fuch Trade and Commerce ; but are apprehenfive that Difficulties may arife as well in recovering Debts
¢ which may grow dueto-the Joint ‘Stock, as in defending Suits or A&ions which may be commenced or
¢ brought againft the Subfcribers for any Matter or Thing relative to the Society, as by Law all the feveral
¢ Subfcribers and Proprietors to and in the Society muft in fuch Cafe both fue and be fued, implead and be
¢ impleaded by their feveral and diftinét Names and Defcriptions ; and it is expedient that_the feveral Sub-
¢ fcribers and Proprietors fhall be protefled from becoming liable to-the Payment of any Sum or Sums of
¢ MoncY, beyond their refpeive Shares in fuch Capital’ Joint Stock : And whereas many Perfons who
¢ are not now liable to become Bankrupts, within the Intent and Meaning of any of the now in
¢ Force concerning Bankrupts, are likewtife fearful of fubfcribing Money to carry on the laudable Purpofes
¢ of the (aid Socie?', as by becoming Subfcribers to and Part Owners of the faid Capital Joint Stock, and
¢ by being engaged or concerned in the Dealings to be carried on therewith, they may be liable to have
¢ Cyommnﬁi(ms of Bankrupt iflued againft them as Traders : Therefore, for the more eafily efeting the
¢ Purpofes of the faid Society, and for avoiding the Difficulties aforefaid, the faid Society are defirous of being
¢ incorporated, and having a Common Seal and Name, by which they may be known and diftinguithed,
¢ fue and 'be fued, implead and be impleaded:> May it therefore pleafe your Majefty that it may be enacted ;
and be it ena@ed by the King’s moft Excellent Mijefty, by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this l)refent Parliament aflembled, and by the Authority of the
fame, That Granville Sharpe Efquire, Samuel W hitbread Ffquire, Henry Thornton Efquire, Robert Hunter
and Philip Sanfom, Merchants of London ; Sir George Young Knight, /¥illiam Iitherforce Efquite, #illiam
Luphington Efquire, Richard Clark Efquire Alderman of London, Paul le M[q/icrier Efquire Alderman of
Londony, Wilham Alorland Efquire, _'}%Im Maitland Efquire. _‘7;:/’ Hardeaflle, William Ludlam, Cornmwall
Smalley, Mlexchants of London 5 I¥ilkam Sharp Efquire, - ojz{pb rfbie, George Sharp, Theophilus - Pritzler,
,ﬁyepb Reyner, William Moore, Henry Heyman, %o/m aw, Vickeris Laylar, Febn %omggn, Fohn Blunt,
erchants ; Sir Francis Wood Baronet, Fobn Call Efquire, Z‘olm King flon EAquire, the Reverend Thomas
Gifborne Clerk, the Reverend Thomas Clarkfon Cletk, Charles Griil, ‘Thomas Slack, Merchants ; Charles
Hamilton Efquire, Pect Mufgrave, Abrabam Harman, Fames Trimmer, Fames Renat Syms, Getrge Dyer,
golm Blunt junior, Merchants; Robert Adamfon Efquire, William Sandford Efquire, Daniel Beat Chrifiie
ifquire, Fobn Scott Merchant, Sir Charles Middleton Baronet, William Morton Pitt Efquire, Timothy
Stansficld Merchant, Samuel Mgbrd Efquire, Fohn Drury Efquire, Robert Hunter junior Merchant, Sir
William Green Baronet, Fames Bland Burgefs Yfquire, Francis Wilfon Efquire, Daniel Roberts Merchant,
William Agar Efquire, Charles Mills Efquire, Henry Calucly Cotton Efquice, MNathaniel J¥ard Bowers Mer~
chant, Thomas Everet Efquire, Thomas Atl-ir{,b{z Merchant, Hen[? Mitton Efquire, William Purdy, Ames
Hayton, Fohn Blakg/t'?)', JFobn Blakefley junior, Merchants ; Edward Ravenferoft Efquire, Fohn Hobart Briggs
Gentleman, Samuel Parker, Jobn Brickwood, Thomas Pattle, William Bullock, Merchants ; Fofbua Fenour
Efquire, Ralph Leycefler Elquire, Fames Law Efquire, Fohn Gardner Efquire, Fawmes Pi ny Alexander
Elliee, Fobm Ingls, Qfzoed Hanbury, I¥illiam Bewman, Nathaniel Lucas, Charles Bethe, Samnel Brandram,
Samuel Glaifter, Bryant Barret, Fames IVellington, JobnKymaur, FobnM Taggart,Robert King floan, Merchants ;
fobn Princep Efquire, Alexander Higginfon Efquire, Sir Richard Carr Giynn Knight, Georzge I¥olfe, Thomas
Lldred, Merchants ; Charles Montagu Elquire, Henry Allen Efquire, Wiliiam Parker, Fohn Higgin and Fobn
Maver, Merchants, their Executors, Adminiftrators, and Afligns, and all and every Perfons and Perfon “who
{hall hereafter, either in their own Right, or as Executors, Adminiftrators, Succeflors, pr Afligns, in Right
of any other Perfon or Perfons, become Proprietors of, or interefted iu, any Part or Share of the faid Capital
Joint Stock as herein-after is mentioned, fhall be, and they are hereby made one diftinét and feparate Body
Politick and Corporatein 1Deed and Name, for the eﬁabliﬂzing and carrying on of 2 T'rade or Commerce to,
from, and between thefe Kingdoms and the Coafts, Countries, and Harbours of 4frica, by the Name or
Stile of The Sierra Leone Cympany, and that by the fame Name they fhall bave perpetyal Succeffion, and a
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Common Seal, and that they and their Succeflors may from Time to Time break, chéngé, alter, or make
new fuch Common Seal, as to them fhall feem meet and expedient.

II. And be it further enadted, That the faid Company fhall be able, and capable in Law, and fhall have
fect and full Power and Ability in Law, to have, purchafe, take, hold, receive, poflefs, and enjoy Lands,

enements, and Hereditaments, of what Nature or Kind foever, fituate in any Part of his Majefty’s Do-
minions, not exceeding in the Whole the annual Value of two thoufand Pounds ; and that any Perfon or
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Perfons, Bodies Politick or Corporate, may give, grant, bargain, fell; or convey to the faid Company any -

Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments for the Ufe and Beneht of the faid Company, notwithftanding the
Statute of Mortmain, fo that the fame, together with the Lands fo to be purchafed as aforefaid, do not exceed
in the Whole the faid annual Value of two thoufand Pounds ; and that the faid Company fhall have full
Power and Abllity at Law to fell, grant, alien, demife, or difpofe of fuch Lands, Tencments, and Heredita-
ments, or any Part thereof, at their free Will and Pleafure, and in their Corporate Name fhall be able and
capable in Law to fue and implead, be fued and impleaded, anfwer and be anfwered, defend or be defended,
in all orany Court of Record, or elfewhere, in all A&ions, Suitsand Caufes whatfoever, for, touching, or con-
cerning the faid Company, or their Capital Joint Stock, or any of their Property, Eftate or Eftates, in'as
Jarge, ample, and beneficial Manner and Form as any other Body Politick and Corporate, or any other

the liege People of Great Britairi, or other his Majefty’s Dominions, may or can have, purchafe, take, hold, -

receive, poflefs and enjoy, fell, grant, alien, demife, or difpofe, fue, implead, anfwer, or defend, or be impleaded,
fued, defended, or anfwered, in any Manner or Wife, and {hall and may by the Name aforefaid do, perform,
and execute, and caufe and procure to be done, performed, and executed, all or any lawful AQs, Matters,
and Thipgs whatfoever, appertaining them to do, perform, or execute, for, touching, or concerning the
general ‘T'rade or Dealings of the faid Company. :

III. And be it further enacted, That it fhall be lawful for the faid Company, in fuch General Court or Courts
thereof as is or are authorifed to be holden purfuant to this A&, to raife fuch Capital Joint Stock for the efta-
blithing and carrying on of the T'rade or.huﬁnefs of the faid Company, at fuch Times and in fuch Propor-
tions as to them fhall feem meet, not exceeding in the Whole the Sum of five hundred thoufand Pounds,. by
taking Subfcriptions from particular Perfons (being or not being Members of the faid Company) for advan-
cin, nifloney for this Purpofe, in fuch Shares as are herein-after mentioned, according to the Order or Orders
of {uch General Court or Courts for the Time being of the faid Company, or by fuch Ways and Means,
and in fuch Methods, as to fuch General Court or Courts fhall feem meet and expedient, for making up the
faid Capital Joint Stock, and that the faid Capital Joint Stock fo to be raifed fhall be divided into Shares of
fifty Pounds each. .

V. And be it further enalted, That all and every Perfons and Perfon by or for whom any Subfcription
fhall be made or accepted, or any Payment made purfuant to the Orders of fuch General Court or Courts,
for or towards the raiFmg of the faid Capital Joint Stock as aforefaid, his, her, or their Executors, Adminiftra-
tors, or Afligns refpeively, fhall have and be entitled toa Share of and in the faid Capital Joint Stock of the
faid Company, in Proportion to the Monies which he or they fhall have contributed tcwards making up
the fame, and to a proportionable Share of the Profits and Advantages attending the fame Capital Joint Stock,
.and thall be admitted to be Members of the faid Company; but that no Perfon or Perfons fhall be entitled
to any greater Share in the faid Capital or Joint Stock of the faid Company than the Money which he, the, or
they fhall have paid towards the fame ; and that the feveral Members of the faid Company do and thall re-
fpeltively ftand refponfible and anfwerable to all juft Debts and Demands of the Creditors of the faid Com-
pany, to the full Amount of their feveral and refpective Shares in the Capital of the faid Joint Stock, but fhall
not ge any further or otherwilc liable, either perfonally or in their feveral and refpedtive Lands, Tenements,
Hereditaments, Goods, Chattels, or LEfte&ts, for any Undertakings, Engagements, Contralls, or Agree-
ments, entered into by the faid Company, or the Dealings and Tranfactions thereof. .

V. Provided always neverthelefs, and be it further enalted, That it fhall not be lawful for the faid Com-

ny to barrow or take up, by Way of Loan, any Sum or Sums of Moncy whatfcever, other than and except

y a Subfcription for Sharcs, in Manner herein-before fpecified and mentioned.

VI. Provided alfo, and be it further enacted, That it thall not be lawful for the faid Company, either
directly or indirectly, by itfelf or themfelves, or by the Agents or Servants of the faid Company, or otherwife
howl{oever, to deal or traffic in the buying or felling of Slaves, or in any Manner whatloever to have, hold, ap-
propriate, or employ any Perfon or Perfons in a State of Slavery in the Service of the faid Company.

< V1I. And, for the better ordering, managing, and governing of the Affairs of the faid Company, and for
¢ the making and eftablifhing of a continual Succcflion of Perfons to be Directors thereof,” be it further enaéted,
T hat there {hall be from Time to Time chofen from out of the Members of the faid Company, during the
Continuance of the faid Company, thirteen Dircétors of and for the fame Company, (one of whom thall be
chofen for a Chairman, as herein-after mentioned, and onz other for a Deputy Chairman ;) which Direc-
tors, or the major Part of them, being met and afiembled together (whereof the Chairman or Deputy Chair-
man to be one, except infuch Cafes as hereafter otherwife directed) fhall be and be called a Court of Dircc-
tors of the faid Company; and fhall have the ordering, Management, and Direction of the Aftairs of the fuid
Company, as herein-after mentioned. ) )

VI1i. And beit further enacted, That an El:Stion of thirteen Dire&ors of and for the fuid Company fhall
be made as hercin-after is mentioned, by and out of the Members of the faid Company,at a General Court of
the faid Company to be held within thirty Days after the firft Day of Fuly one thoufand feven hundred and
pinety-ane ; and that on fome Day or Days, Time or Times, between the firft Day of Fanuary and the firft
Day of April in every fubfequent Year, there fhall be an Election of thirtcen Directors of the {aid Company.
and that the Perfons who fhall be fo cleted Directors of the faid Company thall continue Directors thereof m:.ttxll
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the Perfons to be elcGted Direfors at the then next enfuing General Ele@ion, or the major Part of them,
tha!l be fworn into their refpective Offices.

IX. And be it further ena&ed, That Notice of the Day and Days, Time and Times, when'any Elec-
tion is to be made of a DireQtor or DireQors of and for the faid Company fhall be given and publithed in
the Loadon Gazette, by fuch Perfon or Perfons as are hereby impowered to fummon a Court to make
fuch Ele@ion refpectively, fourteen Days at leaft before any f(uch Election thall be made.

X. And be it further enadted, That upon and after every fuch annual Election of thirteen DireQors,
and the faid new Direors, or the major Part of them, fhall be duly fworn in, they the faid new Directors,

or the major Part of them, fhall, at their firft Meeting, elet and choofe two of their own Number to be-

a Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the faid Court of Direftors, who fhall continue in their refpective
Offices until the Perfons fo to be eleGted Dire@ors at the next enfuing General Ele€tion, or the major Part
of them, fhall be fworn into their refpeftive Offices.

XI. And beit further enated, That in cafe of the Death or other Avoidance of the Office of Dire&or or Di-
re@ors of the faid Company for the T'ime being, or any of them, the Survivors of thein, or the major Part of
thofe remaining in their Offices, fhall and may at any T'ime, upon fourteen Days Notice at leaft to be
given in the London Gazette as aforefaid, allemble together the Members of the Elid Company ; and the

embers of the faid Company fo affembled, or the major Part of them, thall and may then and thete elect
and choofe fome other Perfon or Perfons, qualified as herein is directed, in the Room and Stead of the
Perfon or Perfons then dead, or whofe Office or Offices fhall have otherwife become void ; and that the
Perfon or Perfons {o to be chofen fhall contifiue in fuch Office or Offices refpetively until the Perfon or
Perfons to be ele@ed Diretors at the next enfuing General Eleltion, or the major Part of them, fhall be
fworn into their refpe&tive Offices.

XI1I. And be it further enafted, That incale of the Death or other Avoidance of the Office of Chairman
or Deputy Chairman of the Court of Direors of the faid Company, the Survivors or others of the faid
DireStors for the Time being fhall and may, at any Court of Directors to be fummoned and held for tha¢
Purpofe, as herein-before is mentioned, proceed to the EleCtion of one or two of their own Number to be
a Chairman or Deputy Chairman, as the Cafe may be ; and_that the Chairman or Deputy Chairman fo
to be ele®ed fhall continue in his or their Office or refpeétive Offices until the Perfons to be ele@ed Direc-

“tors at the then next enfuing General EleQtion, or the major Part of them, thall be fworn into their refpec-

tive Oflices.
XIII. And be it further enaGed, That all EleGtions of a Dire&or or Direors of the faid Company, or

any of them, and all Matters and Thinés, in all General Courts to be holden of the faid Company, thaHl .

be made, done, and determined by the |
ﬂm}l}ll‘)’e p‘;efgnge at ﬁfxch Ele&ioxg{s. a .
. An it further enacted, That in every Ele&ion of DireQors, or any of them, in any Ge
or other Court, which thall be holden of the faid Company, every Member thergof who fi\all voze ?t ?‘:?ll
General or other Court, and fhall, at the Time of fuch Géneral or other Court, have, in his or her own
Name and Right, onz or two Share or Shares in the then Capital Joint Stock of the faid Company, and no
more, thall (by Reafon and in Right thereof) have and be entitled to one Vote ; and every Member of the
faid Company who (hall vote at any fuch General or other Court, and fhall then have, in his or her own
Name and Right, three or four Shares in the then Capital Joint Stock of the faid Company, and no more
fhall (by Reafon and in Right thereof()}have and be entitled to two Votes; and every Member of the fa.ici
Company who fhall vote at any fuch General or other Court, and fhall then have, in his or her own Name
and Right, five, fix, or feven Shares in the then Capital Joint Stock of the faid Company, and no more, fhall
(by Reafon and in Right thereof) have and be entitled to three Votes; and every Member of the faid ,Com-
any who fhall vote at any fuch General or other Court, and thall then have, in his or her own Name and
ight, eight or nine Shares in the then Capital Joint Stock of the faid Company, and no more, thall (b
Reafon and in Right thereof) have and be entitled to four Votes ; and every Member of the faid ’Company
who fhall vote at any fuch General or other Court, and fhall then have, in his or her own Name ang
Right, ten or more Shares in the then Capital Joint Stock of the faid Company fhall (by Reafon and in
Right of fuch Shares) have and be_entitled to five Votes ; but that no Member of the (d Com any fhall
have or be entitled to give, at any General or other Court of the faid Company, more than five \})otes.
XV. And be it further enacted, That no Perfon to be ele€ted into the Office of a DireStor of the faid

Company fhall be capable of a&ting in the faid Office, until he fhall haye tak in F
E R ol apah oe Capable of g , until he ye taken an Oath, in Form or to the

Iajority of the Votes of the Menbers of the faid Company, who

« T 4. B. do faithfully promife and {wear, That in the Office of Diretor of the Sierra L
“« I will give my beft Advice and Affiftance for the Support and good Governme:tr:?th:ol;;dcé?ngggg E

¢ and that I will faithfully and honeftly demean myfelf, and exccute the faid O i v
“ my Skill and Underftanding. d yicll and exceute the faid Office according to the beft o

“ Sohelpm¢ GOD.”

XVI. And be it further ena&ed, That no Perfon, except fuch joi i i

] ' ) 2 joint Proprietor as hereaft

fhall give any Vote for the Ele&uc;_n of Dire&ors, or any of them, or for or F::onceming :;e mt;ﬁ:;n;}o?sed;
Laws, or any other Matters relating to the Affairs or Government of the faid Company, at any Ge.nelyal
or other Court, who fhall not then have, in his or her ewn Name and Right, and for his or her own Ufe

&im::;; ;n Truft for any other Perfon, one Share at leaft in the Capital Joint Stock of the ﬁui

13 XVIL. And
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XVII. And be it further ena&ed, That where more Perfons than one fhall be jointly interefted in one or
more Share or Shares in the faid Capital Joint Stock, they fhzll be entitled to give their Vote or Votes in
refpedt of {uth Share by the Perfon only whofe Name thall ftand firft in the Books of the faid Company as
Jjoint Proprietor of fuch Share or Shares. -

XVIII. And be it further ena&ed, That in all Cafes where the Perfon or Perfons by this A& required to
take any Oath fhall be of the People called Quakers, it thall be fufficient for him or them, inftead of the
Qath required, to make his or their folemn Athrmation to the fame Effect.

XIX. And be it further enated, That no Perfon fhall 8 capable of being eleted or chofen a DireGor
of the faid Company, who fhall not at the Time of fuch Choice or Ele&ion have, in his own Name, and
in his own Right, and for his own Ufe, and not jointly with or in Truft for any other Perfon or Perfons,
one Share at %eaﬁ in the Capital Joint Stock of the faid Company ; and that upon parting with his Share
in the faid Capital Joint Stock, or reducing the fame to lefs than one Share as before mentioned, the Place
of fuch Director fo parting with, reducing, or diminifhing his Share in the faid Caﬁital Joint Stock as
aforefaid, fhall become vacant, and another Proprietor fhall be ele&ted Director in his Room by the Mem-
bers of the faid Company, according to the Rules and Methods herein prefcribed or mentioned, any Thing
herein contained to the contrary notwithftanding.

XX. And be it further enalted, That no Perfon nominated to be a Dire@or fhall be ca‘pfablc to a&t in
the faid Office of Director undl he fhall have taken an Oath, in the Words or to the Effect following,

(videlicet :)
“« IJ- B. do fwear, That one Share at leaft of the Capital Joint Stock of the Sierra Leone Company,
¢ & whereof I am appointed or eletted to be Director, doth at this Time belong to me in my own Right,.
“ and not in Truft for any other Perfon or Perfons whomfoever.

_ : % So help me GOD.”™

XXI. Andbe it further enalted, That the feveral and refpetive Oaths by this A& required or appointed’
to be taken by the faid Dire€tors of the faid Company, every or any of themr refpectively, fhall and may.
be adminiftered by the Lord Mayor of the City of London, or any Aldérman of the faid City for the Time
being, or any of them, or by any twe or more of the faid Court of DireGtors, who fhall firft have taken
the {gid Oaths, and they and every of them refpetively are hereby authorifed and required to adminifter the.
faid QOaths accordingly. ) ) ]

XXII. And be it i)l,mhcr ena&ted, That if any Perfon or Perfons to be nominated Dire@or or Direttors
as aforefaid fhall, for the Space of forty Days after fuch Nomination or Ele&ion, and Notice thereof given
or fent to, or left with or for him or them at his or their ufual Place of Refidence, by Writing under the
Hand of the Secretary of the faid Company for the 1'ime being, negle& or refufe to take the Oath hereby
appointed to be taken by the faid Diretors of the faid Company, or thall refufe or neglet to take upon.
him his or their Office or Offices of Direftor, then and id'fuch Cafe the Office or Place of Dire&or of every
Perfon fo negleting or refufing fhall become vacant, and a new Election or Eleftions fhall be made into.
fuch Place or Places by the Members of the faid Company, according to fuch Rules, Methods, and Quali-
fications of the EleQors as herein-before is mentioned and prefcribed. . . .

XXIII. And be it further enacted, That the faid Court of Directors for the Tiime being, or the major
Part of them (whereof the Chairman or Deputy Chairman to be always one, unlefs in fuch Cafes as
herein-after mentioned) fhall and may fiom Time to Time, and at all convenient Times, affemble and
meet together at any convenient Place or Places, for the Direftion and Management of the Affairs or Bu-
finefs of the faid Company, and then and there hold Courts of Directors for the Affairs or Bufinefs of the
faid Company, and fummon General Courts to meet as often as they fhall fee Caufe; and that the faid
Court of Dire€lors, or_the major Part of them, fo aflembled, fhall and may aét according to fuch Bye
Laws, Contftitutions, Orders, Rules, or Direftions as fhall from Time to Time be made and given unto
them by the General Court of the faid Company, and in all Cafes not efpecially provided for by any Bye
Laws, Conttitutions, Orders, Rules, or Direflions made by the faid General Court, the faid Court of
Diredlors, or the majosPart of them, fo affembied, fhall and may dire¢t and manage all the Affairs and
Bufinefs of the faid Company, not efpecially appointed by this Act to be done by the faid Company, in a
General Court of the fame, fubje& Bne}:'el;thelefs to fuch ReftriCtions, Limitations, Rules, or Appointments

e contained in this A& on that Behalf. . . )
asil(rXIV. And be it further enadted, T'hat all Matters and Things which the faid Court of Direftors,.or

the major Part of them, (hall order and-dire& to be done by Sub-committees, or other Perfons appointed: 4

der them, fhall and may, by virtue of fuch Orders, be done by the faid Sub-commiittees and other Per-
1":)?15 fl:o tappoznted, as fully zé the faid Court of Diretors might lawtully do the fame. )

XXV. And be it further enafted, That the faid Court of Directors thall have Power.and Authority to ad-.
minifter an Oath to their Secretary, for the faithful and due Exccution of his T'ruft, in the Words, or.to

the Effect following, (wvideclicet :)

« ¥ A B. being eleQted into the Office or Place of Secretary to_the Sierra Leone Company, do fwear,,
“ I That I will be true and faithful to the faid Company, and will faithfully and truly exccute and dif~

“ charge the faid Office of Secretary, to the utmaft of my Skill and Power. « So help me G O D.”

And
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And that when any Perfon thall be appointed Sccretary of the faid Company, Notice in Writing thall be
forthwith fent to, or left with or for him, at his ufual Place of Refidence, by the Chairman of the Court of

Notice to be
given to Perflons
appointed

. Agents or Sere

DireGors at which he fhall be fo chofen, of fuch his. Election, and he fhall by fuch Notice be required to

himfelf without Delay for the faid Office, by taking the faid Oath.
VI. And be it further ena&ed, That when any Perfon thall be appointed Agent or Servant of the
faid Company, Notice thereof fhall be given or fent to, or left with or for him at his ufual Place of Refi-
dence, by Writing under the Hand of the Secretary of the faid Company for the Time being.

qualif
X
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XXVII. Andbe it further ena@ed, That R faid Court of Dire&ors fball have Power and Authori
to adminifter to the Agents and Servants of the faid Company the like Oath, mutatis mutandss, whi
they are herchy authorifed and impowered to adminifter to their Secretary.

¥(XVIII. And be it further enafted, That in cafe any Perfon to be elefted Secretary, Agent, or
Servant of the faid Company as aforefaid, fhall, for the Space of forty Days after fuch Nomination or
Eletion, and Notice thercof given or fenf to, or left with or for him at his ufual Place of Refidence, by
Writing as herein-before is mentioned, neglect or refufe to take the refpetive Oath and Oaths hereby ap-
pointed to be taken as aforefaid, fhall refufe or negle&t to take upon him or them, his or their Office or
Offices, that then, and in every fuch Cafe, the Office and Place of every fuch Perfon fo negle&ing or re-
fufing fhall become vacant, and a new Election or Eleétions fhall be made into fuch Place or Places as in
the refpetive Cales is herein-before prefcribed and mentioned.

XXIX. And be it further enated, That it thall be lawful for the Members of the faid Company, quali=
fied as aforefaid, from Time to Time, to aflemble and meet together at any convenient Place or Places,
for the Choice of the Dire€tors of the faid Company, according to the true Intent of this A&, and for
the making of Bye-Laws, Ordinances, Rules, Orders, or Directions for the good Government thereof,
or for any other Affairs or Bufinefs concerning the faid Company; and that all' the Members of the faid
Company, or fo many of them as fhall be aflembled (whereof’ the Chairman or Deputy Chairman to be
always one, except in fuch Cafes as herein-after are mentioned) thall be and be called 2 General Court -of
the faid Company, which Court fhall aflemble and meet together at fuch Times and in fuch Manner as
herein-after is direted. '

XXX. And be it further ena&ed, That the faid Court of Direltors, or the major Part of them for the
Time being, fhall, and they are hereby required, from Time to 1'ime, to {ummon and appoint one General
Court at leaft in every Year, between the firft Ijay of Fanuary and the firft Day of April.

XXXI. And be it further enacted, That if at any Time or Times there fhall be a Failure of holding 2
General Court within the faid Time, by the Default of the Court of Dire&ors for the Time being, that
then and fo often, and in every fuch Cafe, any five or more of the Dire€tors of the faid Company fhall and
may fummon and call a General Court, which thall meet and be holden fome Time in the Month of May:
next after the Time in which fuch General Court thould have been holden, upon the Summons of the major
Part of the Court of Dire€ors of the faid Company as aforefaid.

XXXII. And beit further enalted, That the faiXCourt of DireQors, or the major Part of them for the
Time being, fhall, from Time to Time, upon Demand in Writing under their hands, to be made
any nine or more of the Members of the faid Company, having each of them one full Share at leaft in the:
Capital Joint Stock of the faid Company, folely or jointly, as herein-before is mentioned, within twenty
Days after fuch Demand, call a General Court to be held of the Members of the faid Company ; and if
the faid Court of Dire&tors, or the major.Part of them, fhzll refufe or negle&t to fummon and call fuch
General Court, it fhall be lawful for the faid nine or more Members, having each one full Share as afore-
faid, upon fourteen Days Notice in Writing, to be publifhed in the London Gazette, to fummon and hold a
General Court of the {aid Company, and then and there to appoint one of themfelves to be Prefident or-
Chairman of the General Court fo to be holden, and to do and difpatch any Bufinefs relating to the Go-
vernment or Affairs of the faid Company ; and that in the General Court fo to be called and hoiders, or in
any other General Court of the faid Company, the Members then and there prefent may hear and debate
any Complaint that fhall be made againft any DireGor or Dire&ors, for Mifmanagement in his or their
Otlice or Offices ; and if fuch Direttor or Dire&tars thall not clear himfelf or themﬁaP/es of fuch Complaint,
to the Satisfaction of the major Part of the Members of the {aid Company, who thall’ be prefent at the faid
General Court, then and in every fuch Cafe, within twenty Days next after fuch General Court, another
Gencral Court fhall be called and held of the Members of the faid Company, fourteen Days Notice there-
of being given as aforefaid, finally to determine the fame by the Majority of Votes as aforefaid ; and that
the faid fecond General Court may, by the Majority of Votes as aforefaid, remove and difplace any Di-~
retor or DireGors for fuch Mifmanagement in his or their Office or Offices, and may ele& fome other
Perfon or Perfons from out of the Members of the faid Company, being qualified as herein-before is men-
tioned, to be DireGor or Directors in Manner before prefcribed, in the Room or Rooms, Stead or Steads
of fuch Perfon or Perfons as {hall be removed or difplaced, and that the Perfon or Perfons fo to be elected .
fhall continue in fuch Office'or Offices, until the Perfons to be eleGed Directors at the then next enfuing -
General Election, or the major Part of them, fhall be fworn into their refpeQive Offices. ’

XXXIIL. And be it fursher enalted, That the faid Company fhall have full Power, and they are hereby=»
authorifed in the General Courts or Aflemblies aforefaid, by Majority of Votes as aforefaid, to make and »
conltitute reafonable Laws, Conftitutions, Orders, and Ordinances, from Time to Time, for, touching,
or concerning the Trade of the faid Company, and for making Dividends of the Profits arifing from their
Capital Joint Stock, and for the good Government of all or any other Affairs or Bufinels of the (aid

Company,
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Compapy, and for the good Government of all the Officers, Servants, and others, concerned in the fame,
and to infliCt reafonable Penaltics and Forfeitures for any Breach or Breaches thereof, fo that the fame be
not repugnant to the Laws of this Realm ; and that ah the faid Penalties and Forfeitures thall and may be
levied, recovered, and received to the only Ufe and Behoof of the faid Company, without any Account,
Mattcr,' or Thing, to be therefore rendered to any Perfon or Perfons whomlocver.

. XXXIV. And be it further enatted, That the firft General Court for the faid Company fhall be
held within the Space of thirty Days next after the firft Day of Fuly one thoufand feven hundred and

pinety-one, .

X)%XV. And be it further enalted, That in all Cafes when there fhall be an Equality, or an equal
Number of Votes in any General Court, or in any Court of Directors to be holden as aforefaid, the
Chairman for the T'ime being fhall have the cafting Vote. .

XXXVI. And be it further enacted, That a Court of DireQors of the faid Company thall be fum-
moned and held once at lcaft in every Calendar Month, during the Continuance of the faid Company ;
and that in cafe the Chairman or Deputy Chairman fhall refufe or negle& to fummon and hold a Court of
Dire€lors, once at leaft in every Calendar Month, and in every Cafe, where under the Provifions of this
A& it fhall be neceflary that a Court of DireCtors fhould be held, and through Negle& or Refufal of the
Chairman or Deputy, or Deaths of them, or either of them, the fame cannot be otherwife held, then and
in cvery fuch Cale, and fo often, five or more of the Direftors of the faid Company for the Time being
may, upon reafonable Notice to be given thereof in the London Gazette, fummon the Direftors of the faid
Compan}') to affemble and meet together at the then ufual Place of Meeting of the Court of Direttors, and
the faid DireGors, o affembled upon fuch Summnions, or the major Part of them, fhall be and be deemed
16 be a Court of Directors of the faid Company, and fhall and may tranfa& and do all Matters and Things
belon}ginﬁ/ to a Court of DireCtors of the faid Comparnly to tranfa& and do.

XXXVII. And be it further enalted, That when any Court of Diretors fhall be duly fummoned to
affemble and meet together, if the Chairman or Deputy Chairman fhall, by reafon of Sicknefs, Abfence
from London, or otber Occafions, not come or be prefent at fuch Meeting, and fhall not fend Notice of
his or their Inability to attend, within two Hours after the Tlime a;a‘:ointed for fuch Meeting, then and in
fuch Cafe the Dire&tors, or the major Part of them, being fo met, fhall and may in fuch Cale make, hold,
and be a Court of Dire@ors, and do and tranfatt all Matters and Things belonging to a Court of Di-
reGors of the faid Company to do and tranfadt ; or if the-Chairman and Deputy Chairman fhall fend
Notice of their Inability to attend, then, without waiting two Hours after the Time appointed as aforefaid,
the DireQors, or the major Part of them, fo met, fhall and may make, hold, and be a Court of Di-
reCtors, and in like Manner proceed to Bufinefs. .

XXXVIIL. And be it further ena&ted, That the faid Company fhall caufe an Accomptant to keep a
Book or Books in the public Office or Place of Meeting of the faid Company, to be provided for that
Purpofe, and therein fairly to enter or caufe to be entered, from T'ime to Tiime, the Accountof the Capital
Joint Stock of the faid Company as aforefaid, the fame to be by him attefted upon Oath Sif required),
which faid Book or Books fhall from Time to Time lie open to be viewed, and fhall be called The Ledger
of the Capital Joint Stock of the Sierra Leone Company ; and there fhall alfo be from Time to Time pro-
vided and kept, as herein-after is mentioned, one or more other Book or Books, which fhall be called 7%
Transfer Book or Books of the Sierra Leone Comﬁa . A
© XXXIX. Apd be it further enafted, That t e”ghares of all and every Perfon and Perfons whomfoever,
of and in the faid Capital Joint Stock of the faid Company, or any of them (fo that the fame be not thereby
fplit and divided into Frations) {hall and may be affignable and transferrable, afligned and transferred, to
fuch Perfon or Perfons only as fhall freely and voluntarily accept the fame, and not otherwife, by an Entry
to be made in the faid Transfer Book or Books, figned by the Party or Partics {o afligning or transferring, in
the Words or to the Effe& following, (videlicet ; )g :

€ Y A. B. do transfer and affign unto C. D. his Executors, Adminiftrators, and Afligns, my

“ Share or Shares [as the Cafe may be] in the Capital Joint Stock of the Sierra Leone Company, and
% all Benefit arifing therefrom. Witnefs my Hand, this Day of m the
4¢ Year of our Lord ”

Or in cafe the Perfon or Perfons afligning or transferring be not prefent, that then and in fuch Cafe the A~
fignment or Transfer {hall be made by an Entry in the faid Book or Books laft mentioned, figned by fome
Perfon thereunto lawfully authorifed by Letter of Attorney, or Deed duly executed in the Prefence of and
ateefled by two or more %Nitneﬂ'cs, in the Words or to the Effet following, (wvidedlicet ;)

“ Y A. B. by virtue of a Letter of Attorney from C. D. dated the Day of
“« in the Year of our Lord ' do, in the Name and on the Behalf of

“ the faid C. D. transfer and aﬂi%] unto £. F. his Executors, Adminiftrators, and Affigns, the

« Share or Shares of the faid C. D. in the Capital Joint Stack of the Sierra Leone Company, and all Be-
“ nefit arifing therefrom. Witnefs my Hand, the Day of in the Year of
“ our »

And that all Afignments and Transfers made in Manner above prefcribed, and ro other, fhall be good and
available in the Law, and fhall transfer and convey the whole Eftate and Intereft of the Party or Parties fo

31 Geo. Ul. Z X afbgning
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afligning or transferring, or authorifmg fuch Affignment or Transfer, of and in fuch and fo many of his,
her, or their faid Shares thereof; as in fuch Aflignment or Transfer fhall be mentioned, and all Benefits ang
Acvantages in refpect thereof, until the Affignee or Transferree, Aflignees or Transferrees therein named,
his, her, and their Executors, Adminiftrators, and Afligns. ‘ .

XL. And be it further enaed, That no Perfon who fhall claim any Share or Intereft of or in the
Capital Joint Stock of the faid Company, either as Executor, Adminiftrator, or Legatee, fhall transfer
the fame, or receive any Dividends or Profits thereof, until he, fhe, or they fhall have produced the Will,
or Probate of the Will, or the Letters of Adminiftration under which he, fhe, or they refpeQively claim,
unto the Perfon or Perfons who fhall have the Care and Keeping of the faid I'ransfer Book, in order to his
or their making an Entry or Memorandum of fuch Will, Probate, or Letters of 'Adminiftration, or of fo
much thereof as relates to the faid Stock, in a Book or Books to be by him or them kept and provided for that
Purpofe, which Book or Books fhall be open in the Transfer Office, to be feen and perufed at all feafon-
able Times, by all Perfons concerned, without Fee or Charge ; and the Perfon or Perfons keeping the faid
‘Transfer Books is and are hereby retiuired to provide and keep fuch Book or Books, and to make fuch
Entries and Memorandums accordingly. .

¢ XLI. And, to prevent any Doubts in the Minds of the Publick with refpe& to the Credit of the faid
¢ Company,’ be it further cna&ted, That fome Time between the firft Day of 4pri/ and the firft Day of
May in_every Year, there fhall be publifhed and declared in the London Gazette, a juft and true Account
of the Debts, Credits, and Amount of the Capital Stock of the faid Company, figned by the Chairman,
Deputy Chairman, and five other Direfors of the faid Company for the 'T'ime being.

XLII. And be it furtherenalted, That it fhall be lawful for the Dire€ors of the faid Company for the
Time being from Time to Time to choofe or appoint, or caufe to be chofen and appointed, fuch Officers
and Servants as they fhall judge neceffary to beemployed in the Service of the {aid Company, and to con-
tinue them, or any of them, in their refpective Offices or Employments, in fuch Manner as they the faid
Dire@ors thall think fit; and alfo to fettle and eftablith proper galaries, Fees, or Allowances to the Officers
and Servants fo te be chofen and appointed.

XLAII. And be it further enaCted, That the Capital Joint Stock of the faid Company, and the Share
and Intereft of each and every particular Member thercof and therein, fhall be deemed and adjudged, in all
Courts of Law and Equity, and elfcwherey to be a perfonal and not a real Eftate, and fhall go to the
Exccutors or Adminiftrators of the Perfon or Perfons dying poflefled thereof, or entitled thereunto, and
not to the Heir of fuch Perfon.

¢ XLIV. And, for the better and more effeCtually eftablithing and carrying on of the Trade and Bufi-
¢ nefs of the faid Coapany,’ be it further enaéed, T'hat it {hall be lawful for his Majefty, his Heirs and
Succeflors, to make unto the faid Company a Grant, by Letters Patent under the Great Seal of Great
Britain, of fo much and fuch Part of all that Tra& or Diftri€t of Land, fituate and being at Sierra
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any of the Kings, Princes, or Chiefs having Right therein, become vefted in his Majefty, his Heirs and
Succeffors, with full Power, Liberty, and Privilege to and for the faid Company to purchafe of and from
all Kings, Princes, and Chiefs, or other Powers having Right to make Sale theréof, fo much Land as fhall
include the whole Tract or Diftri fo commonly called or known by the Name of The Peninfula of Sisrra
Ieone as aforefaid, as the fame is bounded on the North by the River Sierra Leone, on the South by the
River Caramanca, onthe Ealt by the River Bunce, and on the Weft by the Sea, to hold the fame, and the
whole Ufe, Property, and Pofleflion of the faid Peninfula (as well fuch Part thereof as may have fo been
vefted in his Majefty as aforefaid, as alfo fuch additional Part fo to be purchafed by them under the Au-
thority of this A&, and his Majefty’s faid Grant) unto the faid Company and their Affigns, upon fuch
Terms, Conditions, and Refervations to be inferted in the faid Grant, as his Majefty, his Heirs and Suc-
ceflors refpettively, fhall judge expedient.

XLV. Provided always, and be it ena&ed, That nothing in this A& contained fhall extend, or be con-
ftrued to extend, to afleét the Rights of any other Britifh SubjeQs trading to Africa, fo as to prevent or in
any Mannér to obftru& the Ships or Veflels belonging to Britifh Subje&s from anchoring in Sierra Leone
or Caramanca Rivers, or in any of the Creeks, Bays, or Harbours within the Limits fpecified in this A&,
for the Purpofe of refitting and repairing as heretofore, with full Liberty to the fame to ere&t temporary
Tents, Huts, or Sheds on the Shores of the faid Peninfula, for the Security of the Stores and Accom-
modation of the Perfons employed upon fuch QOccafions ; and that no Impediment or Obftru&ion fhall be

given by the faid Company, their Agents or Servants, to fuch Britifp Subje@s, or their ‘Agents, to pre- .

vent their purchafing lvory, Wax, Camwood, and Provifions from the Natives, or procuring Fruit, Fire-
wood, and Water as_heretofore, without any new Charge being exacted for the fame.

XLVI. And be it further enacted, ‘That no Proceedings to be had and taken in purfuance of this A,
fhall be quathed or vacated for want of Form only.

XLVII. And be it further enaled, That if any A&tion, Suit, or Information fhall be brought, infti-
tuted, or commenced (in any Courtof Great Britain) againft any Perfon or Perfons, for any Thing dones
in purfuance of this A&, or in the Execution of the Powers and Authorities, or the brders and DireQions.
herein-before given or granted, every fuch A&ion, Suit, or Information, fhall be brought or commenced
within fix Calendar Months next after the Faét committed, or in cafe there fhall be a Continuance of

Damage, then within fix Calendar Months next after the doing or committing fuch Damage fhall ceafe,
R L and
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and not afterwards; and the Defendant or Defendants in fuch A&ion, Suit, or Information may, in any
fuch Court, plead the General 1ffue, and give this At aid the fpecial Matter in Evidence at any Irial to
be had thereupon, and that the fame was done in purfuarc: and by the Authority of this Aét: And if it
thall appear to have been fo done, or if any A&tion, Suit, or Information, fhall be brought after the Time
fo limited for bringing the fame, then and in fuch Cafe the Jury fhall find for the Defendant or Defendants,
or the Court of Scffions in Scotland (hall difmifs the faid Suit; or if the Plaintift or Plaintitfs, Purfuer or
Pucfuers, thall become Nonfuit, or fuffer a Difcontinuance of his, her, or their Action, Suit, or Informa-
ticn, after the Defendant or Defendants thall have appeared, or it a Verdiét or Julgement, or Decifion of
the Court of Seffion in Scotland, fhall pafs againft the Plaintdt or Plaintiffs, Purfuer or Purfuers, or
it upon Demurrer, or otherwife, Judgement fhall be given agaio(t the Plaintilf or Flaintiffs, the Detendant
or Defendants fhall have treble Colfts, and fhall have fuch Remedy for the fame as any Defendant or De-
fendants hath or have for Cofts of Suit in any Ation or Aciions at Law,

XLVIIL. And be it further ena&ted, That this A& fhall take place and have Continuance from the firft
Day of Fuly one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-one, for and during the Term of thirty-onc Years,
and from thence to the End of the then next Seffion of Parliament.

XLIX. And be it further enated by the Authority aforefaid, That this A& fhall be deemed and taken to
be a Publick A&; and all Judges in any of the Courts in Great DBritain, Juftices, and other Perfons, are
hereby required to take notice of it as fuch, without fpecially pleading the fame.

C AP LVL

‘An A& more effeually to prevent Abufes and Frauds committed by Perfons employed
in the Manufactures of combing Wool and Worfted Yarn in the County of Norfoik,
and City of Norwich and County of the faid City.

¢ W HERE AS, by certain Aéls of Parliament, made in the twenty-fecond Year of the Reign of
¢ King GEORGE the Second, and the fourteenth and fifteenth Years of the Reign of his prefent
¢ Majefty, for the more effellual preventing of Frands and Abufes committed by Perfons employed in the
¢ Mannfaéiure ¢of Hats, and in the Woollen, Linen, Fuflian, Cotton, Iron, Leather, Fur, Hemp, Flax,
¢ Mohair, and_Silk Manyfallures ;- and for preventing unlawful Combinations of Fourneymen Dyers, and
;ourmymm Hatpr%ér:, and of all Perfons employed in the Jaid feveral Manufaélures, and for the better
ayment of their Wages ; certain Penalties and Punifhments in'the faid AQs refpe@ively mentioned are
imﬂ&ed upon all Perfons who fhall reel Short or Falfe Yarn, and on Perfons embezzling the Materials
ufed in the faid Manufactures: And whereas the Purpofes of the faid A&s have been greatly fruftrated,
within the County of Norfolk and City of Norwich and County of the fame City, from the Woolcombers
and Makers of Worfted Yarn being unwilling to expofe thcm({lves fingly to the Lofs attending the Re-
¢ fentment of the Spinners and Work People, by profecuting them for Offences againft the faid A&s:
¢ And whereas this important Branch of the Woollen Manufacture within the Places aforefaid will be greatly
prejudiced, unlefs the Woolcombers and Makers of Worfted Yarn arc enabled jointly to carry the faid
Ad&s into effe@ual Execution, and unlefs fome further Regulations are made to prevent Frauds and
¢ Abufes committed by Perfons employed in the Manufatures of combing Wool and Worfted Yarn,
¢ which cannot be done without the Aid of Parliament:” May it therefore pleate your Majefty that it may
be ena&ed’; and be it enacted by the King’s moft Excellent Majefty, by and with the Advice and Con-
fent of the Lords Spiritual and ’l{mporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament aflembled, and by the
Authority of the fame, That a General Meeting of the Woolcombers and Makers of Worfted Yarn, in
the County of Norfolt, and City of Norwich and County of the fame City, fhall be held at the City of
Norwich, upon or before the fecond Day of September one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-one, at the
Hour of eleven of the Clock in the Forenoon, Notice of which fhall be given in fome of the Morwich
Newfpapers, at leaft twenty-one Days betore the faid Meeting, by the Clerk of the Peace for the City of
Norwich, at which faid General Meeting fuch of the faid Woolcombers and Makers of Worfted Yarn as
fhall be prefent fhall have Votes, and having firft chofen a Chairman, fhall ele&®, nominate, and appoint
twelve Perfons from amongft themfelves, which faid twelve Perfons fo to be eleGed fhall be a Committee of
the faid Woolcombers and Makers of Worfted Yarn, until another Committee fhall be chofen and ap-
pointed in the Manner herein-after provided, and fo as often as there fhall be Occafion; which Committee
are hereby authorifed and impowered to nominate and recommend proper Perfons to be licenfed by the
uftices of the Peace for the County of Norfoik, and City of Norwich and County of the fame City re-
ine&ively, at any of their Quarter Seffions, or any Adjournment thereof, to be InfpeCtors for the Purpofes
herein-after mentioned ; and the faid Committee fhall alfo have the DireGtion of all Profecutions of Of-
fenders againft this and the faid before-mentioned Acts, and the Management of the Fund or Funds herein-
after created, and fhall have Power to do all other Matters and Things which may be deemed neceflary
and proper for cagrying this A& into Execution, in fuch Manner as the faid Committee fhall, from Time
to ‘Time, think beft for the Intereft and Advantage of all the Woolcombers and Makers of Worfted Yarn
in the County of Norfolk, and City of Norwich and County of the fame City.
I1. Provided always, “['hat no Woolcomber or Maker of Worftzd Yarn, who fhall be employed as a
rneyman, fhall attend or have a Vote at any Meeting to be held in purfuance of this A&, or in any

ﬁ:nner interfere in the carryifig of this A& into Execution.
Z 2z IIl, And
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