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or vesisels{ ; nor shall such seaman or mariner, for such entry, forfeit the
wages due to him during the term of his service in such merchant ship
or vessel, nor shall such entry be deemed a desertion.

[ No.CXVIII.] 4 Geo.1V. c. 41.—An Act for the regis-
tering of Vessels.—(27th June 1823.]

YVHEREAS the wealth and strength of this kingdom and the rity
and safety of every part of the British Empire greatly depend on
the encouragement given to shipping and navigation : And whereas divers
Acts have from time to time been passed for the purpose of confining to
ships wholly built in His Majesty’s dominions the advantages which
were formerly given by the Legislature to shi&s owned and navigated by
His Majesty’s subjects, and for that purpose divers regulations have from
time to time been made, for the registering of and the transferring of the
property in such ships; which regulations have been found in some
resg:ects ineffectual, and in others inconvenient : And whereas the object
f the Leéislature in passing the said several Acts may be more effectually
attained by repealing the same, and by comprising and consolidating in
one Act the several provisions contained therein, but varied and altered
in some respects ; be it therefore enacted by the King’s most excellent
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and
the authority of the same, That from and after the thirty-first day of
December one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, so much of an
Act passed in the seventh and eighth years of the reigu of His late Majesty
King William the Third, intituled An Act for preventing Frauds and regu~
lating Abuses in the Plantation Trade, as relales in any way to the
registering of ships and vessels; and also so much of an Act passed in
the fifteenth year of the reign of His late Majesty King George the
Second, intituled An Act for further regulating the i’lantation Trade, and for
Relief of Merchants importing Prize Goods from America, and for preventing
collusive Captures there ; and for obliﬁing the Claimers of Vessels seized for
Exportation of Wool, or any unlawful Importation, to give Security for Costs;
and 7{"m- allowing East India Goods lo be taken out of Warehouses in order to
be cleaned and refreshed, as relates in any way to the proof to be given
that the ship or vessel belongs to British subjects, before the same is per-
mitted to trade; and as relates to the liberty to be given to trade where
the certificate of the registry hath been lost; and as relates to the
registering of .a ship or vessel de novo; and also the whole of an Act of
Parliament passed in the twenty-sixth year of the reign of His late Ma-
jesty King George the Third, intituled An Act for the further Increase and
Encouragement of Shipping und Navigation ; and also so much of an Act
passed in the twenty-seventh year of the reign of His late Majesty King
George the Third, intituled An Act to enforce and render more effectuul
several Acts passed in the Twelfth Year of the reign of King Charles the
Second, and other Acts made for the Increase and Encouragement of Shipping
and Navigatien, as relates in any way to the registering of ships or ves-
sels ; and also so much of an Act passed in the twenty-eighth year of
the reign of Ilis late Majesty King George the Third, intituled Adn dct
more effectually lo secure the Performance of Quarantine, and for amending
several Laws relating to the Revenue “of Customs, as relates to masters of
ships or vessels detaining the certificates of registry of the same; and
also so much of an Act passed in the thirty-fourth year of the reign of
His late Majesty King George the Third, intituled An Act for the further
Encouragement of British Mariners, and for other Purposes therein men-
tioned, as relates to the transfer or contract, or agreement for transfer,
and the alteration of property in any ship or vessel, and as relates to the
certificate of registry being withheld or detained by the master of the ship
or vessel, and as relates to the registering a ship or vessel de novo, under
the several circumstances therein mentioned; and also the whole of an
Act passed in the forty-eighth year of the reign of His Jate Majesty



Class 11.] Ship-Owners, Mariners, and Fisheries.

Kl%' George the Third, intituled An Act to provide that British Ships which
shall be caplured by the Enemy, and skall afterwards become the Property o

British Subjects, shall not be entitled to the Privileges of British Ships ;

also the whole of an Act passed in the forty-ninth year of the reign of
His late Majesty, intituled An Act fo amend an Act made in the forty-
eighth Year of His present Majesty, to provide that British Ships captured
by the Enemy, becoming the Property of British Subjects, shall not be
entitled to the Privileges of British Ships; and also so much of
an Act passed in the fifty-fifth year of "the reign of His said late
Majesty, intituled An Act to make further Regulations for the Registry
of Ships built in India, as relates in any way to the registering of
ships or vessels in India; and also the whole of an Act passed in the
ﬁl?-ninth year of the reign of His late Mtgesty King George the Third

intituled A Act {0 ascertain the Tonnage of Vessels propelled by Steam ; and
also so much of an Act passed in the first year of the reign of His
present Majesty King George the Fourth, intituled An Aet for granting
the Priuik!c;ay Briush Ships to Vessels built at Malta, Gibraltar, and
Hd'ﬁo certain of those Privileges to Vessels built in the British
Settlements at Honduras, as relates to the registering of ships or vessels
at Malta Gibraltar and Heligoland ; and also all and every other Act, or
so much of any other Act, passed in Great Britain or in Ireland, as re-
Jates in any way to the registering of ships and vessels ; shall be and the
same are hereby respectively repealed.

1I. And be it further enacted, That from and after the thirty-first day
of December one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, no ship or
vessel baving a deck, or being of the burthen of fifteen tons or upwards,
shall be entitled to any of the privileges or advantages of a British ship,
until the person or persons claiming Eroperty therein shall have caused
the same to be registered in manner herein-after mentioned, and shall
bave obtained a certificate of such registry from the person or persons
authorized to make such registrﬁ' and t such certificatc as herein-
after directed ; the form of which certificate shall be as follows; videlicet,

¢« THIS is to certify, That in pursuance of an Act passed in the fourth
¢ year of the reign of King George the Fourth, intituled 4n Act [here in-
¢ sert the title of the Act,the names occupation and residence of the subscribi
. : :

taken and subscribed the oath rezuired by this Act, an

bha

’

‘ having]mrn t [he, or they] together with [names occupations and
¢ residence of mon-subscribing owners [is, or are] sole owner or owners, in
¢ the proportions specified on the back hereof, of the ship or vessel called
¢ the [sip’s name] of [place to which the vessel belongs], which is of the
‘ bu of [ number qftom}, and whereof [master’s name] is master ; and
¢ that the said ship %r mseu wuﬁ‘[:wlnn u;; where ;:ilt or condeﬁ‘mned ;}
¢ prize, referring to builder’s certificate, ju e’s certificale, or certificute

‘ Il:u regisiry delivered up to be cancelled], and [name and employment
¢ of swrveying officer] haming certified to us that the said shil: or vessel has
¢ n-uheri decks and [nwnber] masts, that her length from the fore part of
¢ the main stem to the after part of the stern post aloft is [nwnber of feet
¢ and inches], her breadth at the broadest part [stating whether thut be
¢ above or below the main wales] is [number of feet and inches], her [height
¢ detween decks, if more thar owe dech, or depth in the hold, if enly one deck]
¢ is [number of ftet and inches], that she 13 [how migged] rigged with a
’ ing or running) bowsprit, is [ iplion of ua-n»;], sterned, [cervel
¢ or clincker] built, has [whether any or no) gallery, and [kind of head §f
‘ any] head; and the said subacribini‘owneu having consented and
¢ agreed to the above description, and having caused sufficient security
¢ 10 be given, as is required by the said Act, the ssid ship or vessels called
“ the [name] has been duly registered at the port of [name of port.]
¢ Certified under our hands at the Custom House, in the said port of
¢

[

2::;: 7‘ port] this [date] day of [name of month] in the year [words at
A,

¢ [Signed] Collector.
¢ [Signed] €omptrolier.’
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No.CXVIIL And on the back of such certificate of registry there shall be an account
4 Geo. IV, 0f the parts or shares held by each of the owners mentioned and described
3y insuch certificate, in form and manner following:

c. 41. ¢ Names of the several owners Number of sixty-fourth shares
N ¢ within mentioned. held by each owner.
¢ [ Name Thirty-two.
¢ Name Sixteen.
¢ Name Eighe.
¢ Name EigM.&
‘ [Sig ollector.
¢ [Signe Comptroller.”

27 G.3.¢. 19, Provided always, that nothing in this Act shall extend to require any ves-
sel not exoeedmﬁ the burthen of thirty tons, and not having a whole or
a fixed deck, and being employed solely in the fishery on the banks or
shores of Newfoundland, and of the N?am adjacent, or on the banks or
shores of the provinces of Quebec, Nova Scotia, or New Brunswick, adja-
cent to the gulph of Saint Lawrence, and on the north of Canso, or
of the islands within the same, or in trading coastwise within the said
limits, to be registered so long as such vessel shall be solely so employed.
Persons autho-  [IL. And be it further enacted, That the persons authorized and re-
rised to make  quired to make such registry, and grant such Icertificates, shall be the
Regitry and  collector and comptroller of His Majesty’s customs in any Iport in the
grant Centifi-  United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and in the Isle of Man
cates, respectively, in respect of ships or vessels to be there registered; and the
rincipal officers of His Majesty’s customs in the island of Guernsey or
Jersey, together with the Governor Lieutenant-Governor or Commander-
in-chief of those islands respectively, in respect of ships or vessels to
be there registered; and the collector and comptroller of His Majesty’s
customs of any port in the colonies, plantations, islands, and territories,
to lis Majesty belonging in Asia Africa and America, together with the
Governor Lieutenant-Governor or Commander-in-chief of such colonies,
plantations, islands, and territories, respectively, in respect of ships or
vessels to be there registered ; and the collector of duties at any port in
the territories under tﬁe Government of the East India Company, and
other territories belongiug to His Majesty within the limits of the Charter
of the said Company, payable to the said Company, or any other person
of the rank, in the said Company’s service, of senior merchant, or of six
years’ standing in the said service, being respectively appointed to act in
the execution of this Act, by any of the Governments of the said Company
in India, in any ports in which there shall be no collector and comptroller
of His Majesty’s customs in respect of ships or vessels to be there regis-
tered ; and the Governor Lieutenant-Governor or Commander-in-chief of
Multa, Gibraltar, Heligoland, and Cape of Good Hope, respectively, in
Provisions as to  respect of ships or vess::ﬁs .to be there reFIstered: Provided always, that
Vessels regis- Do ship or vessel registered by such collector or other person in Indéia
tered in India.  shall be entitled to the privileges and advantages of British ships in any
trade or voyages beyond the limits of the said Company's Charter, other
than and except such as are specified in an Act in the fifty-third
year of the reign of His late Majesty King George the Third, and made
for the riEulauon, among other things, of the trade to and from the
places within the said Compa.nrs Charter, and in other subsequent Acts
made and passed or to be hereafter made and passed for the further regu-
Provision s to  lation of the trade to and from such places: Provided also, that no ship
Vessels regis-  or vessel shall be registered at Malta Gibraltar or Heligoland, except
tered at Malta, such as are wholly of the built of those places respectively, and such
Gibraltar,or  ghips or vessels shall not be registered elsewhere; and that such ships or
Heligoland,  vessels so registered shall not be entitled to the privileges and advantages
of British ships in any trade between the said United Kingdom and any of
the colonies, plantations, islands, or territories, in America to His Majesty
Certain Powers Dtlonging: Provided also, that wherever in and by this Act it is directed
of Collectors  ©F provided that any Act matter or thing shall and may be done or per-
and Comptrol- formed by to or with any collector and comptroller of His Majesty’y
lers, by whom to be exercised in certain Cases, :
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customs, the same shall or may be done or performed by to or with the.
pnnc:nl officers of customs in the islands of Gu or Jersey, together
with the Governor Lieutenant-Governor or Commander-in-chief of those
islands respectively ; and also by to or with such collector or other person
in India in the service of the East India Company as aforesaid; and also by
to or with the Governor Lieutenant-Governor or Commander-in-chief of
Malta, Gibraltar, Heligoland, or Cape of Good Hope, and according as the
same act matter or thing is to be done or performed at the said several
and respective places, and within the jurisdiction of the said several per-
mﬁn y: Provided also, that wherever in and by this Act it is
or provided that any act matter or thing shall or may be done
or orme(l or with the Commissioners of His Majesty’s Customs,
perft by to th the C f His Majesty’s Custo
the same shall or may be done or performed by to or wi

€ the said Com-
missioners, or any two or more of them in

b or Sy, twn Hemeit lanﬂIrctandorScotlmd
ively ; so by to or with the Governor Lieutenant-Governor
mmmder-in-Chief of any place where any ship or vessel may be

-

istered under the authority of this Act, so far as such act matter or
ag can be applicable to the registering of any ship or vessel at such

IV. And be it further enacted, That from and after the said thirty-first
day of December one thousand ejght hundred and twenty-three, in case
any ship or vessel, not being duly registered, and not having obtained
such certificate of registry as aforesaid, shall exercise any of the privile
of a British ship, the same shall be subject to forfeiture, and also all
guns, furniture, ammunition, tackle, and apparel, to the same ship or
vessel belonging, and shall and may be seized by any officer or officers of
His Majestges customs : Provided always, that nothing in this Act shall
extend or be construed to extend to affect the privileges of any ship or
vessel which shall have been registered by virtue of any Act or Acts in
force for the registry of British ships, and granting certificates thereof
prior to the said thirty-first day of mber one thousand eight hundred
and twenty-three, until such time or times as such ships or vessels shall
be required by this Act to be registered de novo, under the regulations

V. And be it further enacted, That no ship or vessel shall he registered,

or having been registered, shall be deemed to be duly registered by virtue
of this Act, except such as are wholly of the built of the said Unired
Kingdom, or of the Isle of Man, or of the islands of Guernsey or Jersey,
or of some of the colonies, plantations, islands, or territories, in Asia,
Africa, or America, or of Multa, Gibraltar, or Heligoland, which belo
to His Majesty, his heirs or successors, at the time of the building of suc
ships or vessels; or such ships or vessels as shall have been condemned in
any Court of Admiralty as prize of war, or such ships or vessels as shall
have been condemned in any competent court for the breach of the laws
made for the prevention of the slave trade, and which shall wholly belong,
and continue wholly to belong, to His Majesty’s subjects duly entitled to
be owners of ships or vessels registered by virtue of this Act.

VI. And be it further enacted, That no ship or vessel shall continue to
enjoy the privileges of a British ship after the same shall have been re.
parred in a foreign country, if such repairs shall exceed the sum of twenty

illings for every ton of the burthen of the said ship or vessel, unless
such repairs shall have been nece by reason of extraordinary d
sustained by such ship or vessel during her absence from His Majesty’s
doininions, to enable her to perform the voyage in which she shall have
been engaged, and to return te some port or of the said dominions
and whenever any ship or vessel, which has been so repaired in a foreign
country, shall arrive at any port in His Majesty's dominions, as a Britisk
registered ship or vessel, the master or other person bhaving the command
or charge of the same shall, upon the first entry thereof, report upon oath
to the collector and comptroller of His Majesty’s customs at such port,
that such ship or vessel has been so repaired, under penalty of twenty
shi{’lingsl }'or every ton of the bunhex: oS such ship or vessel, according to

oL, II, ' , '
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the admeasurement thereof; and if it shall be proved, to the satisfaction
of the Commissioners of His Majesty's Customs, that such ship or vessel
was seaworthy at the time when she last departed from any port or place

. in His Majesty’s dominions, and that no greater quantity of such

have been done to the said vessel than was necessary as aforesaid, it shall
be lawful for the said Commissioners, upon a full consideration of all the
circumstances, to direct the collector and comptroller of the port where
such ship or vessel shall have arrived, or where she shall then be, to
certify on the certificate of the registry of such ship or vessel, that it has
been proved to the satisfaction of the Commissioners of His Majesty’s
Customs, that the privileges of the said ship or vessel have not been for-
feited; notwithstanding the repairs which have been done to the same in &
foreign country.

VII. And be it further enacted, That if any ship or vessel, registered
under the authority of this or any other Act, shall be deemed or declared
to be stranded or unseaworthy, and incapable of being recovered or re-
E;ired to the advantage of the owners thereof, and shall for such reasons

e sold by order or decree of any competent court, for the benefit of the
owners of such ship or vessel, or other persons interested therein, the
same shall be taken and deemed to be a ship or vessel lost or broken up,
to all intents and purposes within the meaning of this Act, and shall never

in be entitled to the privileges of a British-built ship, for any purposes
of trade or navigation.

VIII. And be it further enacted, That no Britishk ship or vessel which
has been or.shall hereafter be captured by, and become prize to an enemy,
or sold to foreigners, shall again be entitled to the privileges of a Britisk
ship: Provided always, that nothing contained in this Act shall extend
to prevent the registering of any ship or vessel whatever, which shall
be condemied in any Court of Admiralty as prize of war, or in any
cotgpetent court for breach of laws made for the prevention of the slave
trade. -

IX. And be it further enacted, That no such registry shall hereafter be
made, or certificate thereof granted, by any person or persons herein-before

_ authorizzd to make such registry, and grant such certificate, in any other

port or place than the port or place to which such ship or vessel shall

groperl belong, except so far as relates to such ships or vessels as shall
: ‘be condemned as prizes in any of the islands of Guernsey Jersey or Man ;

which ships or vessels shall in future be registered in manner herein-after
directed ; but that all and every registry and certificate granted in any Kort
or place to which any such shir or vessel does not properly belong, shall
be utterly null and void, to all intents and purposes, unless the officers
aforesaid shall be specially authorized and empowered to make such regis-
try, and grant such certificate in any other port, by an order in writing:
under the hands of the Commissioners of His Majesty’s Customs, which
order the said Commissioners are hereby authorized and empowered to

issue in manner aforesaid, if they shall see fit; and at every port where
registry shall be made in Yursua.nce of this Act, a book shall be kept by
the collector and comptroller, in which all the particulars contained in the

form of the certificate of registry herein-before directed to be used shall
be duly entered; and every registry shall be numbered in progression,
beginning such progressive numeration gt the commencement of each and
every year; and such collector and comptroller shall forthwith, or within
one month at the farthest, transmit to the Commissioners of His Majesty’s
Customs a true and exact copy, together with the number of every certi-
ficate which shall be by them so granted.

X. And be it further enacted, That every ship or vessel shall be deemed
to belong to some port at or near to which some or one of the owners who
shall take and subscribe the oath required by this Act, before registry be
made, shall reside ; and whertever such owner or owners shall have trans-
ferred all his or their share or shares in such ship or vessel, the same
shall be registered de novo, before such ship or vessel shall sail or depart
from the port to which she shall then belong, or from any other port
which shall be in the same part of the United Kingdom, or the same
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colony, plantation, island, or territory, as the said port shall be in: Pro-
vided always, that if the owner or owners of such ship or vessel cannot
in sufficient time comply with the requisites of this Act, so that registry
may be made before it shall be necessary for such ship or vessel to sail
or vpon another voyage, it shall be lawful for the collector and
comptroller of the port where such ship or vessel may then be, to certif;
upon the back ot the existing certificate of registry of such ship or vessel,
that the same is to remain in force for the voyage upon which the said
ship or vessel is then about to sail or depart: Provided also, that if any
ship or vessel shall be built in any of the colonies, plautations, islands, or
territories, in Asia Africa or America, to His Majesty belonging, for owners
residing in the United Kingdom, it shall be lawful for such ship or vessel
to proceed to any part of the United Kingdom, whether by a direct or
circuitous voyage, and thete to import a cargo, before registry shall have
been made of such ship or vessel; provided the master of such ship or
vessel, or the agent for the owner or owners thereof, shall have produced
to the collector and comptroller of the port at or near to which such ship
or vessel was built, or from which she shall be cleared for her voyage as
aferesaid, the certificate of the builder required by this Act, and shall
bave made oath before such collector and comptroller of the names and
iptions of the principal owners of such ship or. vessel, and that she
Is the identical ship or vessel mentioned in such certificate of the builder,
and that no foreigner, to the best of his knowledge and belief, has any
interest therein; whereupon the collector and comptroller of such port
shall cause such ship or vessel to be surveyed and measured in like man-
per as is directed for the purpose of registering any ship or vessel, and
shall give the master of such ship or vessel a certificate under their hands
and seals, purporting to be under the authority of this Act, and stating
when and where, th by whom such ship or vessel was built, the descrip-
tion tonnage and other particulars required on registry of any ship or
vessel, and the vo for which such ship or vessel is cleared by them ;
and such certificate shall for such e have all the force and virtue of a
certificate of registry under this Act, and such collector and cumptroller
shall transmit a copy of such certificate to the Commissioners of His
Majesty’s Custorns. _

X1. And be it further enacted, That no person who has taken the oath
of allegiance to any foreign state, except under the terms of some capitu-
lation, unless he shall afterwards become a denizen or naturalized subject
of the United Kingdom by His Majesty’s letters patent, or by Act of
Parhament, nor any pervon usually residing in any country not under the
dominion of His Majesty, his heirs and successors, unless he be a mem-
ber of some British factory, or agent for or partner in any house or

rship actually carrying on trade in Great Britain or' Ireland, shall

be entitled to be the owner in whole or in part, directly or indirectly, of

::g ship er vessel required and authorized to be registered by virtue of
Act.

XII. And be it further enacted, That no registry shall henceforth be
made or certificate granted, until the following oath be taken and sub-
scribed, ‘:,“?“ the nor s hercin-before hamhgn’zed to Lna.k; such
registry t such certificate respeetively (which they are hereby re-
spectively emg;:vnveml toadminister),bpe:he owner of such ship or vesscl, if
such ship or vessel is owned by or be{ongs to one person only, or in case
there sl'Sl be two joint owners, then by both of such joint owners, if both
shall be resident within twenty miles of the port or place where such re-
Ei:ter is required, or by one of such owners, if one or both of themn shall

resident at a greater distance from such port or place; or if the number
of such owners or proprietors shall exceed two, then by the greater part
of the number of such owners or proprietors, if the greater number of
them shall be resident within twenty miles of such port or place as afore-
said, Dot in any case exceeding three of such owners or proprietors, or by
one of such uwners, if all shall be resident at a greater distance:

‘1 4 B. of [place of residence and occupation] do make oath, That the
¢ = ship or vessel [name] of [port or Splace], whereof [master’s name] is at
2
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¢ present master, being [kird of built burthen et celera, as described in the
¢ certificate of the surveying officer], was [when and where built, or if prize,
¢ captured and condemnation},and that I, the said 4.B.[and the ether owners,
¢ names and occupations, if any, and where they respectively reside; videlicet,
¢ town place or parish and county ; or if member of and resident in any factory
¢ in _foreign ports, or in any foreign town or city, being an agent for or partner
¢ in any house or copartnership, actually carrying on trade tn Great Bri-
¢ tain or Ireland, the name ofp such fuactory foreign town or cily, and the
¢ names of such house or coparinership], am [or are] sole owner [or
¢ owners] of the said vessel, and that no other person or persons what-
¢ ever hath or have any right, title, interest, share, or property therein or
¢ thereto; and that I the said A. B.[and the said cther owners if any], am
¢ [or are] truly and bené fide a subject [or subjects] of Great Britain; and
¢ that I the said 4. B. have not, (nor have any of the other owners, to the
¢ best of my knowledge'and belief), taken the oath of allegiance to any
¢ foreign state whatever, [except under the terms of some capitulation,
¢ describing the purticulars theregf], or that since my taking [or his or
¢ their takmgw}‘ e oath of allegiance to [naming the foreign stales respec~
¢ tively to which he or any of the said owners ghall have taken the same], I have
¢ [or he or they hath or have] become a denizen [or denizens, or naturalized
¢ subject or subjects, as the case may be] of the United Kingdom of Great
¢ Brutain and Ireland, by His Majesty's letters patent, or by an Act of
¢ Parliament,[ naming the times when such letters :{ denization have been grant~
¢ ed respectlively, or the year or years in which such Act or Acts for naturalization
¢ have passed respectively]; and that no foreigner, directly or indirectly, hath
¢ any share or part interest in the said ship or vessel.’

XIII. And be it further enacted, That incase the required number of joint
ownersor proprietors of any ship or vessel shall not personally attend to take
and subscribe the oath herein-before directed to be taken and subscribed,
then and in such case such owner or owners, proprietor or proprietors, as shall
personally attend, and take and subscribe the oath aforesaid, shall further
make oath that the part owner or part owners of such ship or vessel then
absent is or are not resident within twenty miles of such port or place, and
hath or have not, to the best of his or their knowledge or belie?, wilfull
absented himself or themselves, in order to avoid El:e taking the oa.t.{
herein-before directed to be taken and subscribed, or is or are prevented
by illness from attending to take and subscribe the said oath,

XIV. And in order to enable the collector and comptroller of His Ma-
Jjesty’s customs to grant a certificate truly and accurately describipg every
ship or vessel to be registered in pursuance of this Act, and also to enable
all other officers of His Majesty's customs, on due examination, to discover
whether any such ship or vessel is the same with that for which a certifi-
cate is alleged to have been granted; be it enacted, That previous to the
registering or granting of any certificate of registry us aforesaid, some one
or more person or persons appointed by the Commissioners of His Ma-
Jesty's Customs, (taking to his or their assistance, if he or they shall judge
it necessary, one or more person or persons skilled in the building and ad-
measurement of ships,) shall go on board of every such ship or vessel as
is to be registered, and shall stnctzlj and accurately examine and admeasure
every such ship or vessel as to all and every particular contained in the
form of the certificate herein-before directed, in the presence of the mas-
ter, or of any other person who shall be appointed for that 'Eurpose on the

t of the owner or owners, or in his or their absence, by the said master,
and shall deliver a true and just account in writing of all such particulars
of the built descriftion and admeasurement of every such ship or vessel
as are specified in the form of the certificate above recited, to the collector
and comptroller authorized as aforesaid to make such registry, and grant
such certificate of registry; and the said master, or other person attending
on the part of the owner or owners, is hereby required; to sign his name
also to the certificate of such surveying or examiuing officer in testimony
of the truth thereof, provided such master or other person shall consent
and :L}Bree to the several particulars set forth and described therein.

XV. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of ascertaining the

measurement to ascertain Tounage,
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tonnage of ships or vessels, the rule for adineasurement shall be as follows; No.CXVIII.
videlicet, the length shall be taken on a straight line along the rabbitof the 4 Gao. TV
keel from the back of the main stern post to a perpendicular line from .l :
the fore part of the main stem under the bowsprit, from which subtractin c. 41.
three-fifths of the breadth, the remainder shall be esteemed the just len h Y™
of the keel to find the tonnage; and the breadth shall be taken from the

outside of the outside plank in the broadest part of the ship, whether that

shall be above or below the main wales, exclusive of all manner of doubling

planks that mazebe wrought upon the sides of the ship; then multiplyin

the length of the keel by the breadth so taken, and that product by

the breadth, and dividing the whole by ninety-four, the quotient shall be

deemed the true contents of the tonnage.

XVI. And whereas it would in some cases endanger ships or vessels, to Ascertaining
cause them to be laid on shore; be it therefore enacted, That in cases Tonnage when
where it may be necessary to ascertain the tonnage of any ship or vessel Vessels are
when afloat, according to the foreﬁoinE rule, the following method shall be afloat.
observed ; that is to say, drop a plumb line over the stern of the ship, and
measure the distance between such line and the after part of the stern post
at the load water mark; then measure from the top of the plumb line, in
a panlle] direction with the water, to a perpendicular point immediately
over the load water mark at the fore of the main stem, subtracting
from such measurement the above distance, the remainder will be the
ship’s extreme, from which is to be deducted three inches for every foot
of theload draught of water for the rake abaft, also three-fifths of the
ship’s breadth for the rake forward, the remainder shall be esteemed the
Just length of the keel to find the tonnage ; and the breadth shall be taken
from outside to outside of the: plank, in the broadest of the ship,
whether that shall be above or below the main wales, exclusive of all man-
ner of sheathing or doubling that may be wrought on the side of the ship;
then multiplying the length of the keel for tonnage by the breadth so taken,
and that product by half the breadth, and dividing by ninety-four, the

tient shall be deemed the true contents of the tonnage.

XVII. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That in each of the Engine Room
several rules herein-before prescribed, when used for the purpose of ascer- in Steam Ves-
taining the tonnage of any ship or vessel propelled by steam, the length sels to be de-
of the engine room shall be deducted from the whole length of such ship ducted,
or vessel, and the remainder shall, for such purpose, be deemed the whole

lenxgth of the same.

VIII. And be it further enacted, That whenever the to of any Tonnage when

ship or vessel shall have been ascertained acoording to the rule herein so ascertained,

prescribed (except in the case of ships or vessels which have been admea- to be ever after
afloat), such account of tonnage shall ever after be deemed the

of such ship or vessel, and shall be repeated in every subsequent Tonnage.
registry of such ship or vessel; unless it shall mgen that any alteration

- has been made in the form and burthen of such s im vessel, or it shall

be discovered that the tonnage of such ship or vessel had been erroneously

taken and computed. o i

XIX. And be it further enacted, That at the time of obtaining the cer- Bond to be

tificate of registry as aforesaid, sufficient security by bond shall be given given at the

to His Majesty, his heirs and successors, by the master and such of the Time of Re-

Owners a8 sha{ personally attend as is herein-before required, such secu- gistry

rity to be approved of and taken by the person or persons herein-before

authorized to make such registry, and grant such certificate of registry, at

the port or place in which such certificate shall be ted, in the penalties

following ; that is to say, if’ such ship or vessel shall be a decked vessel, or

be above the burthen of fifteen tons, and not exceedin%ﬁfty tons, in the

penalty of one hundred pounds; if exceeding the burthen of fifty tons,

and not exceeding one hundred tons, in the penalty of three hundred

pounds ; if exceeding the burthen of one hundred tons,and not exceeding

two hundred tons, in the penalty of five hundred pounds; if exceeding

the burthen of two hundred tons, and not exceeding three hundred tons,

in the penalty of eight hundred poynds; and if exceeding the burthen of

three hundred tons, in the perialty of one thousand pounds; and the cons
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dition of every such bond shall be, that such certificate shall not be sold
lent or otherwise disposed of to any Ferson or persons whatever, and that
the same shall be solely made use of for the service of the ship or vessel
for which it is granted ; and that in case such ship or vessel shall be lost
or taken by the enemy, burnt or broken up, or otherwise prevented from
returning to the port to which she belongs, or shall on any account
have lost and forfeited the privileges of a British ship, or skall have been
seized and legally condemned for illicit trading, or shal! have been taken
in execution for debt, and sold by due process of law, or shall have been

'sold to the crown, or shall, under any circumstances, have been registered

de novo, the certificate, if preserved, shall be delivered up, within one month
after the arrival of the master in any’ port or place in His Majesty’s
dominions, to the collector and comptroller of some port in Great
Britain, or of the Isle of Mun, or of the British plantations, or to the Go~
vernor Lieutenant-Governor 6r Commander-in-chief for the time being
of the islands of Guernsey or Jersey; and that if any foreigner, or any
erson or persons for his fise and benefit, shall purchase or otherwise
me entitled to the whole or any part or share of or any interest in such
ship or vessel, and the same shall be within the limits of any port of Great
Britain, Guernsey, Jersey, Man, or the.British colonies, plantations,
islands, or territories aforesaid, then and in such case the certificate of
registry shall, within seven days after such purchase or transfer of pro~
gerty in such ship or vessel, be delivered up to the person or persoms
erein-before authorized to make registry and grant certificate of registry
at such port or place respectively as aforesaid ; and if such ship or vessel
shall be in anly oreign port when such purchase or transfer of interest or
property shall take place, then that the same shall be delivered up to the
British consul or other chief British officer resident at or nearest to such
foreign port ; or if such ship or vessel shall be at sea when such purchase
or transfer of interest or property shall take Elace, then that the same
shall be delivered up to the British consul or other chief British officer at
the foreign port or place in or at which the master or other person havi
or taking the charge or command of such ship or vessel shall first arrive
after such purchase or transfer of property at sea, immediately after his

~ arrival at such foreign port ; but if such master or other person who had

the command thereof at the time of such purchase or transfer of property
at sea shall not arrive at a foreign port, but shall arrive at sume port of

. Great Britain, Guernsey, Jersey, Man, or His Majesty’s said nies,

If Ship, at the
time of Regis-
try, be at any
other Port than
that of Regis-
try, the Mastar
may there give
Bend.

When Master
is changed new
Master to give
similiar Bond,
and his Name
to be erdorsed
on Certificate of

Registry,

plantations, islands, or territories, then that the same shall be delivered
up in manner-aforesaid, within fourteen days after the arrival of such ship
or vessel, or of the person who had the command thereof, in any port of
Great Britain, Guernsey, Jersey, Man, or any of His Majesty's said co~
lonies, plantations, islands, or territories : Provided always, that if it shall
happen that at the time of registry of any ship or vessel, the same shall
be at any other port than the port to which she belongs, so that the
master of such ship or vessel cannot attend at the port of registry,
to .ioin with the owner or owners in such bond as alforesaid, it shall
be lawful for him to give a separate bond to the like effect at the port
where such ship or vessel may then be, and the collector and comptroller
of such other port shall transmit such bund to the collector and comp-
troller of the port where such ship or vessel is to be registered; and such
bond, and the bond also given by the owner or owners, shall together be
of the same effect against the master and owner or owners, or either of
tt’her(;x, as if they had bound themselves jointly and severally in one
ond.

XX. And be it further enacted, That when and so often as the master
or other person having or taking the charge or command of any ship ar
vessel registered in manner herein-before directed shall be changed, the
master or owner of such ship or vessel shall deliver to the person or
persons herein-before authorized to make such registry and grant such
certificates of registry at the port where such change shall take place, the
certificate of registry belonging to such ship or vessel, who shall thereupon
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endorse and subscribe 2 memorandum of such change, and shall forth-
with give notice of the same to the proper officer of the port or place
where such ship or vessel was last registered pursuant to this Act, who
shall likewise make a memorandum ef the same in the book of registers,
which is hereby directed and required to be kept, and shall forthwith give
notice thereof to the Commissioners of His Majesty’s Customs : Provided
always, that before the name of such new master shall be endorsed on
the certificate of registry, he shall be required to give and shall give a
bond in the like penalties and under the same conditions as are con-
tained in the bond herein-before required to be ‘given at the time of re-
gistry of any ship or vessel. L

" XXI. And be it further enacted, That if any person whatever shall at
‘any time have possession of, and wilfully detain, any certificate of re-
gistry granted under this or any other Act, which ought to be delivered
up to be cancelled, according to any of the conditions of the bond herein-
before required to be given, upon the registry of any ship or vessel,
such person is hereby required and enjoined to deliver up such cer-
tificate of registry, in manner directed by

the conditions of such -
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bood in the respective cases, and under the respective penalties therein

provided.

XXII. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any
owner or owners of any ship or vessel to give any name to such ship or
wessel, other than that by which she was first registered in pursuance of
this or any other Act; and that the owner or owners of all and every
ship or vessel which shall be so registered, shall, before such ship or
vessel, after such registry, shall begin to take in any cargo, paintor cause
4o be painted in white or yellow letters of a length not less than four
inches, upon a black ground, on some conspicuous part of the stem, the
mame by which such ship or vessel shall have heen registered pursuant

"201this Act, and the port to which she belongs, in a distinct and legible
manner, and shall so keep and preserve the same; and that if such
owner of owners, or master or other n having er taking the charge
or command of such ship or vessel, shall permit such ship or vessel to

Name of Vessel
which has been
registered, ne-

-vor afrerwards

to be changed,
Names to be
painted on the
Stern.

begin to take in any cargo ‘before the name of such ship or vessel has :

been 0
in anywise hide or conceal, or cause or
done (unless in the case of square-ri

in any written or printed paper, or other document, describe such ship or

painted as aforesaid, or shall wilfully alter, erase, obliterate, or
ure or permit the same to be

vessels in time of war), or shall -

by any name other than that by which she was first registered -

uant to this Act, or shall verbally describe, or cause er procure or
it such ship or vessel to be described by any other name to any officer
or officers of Ilis Majesty’s revenue in the due execution of his or their
"doty, then and in every such case such owner or owners, or.master or
ofher ns having or taking the ¢harge or command of such ship or
‘yessel, shall forfeit the sum of une hundred pounds. :
* XXHI. And be it further enaoted, That all and every person and per.
- soms who shall apply for & certificate of the reglstry of any ship or vessel,
shall, and they are hereby required to produce to the person or persons
atthorized to grant such certificate, & true and full account, under the
hand of the builder of such ship or vessel, of the proper - denomination,
and of the time when, and the place where such ship or vessel was built ;
and also an exact account of the tonnage of such ship or vessel, together
with the name of the first purchaser or purchasers thereof, (which account
such builder is hereby directed and required to give under his hand, on
the same being demanded by such person or persons so applying for a
certificate as aforesaid); and shall also make oath before the person or
persons herein-before authorized to grant such certificate (which oath he
or they is or are hereby authorized to administer), that the ship or vessel
for which such cenificate is required, is the same with that which is so
described by the bailder as aforesaid. .
XXIV. And be it further enacted, That if the certificate of registry of
any ship or vessel shall be lost or mislaid, so that the same cannot be
found ot obtained for the use of such ship or vessel whea needful, and

Builder’s Certi-
ficate of Parti-
culars of Ship.

Oath to be made
thereto,

Certificate of
Registry lost or
mislaid, ’

T
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Elroof thereof shall be made to the satisfaction of the Commissioners of
is Majesty’s Customs, such Commissioners shall and may it such
ship or vessel to be registered de nove, and a certificate thereof to be
§ranted: Provided always, that if such ship or vessel be absent, and far
istant from the port to which she belongs, or by reason of the absence of
the owner or owners, or of any other impediment, registry of the same .
cannot then be smade in sufficient time, such Commissioners shall and
may grant a licence for the present use of such ship or vessel, which
licence shall for the time and to the extent specified therein, and no
longer, be of the same force and virtue as a certificate of registry, granted
under this Act: Provided always, that before such registry.-de novo be
made, the owner or owners and master shall give bond to the Com-
missioners aforesaid, in such sum as to them shall seem fit, with a con-
dition, tHat if the certificate of registry shall at any time afterwards be
found, the same shall be forthwith delivered to the proper officers of His
Majesty’s customs to be cancelled, and that no illegx?e use has been or
shall be made thereof, with his or their privity or knowledge; and
further, that before any such licence shall be ted as aforesaid, the
master of such ship or vessel shall also make that the same has been
registered as a British ship, naming the port where, and the time when
such registry was made, and all the particulars contained in the certifi-
cate thereof, to the best of his knowledge and belief; and shall also give
such bond, and with the same condition as is before mentioned : Provided
also, that before any such licence shall be granted, such ship or vessel
shall be surveyed in like manner as if a registry de novo were about to be
made thereof, and the certificate of such survey shall be preserved by the
collector and comptroller of the port to which such ship or vessel $hall
belong; and in virtue thereof it shall be lawful for the said Commis-
sioners, and they are hereby required to permit such ship or vessel to be
registered after her departure, whenever the owner or owners shall l;er-
sonally attend to take and subscribe the oath required by this Act before
registry be made, and shall also comply with all other requisites of this
Act, except so far as relates to the bond to be given by the master of such
:l;ﬂ: or vessel; which certificate of registry the said Commissioners shall
may transmit to the collector and comptroller ofany other port, to be
by them given to the master of such ship or vessel upon bhis giving such
bond, delivering up the licence which had been granted gr the then
present use of such ship or vessel.

XXV. And whereas it is not proper that any person under any pre-
tence whatever should detain the certificate of registry of any ship or
vessel, or hold the same for any purpose other than the lawful use and
navigation of the ship or vessel for which it was granted ; be it therefore
enacted, That in case the master of any ship or vessel, or aniy other per-
son who shall have received or obtained by any means, or for any pur-
pose whatever, the certificate of the registry thereof, (whether such
master or other person shall be a part owner or not) shall wilfully de-
tain and refuse to deliver up the same to the proper officers of His Ma~
Jesty’s customs for the purposes of such ship or vessel as occasion shall
require, it may and shall be lawful to and for any owner or owners of such
ship or vessel, the certificate of registry of which shall be detained and
refused to be delivered up as afgresaid, to make complaint on oath
against the master of the ship or vessel, or other person who shall so
detain and refuse to deliver up the same, of such detainer and refusal, to
any Justice of the Peace residing near to the place where such detainer
and refusal shall be in Great Britain or Ireland, or to any member of the
supreme court of justice, or any Justice of the Peace in the islands of
Jersey Guernsey or Man, or in any colony, plantation, island, or territory,
to His Majesty belonging, in 4sia Africa or America, or Malta Gibraltar
or Heligoland, where such detainer and refusal shall be in any of the
places last-mentioned ; and on such complaint the said Justice or other
magistrate shall and is hereby required, by warrant under bis hand and
seal, to cause such master or other person to be brought before him, to

be examined toyching such detainer apd refusal ; and if it shall appear to
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the said Justice or other magistrate; on examination of the master or
other sﬁ;‘son, or otherwise, that the said certificate of registri is not lost
or mislaid, but is wilfully detaincd by the said master or other person,
such master or other person shall be thereof convicted, and shall forfeit
and pary the sum of one hundred pounds, and on failure of payment
thereof, he shall be committed to the common gaol, there to remain
without bail or mainprize for such time as the said Justice or other Ma-
gistrate shall in his discretion deem proper, not being less than three
months, nor more than twelve months; and the said Justice or other
magistrate shall and is hereby required to certify the aforesaid detainer
refusal and conviction to the person or persons who granted such certi-
ficate ,of registry for such ship or vesse], who shall, on the terms and
conditions of law being complied with, make registry of such ship or
vessel de novo, and grant a certificate thereof, conformably to law, notify-
ing on the back of such certificate the ground upon which the ship or
vessel was 0 registered de novo ; and if such master or other person who
shall have detained and refused to deliver up such certificate of regii:r
as aforesaid, or shall be verily believed to have detained the same, shall
have abséended, so that the said warrant of the Justice or other magis-
strate cannot be executed upon him, and proof thereof shall be made to
the satisfaction of the Commissioners of His Majesty’s Customs, it shall
be lawful for the said Commissioners to permit such ship or vessel to
be registered de novo, or otherwise in their discretion to grant a licence
for the present use of such shigl or vessel, in like manner as is herein-
before provided, in the case wherein the certificate of registry is lost or

XXVI. And be it further enacted, That if any ship or vessel, after she
shall have been registéred pursuant to the directions of this Act, shall
in any manner whatever be altered so as not to correspond with all the

i coutained in the certificate of her registry, in such case such
ship or vessel shall be registered de novo, in manner herein-before re-
quired, as soon as she returns to the port to which she belongs, or to any
other port which shall be in the same part of the United Kingdom, or in

" the same colony, plantation, island, or territory, as the said port shall be
in, on failure whereof such ship or vessel shall to all intents and purposes
be pomr;d\dered and deemed and taken to be a ship or vessel not duly

te L]

XVII, And be it further enacted, That the owner or owners of all
such ships and vessels as shall be taken by any of His Majesty’s ships or
vessels of war, or by any private or other ship or vessel, and condemned
as lawful prize in any Court of Admiralty, or of such ships or vessels as
shall be condemned in any competent court for breach of the laws for the
gr:f;tion of the slave trade, shall, upon registering such ship or vessel,

re he or they shall obtain such certificate as aforesaid, produce to the
proper officers of His Majesty's customs a certificate of the condemnation
of such ship or vessel, under the band and seal of the Judge of the court
in which such ship or vessel shall have been condemned (which certifi-
cate such Judge is hereby authorized and required to grant), and also a
true and exact account in writing of all the particulars contained in the
certificate herein-before set forth, to be made and subscribed by one or
more skilful person or persons, to be appointed by the court then and
there to survey such ship or vessel, and shall also make oath before the
said officer (which he is hereby authorized and required to administer),
that such ship or vessel is the same vessel which 158 mentioned in the
certificate of the Judge aforesaid.

XXVIII. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That no ship or
vessel which shall be taken and condemnued as prize in any Court of Ad-
miralty as aforesaid, or other competent court, shall be registered in the
islands of Guernsey Jersey or the Isle of Man, although belonging to His
Majesty’s subjects residing in those islands, or in some one or other of
them ; but the same shall be registered either at Southampton, Weymouth,
Exeter, Plymouth, Falmouth, Liverpool, or Whitehaven, by the collegtor

and comopirojler at such parts vespectively ; whe are hereby authorized
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and required to register such ship or vessel, and to grant a certificate
thereof, in the form and under the regulations and restrictions in this
Act contained.

XXIX. And be it further enacted, That when and so often as the
roperty in any ship or vessel, or any part thereof|, belonging to any of
is Majesty’s subjects, shall, after registry thereof, be sold to any other

or others of His Majesty’s subjects, the same shall be transferred by bill
of sale, or other instrument in writing, containing a recital of the cer-
tificate of registry of such ship or vessel, or the principal contents there-
of, otherwise such transfer sharl not be valid or effectual for any
whatever, either in law or in equity: Provided always, that no bill of
sale shall be deemed void by reason of any error in such re¢ital, or by the
recital of any former certificate of registry instead of the existing cer-
tificate, provided the identity of the ship or vessel therein intended be
effectually proved therebl.

XXX. And be it further enacted, That the property in every ship or

" vessel of which there are more than one owner, shall be taken and con-

sidered to be divided into sixrg—four parts or shares; and the proportion
lreld by each owner shall be described in the registry as being a certain
number of sixty-fourth parts or shares; and that no persvn shall be en-
titled to be registered as an owner of any ship or vessel, in respect of any
ymportion of such shirp or vessel, which shall not be an integral sixty-
ourth part or share of the same: Provided always, that upon the first
registry of any ship or vessel, after the said thirty-first day of December
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, the owner or owners who
shall take and subscribe the oath required by this Act before registry be
made, shall also declare upon oath the number of such parts or shares
then held by each owner, and the same shall be so registered according-
ly : Provided always, that if it shall at any time happen that the prope
of any owner or owners in any ship or vessel cannot be reduced by divi-
sion into any number of integral sixty-fourth parts or shares, it shall and
may be lawful for the owner or owners of such fractional parts as shdll
be over and above such number of integral sixty-fourth parts or shares,
into which such propertyin any ship or vessel can be reduced by division,
to transfer the same one to another, or jointly, to any new owner, by
memorandum upon their respective bills of sale, or by fresh bill of sale,
without such transfer being liable to any stamp duty: Provided also,
that the ri%:xt of such owner or owners to such fractional parts, shall not
y reason of the same not having been registered : Provided
also, that it shall be lawful for any number of such owners named and
escribed in such registry, being partners in any house or copartnership
actually carrying on trade in any part of His Majesty’s dominions, to
old any ship or vessel, or any share or shares of any ship or vessel, in
the name of such house or copartnership as joint owners thereof, without

- distinguishing the proportionate interest of each of such owners ; and that
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such ship or vessel, or the share or shares thereof so held in copartnership,
shall be deemed and taken to be partnership property to all intents and
purposes, and shall be governed by the same ruqes, both in law and eqm,
as relate to and govern all other partership property in any other goods
chattels and effects whatsoever.

XXXI. And be it further enacted, That no greater number than thirly-
two persons shall be entitled to be the legal owners at one and the same
time of any ship or vessel, as tenants in common, or to be registered as
such: Provided always, that nothing herein contained shall affect the
equitable title of minors, heirs, legatees, creditors, or others, exceeding
that number, duly represented el:{ or holding from any of the persons
within the said number, registered as legal owners of any share or shares
of such ship or vessel : Ptovided also, that if it shall be proved to the
saiisfaction of the Commissioners of His Majesty’s Customs that any
number of persons have associated themselves as a joint stock company,
for the purpose of owning any ship or vessel, or any number of ships or
vessels, as the joint property of such company, and that such oomrny
have duly elected or appointed any number not less than three of the
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members of the same to be trustces of the property in such ship er vessel

or ships or vessels so owned by such company, it shall be lawful for
such trustees, or any three of them, with the permission of such Com«
missioners; to take the oath required by this Act before registry be made;
except that instead of stating therein the names and descriptions of the
other owners, they shall state the name and description of the company
to which such ship or vessel, or ships.or vessels, shall in such manner
belong: Provided also, that iF it shall become necessary to register any
ship or vessel, or ships or vessels, belonging to any corporate body in the
United Kingdom, the oath required by this Act to be taken before
r?gisnz be made, shall be taken by the secretary or other proper officer
of such corporate body, who shall in such oath declare the name and
description of such corporate body, instead of the names and descriptions
of the owners of such ship or vessel.

XXXII. And be it further enacted, That whenever any ship or vessel,
which shall have been registered before the said thirty.first day of
December one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, shall be regis.
tered de novo, the number of such shares held by each owner shall be
registered as far as the same be practicable ; and to that intent the owner
or owners who shall take and subscribe the oath required by this Act
before registry be made, shall produce the bills of sale or other titles of
themselves and of the other owners, in order that the number of such
shares held by each of them may be ascertained and registered ac-
cordingly; and if the registry of such ship or vessel then in force shall
be the first repistry, and the shares of any of the owners shall remin
the same as they were at the time of such registry, and the owner or
owners or any ohe of them who shall attend to take and subseribe the
oath required by this Act, before registry be made, shall be the same as
was or were the owner or owners, or one of them, who took and sub-
seribed such oath before such first registry was made, such original owner
or owners, instead of producing the bills of sale, shall detlare upon oath,
to the best of his or their knowledge and belief, the number of such
shares held by him or them, and by any other original 6wner or owners,
whose proportionate property in such ship or vessel shall have remained
unchanged : Provided always, that if at tge time of such registry de novo,
such owner or owners shall make oath, that he and they and each of
them are unable to produce the bill or bills of sale, or to give any certain
account or proof of the share or shares of the other previous owners, ot
some or any one of them, it shall be lawful for the collector and
comptroller to register such ship or vessel, without requiring the share ot
shares of such owner or owners to be declared and specified.

XXXIII. Provided also, and be it further enacted, That from and after
the expiration of two years from the said thirty-first day of December one
thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, or from and after the first ar-
rival and entry of any ship or vessel, after the cxpiration of such twbd
years, at the port to which she belongs, or at any other port which shall be
i the same part of the United Kingdom, or in the same colony, planta-
tion, island or territory as the said port shall be in, no certificate of
registry shall be in force, except such as shall be granted under the au-
thority of this Act, and in which the share or shares herein-before
described held by each owner shall be set forth } unless it shall be cer.
tified thereon by the oollector and comKtmller of the port to which such
ship or vessel belong, that farther time has been granted by the Com-
missioners of His Majesty’s Customs, for ascertaining and registering
the number or numbers of such shares as cannot then be ascertained.

XXXIV. And be it further enacted, That upon the first registry if
compliance with this Act, of any ship or vessel which had been before
registered, no stamp duty shall be charged upon the bond thercin

uired to be given; and if the certificate of such former registry then
delivered up to be cancelled shall have a Medilerranean pass attached
thereto, no stamp duty shall be charged on account of the new Mediter-
ranesn pass, which shall be obtained in lieu of the onie so deliveted up
and cancelled, : : € 3 ;
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XXXV. And be it further enacted, That no bill of sale or other in-
strument in writing shall be valid and effectual to pass the property in
any ship or vessel or in any share thereof, or fur any other purpose, until
such bill of sale or other instrument in writing shall have been produced
to the collector and comptroller of the port to which such ship or vessel
belongs, and until the collector and comptroller shall have entered in
the book of registry of such ship or vessel, and which they are hereby
required to do upon the production of the bill of sale or other instrument
for that purpose, the name, residence, and description of the vendor or
mort r, or of each vendor or mortgagor, if more than one, the num-
ber o res transferred, the name, residence, and description of the
purchaser or mortgagee, or of each purchaser or mortgagee, if more
than one, and the date of the bill of sale or other instrument, and of
the production of it; and further the said collectorand comptroller shall
and they are hereby required to endorse the aforesaid particulars of such

- bill of sale or other instrument on the certificate of registry of the said
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ship or vessel, when the same shall be produced to them for that purpose,

in manner and to the effect following; videlicet,

¢ Custom House [port and dute ; name residence and description of vendor
¢ or mortgagor] has transferred by [bill of sale or other instrument] dated
¢ [date ; number of shares] to [ name residence and description of purchaser

¢ or mortgagee.
seges ¢ A. B. Collector.
¢ C. D. Comptroller.’

And forthwith to give notice thereof to the Commissioners of Customs :
And in case the collector and comptroller shall be desired so to do, and
the bill of sale or other instrument shall be produced to them for that
purpose, then the said collector and comptroller are hereby required to
certify, by endorsement upon the said bill of sale or other instrument,
that the particulars before-mentioned have been so entered in the book
of registry and endorsed upon the certificate of registry as aforesaid.

XXXVI. And be it further enacted, That when and so soon as the
particulars of any bill of sale or other instrument, by which any ship or
vessel, or any share or shares thereof, shall be transferred, shall have
been 50 entered in the book of registry as aforesaid, the said bill of sale
or other instrument shall be valid and effectual to pass the property
thereby intended tg be transferred, as against all and every person and
persons whatsoever, and to all intents and purpuses, except as against
such subsequent purchasers and mortgagees who shal! first procure the
endorsement to be made upon the certificate of registry of such ship or
vessel in manner herein-after mentioned.

XXXVII. And be it further enacted, That when and after the parti-

~ culars of any bill of sale or other instrumént, by which any ship or vessel

or any share or shares thereof| shall be tranferred, shall have Leen so
entered in the book of registry as aforesaid, the collector and comptroller
shall not enter in the book of registry the particulars of any other bill of
sale or instrument purporting to be a transfer by the same vendor or
mortgagor or vendors or morgagors, of the same ship or vessel, share or
shares thereof, to any other person or persons, unless thirty days shall
elapse from the day on which the particulars of the former bill of sale or
other instrument were entered in the book of registry; or in case the
ship or vessel was absent from the port to which she belunged at the time
when the particulars of such former bill of sale or other instrument were
entered in the book of registry, then unless thirty days shall have elapsed
from the day on which the ship or vessel arrived at the port to which the
same belonged ; and in case the particulars of two or more such bills of
sale or other instruments as aforesaid, shall at any time have been entered
in the book of registry of the said ship or vessel, the collector and comp-
troller shall not enter in the book of registry the particulars of any other
bill of sale or other instrument as aforesaid, unless thirty days shall in
like manoer have elapsed from the day on which the particulars of the
last of such bills of sale of other instrument were entered in the boks af
Tegistry, or from the day on which the ship or vessel arrived at the port
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to which she belon

ged, in case of her absence as aforesaid ; and in every
case where there shall at any time happen to be two or more transfers
by the same owner or owners of the same propert¥, in any ship or vessel
entered in the book of registry as aforesaid, the collector and comptroller
are hereby required to endorse upon the certificate of registry of such ship
or vessel, the particulars.of that bill of sale or other instrument under
which the person or persons claims or claim property; who shall produce
the certificate of registry for that purpose within tbirz days next after
the entry of his said bill of sale or other instrument in the book of regis-
try as aforesaid, or within thirty days next after the return of the said

ship or vessel to the port to which she belongs, in case of her absence at-

the time of such entry as aforesaid; and in case no person or persons
shall produce the certificate of registry within either of the said s of
thirty days, then it shall be lawful for the collector and comptroller, and
they are hereby required to endorse upon the certificate of registry the
particulars of the bill of sale or other instrument to such person or persons
as shall first produce the certificate of registry for that purpose, it bein
the true intent and meaning of this Act that the several purchasers an
mo ees of such ship or vessel, share or shares thereof, when more
than one ap
the other, not according to the respective times when
the bill of sale or other instrument bgo:rbich such property was trans-
ferred [to them were entered in the book of registry as aforesaid, but
according to the time when the endorsement is made upon the certificate
of registry as aforesaid : Provided always, that if the certificate of registry
shall be lost or mislaid, or shall be detained by any person whatever, so
that the endorsement cannot, in due time, be made thereon, and prouf
thereof shall be made by the purchaser or mortgagee, or his known agent,
to the satisfactiop of the Commissioners of His Majesty’s Customs, it
shall be lawful for the said Commissioners to grant such further time as
to them shall appear necessary for the recovery of the certificate of regis-
try, or for the registry de novo of the said ship or vessel, under the pro-
visions of this Act; and thereupon the collector and comptroller shall
make a memorandum in the book of registers of the further time so
granted ; and during such time no otfer hill of sale shall be entered for
the transfer of the same ship or vessel, or the same share or shares thereof.
XXXVIIL And be it further enacted, That if the certificate of registry
of such ship or vessel shall be produced to the collector and comptroller
of any port where she may then be, after any such bill of sale shall have
been recorded at the port to which she belongs, together with such bill of
sale, containing a notification of such record, signed hy the collector and
comptroller of such part as before directed, it shall be lawful for the
collector and comptroller of such other port to endorse on such certificate
of registry, being required so to do, the transfer mentioned in such bill of
sale, and such collector and comptroller shall give notice thereof to the

e particulars of

collector and comptroller of the port to which such ship or vessel belongs, -

who shall record the same in like manner as if they bad made such en-
dorsement themselves, but inserting the name of the port at which such
endorsement was made : Provided always, that the collector and com
troller of such other port shall first give notice to the collector and
comptroller of the port to which such ship or vessel belongs, of such
mn:‘i;ion made to them, to endorse the certificate of registry; and the
r and comptroller of the port to which such ship or vessel belongs,

shall thereupon send information to the collector and comptroller of
such other port, whether any and what other bill or bills of sale have
been recorded in the book of the registry of such ship or vessel ; and the
collector and comptroller of such other port having such information,
shall ¥roeeed in manner directed by this Act, in all respects, to the endors.
ing of the certificate of registry, as they would do if such port were the

to which such vessel belonged.

XXXIX. And be it further enacted, That if it shall become necessary
to register any ship or vessel de novo, and any share or shares of such ship
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or vessel shall have been sold since she was last registered, and the trans-
fer of such share or shares shall not have been recorded and endorsed, in
manner herein-before directed, the bill of sale thereof shall be produced
to the collector and comptroller of His Majesty’s customs, who are to -
make registry of such ship or vessel, otherwise such sale shall not be
noticed in such registry de novo, except us herein-after excepted : Provided
always, that upon the future production of such bill of sale, and of the
existing certificate of registry, such transfer shall and may be recorded
and endorsed, as well after such m%s:y de novo a3 before.

XL. And be it further enacted, That if upon any chw%;of y
in any ship or vessel, the owner or owners shall desire to have the same
registered de nove, although not required by this Act, and the owner, or

r number of owners, shall attend at the Custom House at the
which such ship or vessel belongs for that purpose, it shall be lawful
for the Collector and Comptroller of His Majesty's Customs at such
port, ta make registry de novo of such ship or vessel at the same port,
and to grant a certificate thereof, the several requisites herein-before in
thii:hACt mentioned and directed being first duly observed and complied
with.

XLI. And whereas great inconvenience hath arisen from the registering
officers being served mg:h“subpmnu requiring them to bring :«g’ them,
and produce on trials in courts of law relative to the ow of
or otherwise, the oaths or affidavits required to be taken 3 the owners
thereof prior to the reFistering thereof, and the books istry, or
copies or extracts therefrom: And whereas it would tend much to the
dispatch of business, if the attendance of such registering officers with
the same upon such trials were dispensed with ; be it therefore enacted,
That the Collector and Comptroller of His Majesty’s Customs at any
port or place, and the person or persons acting for them respectively,
shall, upon every reasonable request by any person or persons whomse-
ever, produce and exhibit for his her or their inspection and examination,
any oath or affidavit taken or swormn hy any such owner or owners, pre-
prietor or proprietors, and also any register or entry in any book or books
of registry required by this Act to be made or kept relative to any ship or
vessel, and shall upon every reasonable request by any persor or persons
whomsoever, permit him her or them to take a copy or copies, or an
extract or extracts thereof respectively, and that the copy or copies of
any such oath or affidavit, register or entry, shall, upon being proved to
be a true copy or copies thereof respectively, be allowed and received as
evidence upon every trial at law, without the production of the original
or originals, and without the testimony or attendance of any oollector
or comptroller, or other person or persons acting for them respectively,
in all cases, as fully and to all intents and purposes as such original
or originals, if produced by any collector or collectors comptroller or
comptrollers or other person or persons acting for them, or might
legally be admitted or received in evidence.

LII. And be it further enacted, That if the ship or vessel, or the
share or shares of any owner thereof, who may be out of the ki
shall be sold in his absence by his known agent or correspondent, under
his directions either expressed or implied, and acting for his interest im
that behalf, and such agent or correspondent who shall have executed a
bil of sale to the purchaser of the whole of such ship or vessel, or of any
share or shares thereof, shall not have received a legal power to execute
the same, it shall be lawful for the Commissioners of His Majesty’s Cus-
toms, upon application made to them, and proof to their satisfaction of
the fair dealings of the parties, to permit such transfer to he registered,
if vegistry de movo be necessary, or to be recorded and endorms the
case may be, in manner directed by this Act, as if such legal power had
been produced ; and if it shall happen that any bill of sale cannot be
produced, or if, by reason of distance of time or the absence or death of
parties concerned, it eannot be proved that a Lill of sale for any share or
shares in any ship or vessel had been executed, and registry de wovo of
such ship or vessel shall have become necessary, it shall be Jawful for the
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Commissioners of His Majesty’s Customs, upon proof to their satisfaction
of the fair dealings of the parties, to permit such ship or vessel to be regls-
tered de novo, in like manner as if a bill of sale for the transfer of such
share or shares had been produced: Provided always, that in any of the
cases herein meationed, and sufficient security shall be given to
produce & lﬁll power or bill of sale, within a reasonable time, or to abide
the future clains of the absent owner, his heirs and successors, as the
case may be; and at the future request of the party whose property has
been so transferred, without the production of = bill of sale from him or
from his lawful attorney, such bond shall be availuble for the protection
of his interest, in addition to any powers or rights which he may have in
law or eq:ig against the ship or vessel, br against the parties concerned,
lt:gl he shall have received full indemnity for any loss or injury sustained
im.

XLIII. And be it further enacted, That when any transfer of any ship
or vessel, or of any share or shares thereof, shall be made only as a se-
curity for the payment of a debt or debts, either by way of mortgage or
of assignment to a trustee or trustees, for the purpose of selling the same
for the payment of any debt or debts, then and in every such oase the
collector and comptroller of the port where the ship or vessel is regis-
tered, shall, in the entry in the book of registry, and also in the indorse-
meat on the certificate of registry in manner herein-before directed, state
and e that such transfer was made only as a security for the pay-
ment of a debt or debts, or by way of mortgage, or to that effect ; and
the person or persons to whom such transfer shall be made, or any other
person or persons claiming under him or them as a mortgagee or mort-

, Or a trustee or trustees only, shall not by reason thereof be deemed

to be the owner or owners of such ship or vessel, share or shares thereof|
nor shall the person or persons making such transfer be deemed, by rea-

son thereof, to have ceased to be an owner or owners of such ship or

vessel, any more than if no such transfer had been made, except so far as
may be necessary for the q:rrose of rendering the ship or vessel, share or
shares so transferred, available by sale or otherwise, for'the payment of
the debt or debts for securing the payment of which such transfer shall
have been made.

XLLV. And be it further enacted, That when any transfer of any ship
or vessel, or of any share or shares thereof, shall have been made asa
security for the payment of any debt or debts, either by way of mortﬁe
or of assignment as aforesaid, and such transfer shall have been duly
registered according to the provisions of this Act, the right o interest of
the mortgagee o r assignee as aforesaid, shall not be in any manner
affected by any act or acts of bankruptcy committed by such mortgagor
ur assignor, mortgagors or assignors, after the time when such mortgage
m&ignment shall have been so registered as aforesaid, mt)htwi‘t.ihstar;‘ding

mortgegor of assignor, mortgagoers or assignors, at the time he or
they shall so become bankrupt as aforesaid, sball have in his or their pos-
session order and disposition, and shall be the reputed owner or owners of
the said ship or vessel, or the share or shares thereof so by him or them
or assigned as aforesaid ; but that such mor or other
assignment shall take place of and be preferred to any right c or in-
terest, which may belong to the assignee or assignees of such bankrupt
or bankrupts in such ship or vessel, share or shares thereof, any law or
statute to the contrary thereof notwithstanding.

XLV. And be it also further enaeted, T%wt the Commissioners of
His Majesty’s Customs in Scotland aud Ireland respectively shall transinit,
at the end of every month in each year, to the Commissioners of His
Majesty’s Customs in Endgland, true and exact copies of all such certi-
ficates as shall be granted by them, or by any ofiicer or officers within the
limits of their commission, 1n pursuance of this Act.

XLVI. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for

Governor Lieutenant Governor or Commander-in-Chief of any of
His Majesty’s colonies, plantations, islands, or territories, and they are
hereby respectively authorized and required, if any suit, information,
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No. CXIX, libel, or other prosecution or proceeding of any nature or kind whatever
4 Geo. 1V shall have been commenced, or shall hereafter be commenced, in any .
Sb * court whatever in any of the said colonies, plantations, islands, or terri-
i tories respectively, touching the force and effect of any register granted
S~/ 10 any ship or vessel upon a representation made to any such Governor
lieutenant governor, or commander in chief, to cause all proceedings
thereon to be stayed if he shall see just cause so to do, until His Ma-
jesty’s pleasure shall be known and certified to him by His Majesty, by
and with the advice of His Majesty’s PrivLCouncil; and such Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, or Commander-in-Chief, is hereby required to trans-
mit to one of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, to be laid before
His Majesty in Council, an authenticated copy of the proceedinain ev:?
such case, togetner with his reasons for causing the same to be stayed,
and such documents (properly verified) as he may judge necessary for
the information of His gdajesty.
ing Per-  XLVII. And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons shall
sons making  falsely make oath to any of the matters herein-before required to be so
false Oath ; verified, such person or persons shall suffer the like pains and penalties
or falsifying apy @S are incurred by persons committing wilful and corrupt perjury; and
Document. that if any person or persons shall counterfeit, erase, alter, or falsify any
. certificate or other instrument in writing, required or directed tobe obtained
granted or produced by this Act, or shall knowingly or wilfully make use
of any certificate or other instrument so counterfeited, erased, altered, or .
falsified, or shall wilfully fgram: such certificate, or other instrument in
writing, knowing it to be false, such person or persons shall, for every
such offence forfeit the sum of five hundred pounds.
How Penalties XLVIII. And be it further enacted, That all the penalties and for-
are to be reco- * feitures inflicted and incurred by this Act, shall and may be sued for, pro-
vered, secuted and recovered in such courts, and be disposed of in such manner,
and[::'y such ways means and nethods as any penalties or forfeitures in-
flicted, or which may be incurred for any offence committed against the
laws of customs, may now l:n_gally be sued for, prosecuted, recovered, and
and Officers”  disposed of;; and that the officer or officers concerned in seizures or pro-
Shares, secutions under this Act, shall he entitled to and receive the same share
of the rproduce arising from such seizures, as in the case of seizures for
unlawful importation, and to such share of the produce arising from any
pecuniary fine or penalty for any offence against this Act, as any officer
or officers is or are now by any law or reguﬁtion entitled to upon prose-
cutions for pecuniary penalties. )
Act may be XLIX. And be it further enacted, That this Act may be altered
altered this varied or repealed by any Act or Acts to be passed i» this Session of
Session. Parliament.

[ No. CXIX.] 4 Geo.IV. c.80.—An Act to consolidate
- and amend the several Laws now in force with respect
to Trade from and to Places within the ‘Limits of the
Charter of the East India Company, and to make
further Provisions with respect to such Trade; and to
amend an Act of the present Session of Parliament,
for the registering of Vessels, so far as it relates to
Vessels registered in India.—[18th July 1823.]

VWHEREAS an Act was passed in the fifty-third year of the reign of
53 G.3.¢.155. His late Majesty King Gcorge the Third, intituléd An Act for con-
tinuing in the East India Company for a further Term, the Possession of
the British Territories in India, together with certuin exclusive Privileges,
Jor establishing further Regulations for the Government of the suid Territories
and the better ddministration of Justice within the same, and for regulating
the Trade to and from the Places within the Limits of the suid Company's
Charter ; And whereas by the said Act it was enacted, that it should



